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AMSAY’S NEWCASTLE CANNEL 
COAL. Analysis— 
10,000 cubic feet of gas per ton of coal. 
26-candle gas. 
134 cwt. coke per ton of coal. 
RAMSAY’S PATENT CONDENSED COKE, 
DO. GARESFIELD COKE 


RAMSAY'S FIRE-CLAY ARTICLES. 

GAS-RETORTS, introduced 1828. 

FIRE-BRICK WORKS, established 1804. 

FIRE-CLAY SANITARY PIPES, CHIMNEY- 
TOPS, and all Goods made of Fire Clay. 

The Fire Clay is worked from Blaydon Main Col- 
liery, is of excellent quality, and no expense spared in 
ey article. 

The FIRE-BRICKS (marked “* RAMSAY”) are to be 
seen in all parts cf the world, and the works are the 
most extensive in the ee 

Manufactories—Derwenthaugh, Swalwell, and Heb- 
burn Quay, near Newcastle-on-Tyne; and London 
Wharves—Falcon Wharf, No. 80, Bankside; and Hon- 
duras Wharf, Cubit Town. Large stocks kept. 

Address G. H. Ramsay, NEWCA8TLE-ON-TYNE. 


GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the 
Government, and of the 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS. 


These Meters are warranted to measure correctly 
and not to vary, and have come into general use more 
rapidly than any Meters hitherto manufactured. 


PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 
THE TESTING-HOUSE REPORTS. 


The Reports prepared for the Science and Art Depart- 
ment, under the direction of the Lords of the Council, 
detail the arrangements made for testing the gas appa- 
ratus exhibited. In the testing-house erected by the 
Special Committee appointed to further this object a 
gasholder was constructed by Mr. G. Glover, being a 
fac simile of that produced and patented by him in 
1860, and d ited in the Exchequer, under the pro- 
visions of the Sales of Gas Act, and British manufac- 
turers of gas apparatus were invited by advertisement, 
and by direct application, to forward worthy objects for 
exhibition. Mr. G. Glover was, however, the only 
manufacturer who sent Meters to be tested. The re- 
port states that, as ‘‘ Mr. Glover is a manufacturer of 
Dry Meters only, no opportunity presented itself of 
compariog their accuracy with that of Wet Meters 
under various cireumstances, but the perfection to 
which that maker has brought his Meters prevents the 
possibility of those extravagant errors which are well 
known to exist where Wet Meters are used.” 

Particulars and lists of prices forwarded on applica- 
tion to h Works, Ranelagh Road, Pimlico, 
Lowpon, 8.W.; 15, Market Street, MANCHESTER ; 
or 97, Boulevard de Magenta, Paais. 














COWEN’S PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOSEPH COWEN and CO,, 
BLAYOON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


Were the only parties to whom a Prizz MEDAL was 
awarded at the GREAT EXHIBITION of 1851, for ‘Gas 
RerTorts and OTHER OBJECTs in FimgeCiay,”’ and 
they have also been awarded in the INTERNATIONAL 
ExHIBITION of 1862, the Prize Mepat for “Gas 
Rerorts, Frre-Brickxs, &c., for EXcELLENCE of 
Quatirty.” 

J.C.and Co. have been for many years the most 
extensive Manufacturers of Fire-Clay Retorts in the 
United Kingdom; and orders for Fire-Clay Retorts 
ef all shapes and dimensions, Fire-Bricks, and every 
other article in Fire-Clay_ are promptly executed at 
their Works as above. 

COWEN’S GABRESFIELD COALS. 


oa ce, 
Quay Sr1pg, NBWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 


FIRST PRIZE IM THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





Jou RUSSELL AND ©O, 


THE OLD TUBE WORES, 
CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY; 


, 
WALSALL, STAFFORDSHIRE; 

and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, 
Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Iron Gas Tubes 
and Holders of the present Patents; Inventers and 
— Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam 

ers. 

J. R.and Co. make all kinds of Tubes and Fittings 
for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders 
may be executed in afew days. 

un Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, 
Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. 

N.B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, 

and Warranted. 


JOHN BENT & SON, 
WET AND DRY GAS-METER 


STREET-LAMP 
MANUFACTURERS, 
BELL BARN ROAD, BIRMINGHAM. 


All materials found for the alteration of Public Lamps for 
lighting with the Rod. Regulators with Lava Burners. 








BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 
YNE. 


HRAN CARR begs 
most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, 
Provincial, and Continental Gas Companies for their 
os for several years past, and to intimate that he 
as rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and that he is now 
prepared to execute the largest orders with punctuality 


Near NEewcast.e-on-T 


ILLIAM COC 


and despatch. Orders for FIRE-CLAY 


and on the most reasonable terms. 


London Agents: JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 


ETORTS, 
of all shapes and sizes, FIRE-BRICKS, and all other 
articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the saortest notice, 


63, OLp Broap Srreet, Crry, Lonpon. 





HE “LOTHIAN” CANNEL COALS. 


These Cannels are extensively used in the Gas- 
Works of Edinburgh, where the illuminating power of 


the gas is the highest in Britain. 


The yield per ton is 12,573 cubic feet; illuminating 
r ton 1046 lbs. 


power 33°8 standard candles; coke 


Ports of Shipment, in the Firth of Forth. 


BoaxEss CANNEL COALS.—This 


Cannel is largely used in gas-works where, in addi- 

wer, thereexists ademand for 
e best Coke-producing Cannel 
of all Scottish Cannels. It yields about 11,000 cubic ft. 


tion to high illuminating 
superior Coke, it being 


of 25 standard candle gas per ton. 


Ports of Shipment, either the Forth or the Clyde. 
Romans, 53, Frederick Street, 
EDINBURGH ; & 1, Walbrook, Mansion House, Lonpon. 


Apply to J. and W. 





NOTICE. 
LESMAHAGO GAS OR CANNEL COAL. 


AMES FERGUSON & CO., Auchin- 
HEATH COLLIERY, LesMARAGO, and the NITSHILL 
& LESMAHAGO COAL COMPANY, Avucuinneata 
AND SOUTHFIELD COLLIErigs, LesmaHAGo, sole Proprie- 
tors and Producers of the above celebrated GAS COAL, 
beg to intimate to Gas Companies and other consumers 
that, having reason to suspect that Cannel or other 
Coal of very inferior quality, both as regards the quan- 
tity and illuminating power of the Gas, has frequently 
sold under the name of “* Lesma- 
hago,” they have now appointed Messrs. James Lawnre 
& Co., of 63, Old Broad Street, Lowpon, E.C., sole 
—~ for England; and Messrs, La Cour & 
o! 


been mixed with an: 


Lerrn, sole agents for —_ 
order to prevent a recurrence of t 


through the above-named firms. 


direct to either of the Proprietors. 


The Proprietors will, in future, use their own forms 
of bills of lading, and also issue certificates of origin, 
signed, as the case may be, either by James Farcuson 


& Co., or by the Nrremiux & ao 


Coal to demand 


and they request all consumers puvohasing, Leumepege 
ac . 


4 ~ —_ a —— = = cargo 
to observe that it corresponds with t) of lading. 
Auchinheath, Lesmahago, March, 1868. 


for 


Wartsoy, 
markets; and, in f 
e frauds named, they 
request that all purchasers will send their orders 
Orders 
than the above-named markets may be forwarded 


other 


ANT; 








GEORGE GLOVER & CO., 


Patentees of the Standard Gasometers for the Government, 





LONDON, 1862. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS AND GASOMETERS, | 


AT THE 


EXHIBITION. 


PARIS 


RANELAGH WORKS, RANELAGH ROAD, PIMLICO, LONDON, 
AND 127, BOULEVARD DE MAGENTA, PARIS. 


HAVE OBTAINED THE 


HIGHEST 


PRIZE 


FOR 
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\N.B.—A Stock of 15 and 16 in. CIRCULAR RETORTS always on hand. Other kinds made to order on short notice. 








—— 
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HENRY HOWARD & CO, 
COOMBS WOOD PATENT TUBE-WORKS, 
) OLD HILL, near DUDLEY, 


| MANUFACTURERS OF 


PATENT WELDED WROUGHT-IRON TUBES & FITTINGS,| 
FOR GAS, STEAM, & WATER, EITHER BLACK, GALVANIZED, OR: ENAMELLED. ’ 
CORE BARS for IRONFOUNDERS, STOCKS, TAPS, & DIES, IRON COCKS, &c. 


W. G. DAVIS, 2, Brabant Court Philpot Lane, E.C. 
London Agent } tg , : 
gen's ) J. R. HILL, 73, Hatton Garden, E.C. 


| JOHN HALL & CO.,, 
| STOURBRIDGE, 
MANUFACTURERS of FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, & TILES, 





























i] 
| 
} 
} 
| 


| 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF FIRE-CLAY GOODS. 





SILVER MEDAL, PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. 





MANUFACTURERS OF 








| 


| 
| 


| 
ALBION TUBE-WORKS, BIRMINGHAM, 
| 
| 


For Gas, Steam, Water, &c. - 

SOLE LICENSEES for the United Kingdom for the LAVENANT PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES & FITTINGS, 
the Coating of which does not shell off, is a certain preservative from rust, and resists all effects of expansion and contraction. |i 
LAP-WELDED IRON & HOMOGENEOUS METAL TUBES, 
| For Locomotive, Marine, and Stationary Boilers. 
b -iler-Tube Ferrules, Gun-Metal Gland Cocks, Water-Gauges, Whistles, &c.; Stocks, Taps, and Dies for Screwing, and Gas-Fitters Tools of all kinds, 


| LLOYD AND LLOYD, 


‘WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS 





| 
i 


| London Offices: No. 4, Cloak Lane, Queen Street, E.C. ! 


WAREHOUSES: 
{LONDON : No, 157, Upper Thames Street, E.C. LIVERPOOL: No. 4, Cooper’s Row, and 3, Crooked Lane, Strand Street. 
MANCHESTER: Barlow’s Croft, Chapel Street, Salford. PARIS and LILLE. 


| BEST AND HOLDEN’S 





{PATENTS FOR CHARGING AND DRAWING GAS-RETORTS, | 


WITH CHAMBERS FOR MOUTHS, 
REQUIRING NO LUTING. 


Gas Engineers are solicited to examine into the merits of this invention before erecting new or altering old retort-houses. 
action at the Alliance Gas Conipany’s Works, Dublin, where its utility and economy will be clearly demonstrated. Although the saving in labour | 


It may be seen in 


| 


The Directors of the Alliance Gas Company have kindly consented to give every facility to gentlemen desirous of seeing the invention in| 
operation. Parties, therefore, about to visit Dublin will be so good as to send us their card, and we will furnish them with letters of introduction. 
Drawings, &c., may be seen at our Office, and all details explained. 


JOHN CHISHOLM, SON, & CO., 44, MARK LANE, E.C. 


| 
THE FARNLEY IRON COMPANY, | 


wili be considerable, and quickly return any outlay of capital, there are other and important features strongly recommending its adoption at ajl gas- 
werks, and which a gas engineer upon examination will at once appreciate. 





FARNLEY, near LEEDS, 





























| 
In consequence of the increasing demand for their Retorts, have largely extended this branch of their Fire-Clay Works, and are now prepared to execute || 
ithe most important orders, either for home or export, with great ae : Wy . . | 
| The Fire-Clay raised from the Farnley Estate (commonly called the Wortley bed) is unsurpassed by any other known in the district, and is peculiarly | 
| well adapted for Retorts, Gas-Ovens, and Fire-Bricks; and the F. 1. Co. beg especially to invite those connected-with Gas-Works, who have not yet used || 


|| their Retorts, to be good enough to favour them with a trial. ; 
The F. I. Cc. poy in stock, for immediate supply, Fire-Bricks of every size and kind—Tiles, Sanitary Tubes, Ornamental Terra-Cotta Ware 


| White Facing Bricks, the | 


hite, Buff and Salt-Glazed Bricks, &c., &c. 
Prices, Drawings, and all other information may be obtained by applying as above, or to | 


MR. SUTTON, THE HULL STORES, 463, QUEEN STREET, HULL. ms. 
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J. & J. BRADDOCK, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


GLOBE METER-WORKS, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


IMPROVED CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


Of the Best Material and Workmanship, carefully adjusted to the requirements of the British Sales of Gas Act 
and Foreign Standards of Measures. 


PATENT COMPENSATING CAS-METERS,| 


Which are uniform with the Ordinary Meters, and register with minute accuracy. 


IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 








IN BEST TINNED IRON CASES. 
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| 
| 
GAS STATION-METERS, 
| 
| 
| 





ALL SIZES, WITH PLANED JOINTS. 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST- GOVERNORS, &¢.) 


Home and Foreign Orders promptly attended to. Terms, &c., on application. 





MESSRS. J. & J. BRADDOCK, 


Tender their grateful acknowledgments for the past generous and extensive patronage conferred on their firm, and beg |) 
to assure their Friends, Gas Engineers, and Gas Companies generally, that every exertion will continue to be made to 
maintain the sterling quality of their work in every department. 
Their ORDINARY METERS, WET and DRY, have now a demand over that of any other maker in the North of|| 
England; and their STATION-METERS stand unrivalled for Design, Sound Workmanship, and Efficiency. 
All sizes of CONSUMERS METERS generally in Stock. 
STATION-METERS, in round or square cases, on the Shortest Notice. 


~~ - 
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GEORGE NEWTON, 


(Late Senior Partner of the Globe Meter-Works,) 


UNION STREET WEST, OLDHAM, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


IMPROVED WET & DRY CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, 


GAS STATION-METERS, 


With all the Joints planed, 


GOVERNORS, GAUGES, INDICATORS, EXHAUST GOVERNORS, &c. 


TERMS, &c., ON APPLICATION. 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY 
(LIMITED), LONDON, 
(Successors to CROLL, RATT, and CO., LONDON, and WEST and GREGSON, OLDHAM.) 


MANUFACTURE 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS 


At their Oldham Establishment, which has long possessed the reputation of supplying this description of apparatus of the most 
perfect construction and appropriate design. 


CONSUMERS GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON & TINNED SHEET-IRON CASES. 


STREET GOVERNORS, PRESSURE and EXHAUST REGISTERS, TEST GASHOLDERS, 
AND EXPERIMENTAL GAS APPARATUS GENERALLY. 











For information, &c., apply to 


W. ARCHER, Manager, Meter Factory, OLDHAM; 


OR TO 


GEORGE RAIT, Managing Director, KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON. 


GAS AND WATER PIPES. 
CLARIDGE, NORTH, & CO, 


Bixzis Tron. 


(DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


WILLIAM AND BENJAMIN COWAN, 


(ESTABLISHED 1827,) 
BUCCLEUCH STREET WORKS, EDINBURGH, 


Possess a simplicity of construction and facility for repair greater than any yet produced, while the excellence of the 
|material and workmanship, and accuracy of registration, cannot be surpassed. The superiority of their Dry Meters in 
| Tin Cases is also well known. 














SOLE MANUFACTURERS OF 
ESSON’S PATENT COMPENSATING GAS-METERS. 
COWAN’S PATENT SIDE-VALVE GAS-METERS. 


IMPORTANT TO WATER COMPANIES, BUILDERS, &c. 


DALZIEIL’/S PATENT 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





OR POSITIVE WASTE OF WATER PREVENTER. 


Its simplicity, cheapness, strength, durability, and compactness recommend it for every 
domestic purpose. By its adoption Weter Companies will be enabled to give a constant 
supply to the public, with certainty that no waste can take place. 

To be seen daily in operation at 13, Crooked Lane, King William Street, E.C., from 
Eleven to Twelve.—For price and particulars apply to 


WILLIAM DALZIEL, ENGINEER, CREEK ROAD, DEPTFORD, S.E. 















COMBINED COCK AND VALVE.) 




































| 
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TANGYE BROTHERS & HOLMAN, 
ENGINEERS, MACHINERY AGENTS, AND MANUFACTURERS, 
10, LAURENCE POUNTNEY LANE, LONDON, E.. 


And BIRMINGHAM (TANGYE BROTHERS) CORNWALL WORKS, SOHO. 


— a —————SX — 














SOLE MAKERS OF | 


MORTON’S PATENT SELF-SEALING RETORT-LIDS. | 


mm i 


Te Ee 


acres < 
y 








Fie. 2. Fie. 3. \} 
Several Hundreds in successful operation in various Gas-Works. 





The expensive and cumbersome process of sealing the mouths of Gas-Retorts by means of luting the Lids with lime and other 
materials hitherto used for that purpose, is henceforth rendered unnecessary, and will be superseded by the very efficient method shown 
in the accompanying illustrations. 

Fig. 1 shows a plan of a mouthpiece with Morton’s Patent Lid in section. The mouthpiece is faced true, and the projecting cir- | 
cular edge or periphery of the lid is also turned true, and, by preference, of a semicircular section, so that the point of contact is reduced 
to a minimum; the convex form of the Lid rigidly sustains the force of the screw, which, by its central action, gives the Lid a uniform | 
bearing, and effectually seals the mouth of the Retort. 

Fig. 2 shows a front view of Morton’s Patent Lid, which is stamped out of plate iron, having (in this case) ledges to rest on the 
lugs of the mouthpiece; these Lids, however, are more generally fitted to hinged cross-bars, by which means they remain suspended | 
while the charge is withdrawn and the Retort charged, so that the damage done by throwing them about is entirely prevented. | 

The advantages obtained are— 


1st. The sound sealing of the Retort during the whole time it is carbonizing the charge of coal, there being no jointing medium between 
the Lid and the mouthpiece. | 

2nd. The ta condition of the coke by the non-mixture of lime, 

8rd. The Lid requires no preparation on the part of the stoker, beyond slightly scraping the surface to remove extraneous grit or dirt. | 

4th. The —— only about two-thirds the weight of the old form in general use, a Lid for a 16-inch mouthpiece weighing a little | 
over 8. 

5th. The Self-sealing Lid reduces labour, saves wear and tear, obviates all the inconvenience and discomfort consequent on the prepara- 
tion of luting, and effects 2 great reduction in the working expenses. The cost attending the process of “luting” in several || 
large gas-works, exceeds £1000 per annum, ranging in various works from 20s. to 35s. per mouthpiece. | 


It will be obvious that a round Lid is the most convenient and the cheapest form. DPD Retorts are adapted for round Lids, by | 
‘carrying the bottoms down the necessary depth for that purpose, as shown in Fig 3. Some mouthpieces have been thus adapted, and | 
!are in use at the Chartered Gas-Works. | 
The following testimony speaks in favourable terms after ample and careful test :— 

| 


Burslem and Tunstall Gas Company, Longport, Staffordshire, Oct, 12, 1869. 
Dear Sir,—In reply to your favour of the 9th inst., I have pleasure in stating that my admiration for your Patent Retort-Lid is most unqualified. I} 
have 14 of them in use, and have tested them in the severest manner possible at these works, but without being able to detect the slightest defect. | 
Yesterday the strap slipped off the exheuster, and a pressure of 13 inches was thus almost instantly thrown upon the Retorts, but although many of the | 
luted Lids were leaking, not the slightest escape was observable from yours. I had anticipated that at least some greater degree of care would have been | 
required in the scraping of the mouthpieces after the drawing of each charge, but even in this particular I find that labour has been reduced. 
By every stoker on these works, as well as by myself, your Lids are regarded as a boon. 


P! d me 30 t liest ience. : 
ys tn rea. more at your earliest convenience Iam, &c., (Signed) Henry Woopat. 





Chartered Gas Company, Horseferry Road, Westminster, Sept. 15, 1869. 
Dear Sir,—I have only lately returned to town, which is the reason I have not replied earlier to your a 
I beg to say that I have had your Lids in use for upwards of two monthe, and during that time they have always kept a perfectly sound joint. I may | 


add T Motus, Eon, lids are used only one set is required. I remain, &c., (Signed) G. 0. Trewsy. 





Chartered Gas Company, 146, Goswell Strect, E.C., Oct. 20, 1869. 
Dear Sir,—I have much pleasure in stating that, after some months trial of your Retort-Lids, I find them everything I could desire. I consider the 


plan ya tg Gas Company. I am, dear sir, yours truly, (Signed) A. UPWARD. 





These Lids are in successful use at the London Gas-Works, the Chartered Gas-Works, the Dublin Gas-Works, the Burslem and 
other Works, giving great satisfaction. 





Application for Licences and other Information to be made to 


TANGYE BROS. & HOLMAN, 10, Laurence Pountney Lane, London, E.C. 


Sole Makers of Upward’s Patent Safety Drilling Apparatus, Weston’s Patent Differential Pulley Blocks, 
the “Special Steam-Pump,” the Patent Duplex Lever Punch, &c. 
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THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION OF PARIS, 
ae 1867. TD 


\ SILVER MEDAL. (3 


THOMAS GLOVER & CO. 


DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 
214 To 222, ST. JOHN STREET, CLERKENWELL GREEN, 


LONDON, 
























HAVE BEEN AWARDED THE HIGHEST PRIZE FOR 


DRY GAS-METERS, 


BY THE IMPERIAL COMMISSIONERS FOR THE 


UNIVERSAL EXHIBITION, 1867. 





| WILLIAM PARKINSON AND OO. 

(SUCCESSORS TO SAMUEL CROSLEY), 

PATENT WET AND DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EC. 

| Establishev 1816. 








| 
| PATENT IMPROVED WET METER. 


W. P. and Co. invite especial attention to this Meter, which entirely overcomes the difficulty to which ordinary 


Wet Meters are subjected, owing to the short range of the Float, which is necessary, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Sale of Gas Act. 

“It is well known that n Meters constructed so that the valve will close when the water is drawn off to such a point as to render them 8 per cent. slow 
the lights are liable to be- extinguished by the closing of the valve by a sudden increase of pressure. To meet this difficulty, Mr. Pinchbeck has invented an 
ingenious and simple arrangement by which the action is reversed, and any such increase of pressure, in his Meter, raises the value instead of depressing it. The 


fact of the improvement having been adopted by Messrs. W. Parkinson and Co. is a sufficient guarantee that it practically and effectually remedies the incon- 
| | venience it is designed to meet.”—JounnaL or Gas LicHTING. 


| PATENT IMPROVED DRY METER, 


i Which W. P. and Co. pledge themselves to manufacture with the same quality of materials and workmanship as in their 
|| Wet Meter, thereby giving Gas Companies and others the advantage of procuring a first-rate Dry as well as a Wet 
jj eee which, hitherto, they have been unable to do. 








| 
| 
| 





1] 


| STATION-METERS AND GOVERNORS. 


Which can be seen at all the London Gas-Works. Also Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Nottingham, Belfast, Glasgow, Bir- 
| ingham, Dublin, Bristol, Leeds, Leicester, Brighton, Southampton, Sunderland, Wolverhampton, Bradford, Norwich, &c., &c. 


TEST GASHOLDERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, EXHAUSTER REGULATORS, 
MINUTE CLOCKS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, PRESSURE REGISTERS, &c. 
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CONTENTS. improvements needed are far in excess of the taxing tae? 
; — of the governing bodies, he was a power. The Marquis 0 

—  eoot rete od Westasiaster ID OTE | NAL 2 */955 | Westminster was not a statesman, or even a prominent poli- 
Gelninbia Resbeis Ce OT SEE Ser = tician ; he was only a steady dependable Liberal- Whig, whose 
rojec' itions to the General Post-Ofice, St. Martin’s-le-Gran: robes and influence were always at the command of his party. 
= my ow yey wagered - . area - —_ —_ g56 | He was not eminent either as a follower or patron of science 
_——, Denial Geeenls SN ae ae a = or literature ; he purchased pictures to complete his hereditary 
r. an 1s Successor a’ e 0! OrKES. .« + «© « 4 7 j sat. 
Stelaiommiebeiammennlie. 0. 2.8 gallery, but no modern artist was indebted to him for assist 
Proposed Extension of the Greenwich Railway to Woolwich. . . 857 | ance in the first steps of a brilliant career. He was not 
Opening of the New Blackfriars Bridge and the Holborn Valley on famous or infamous as a sportsman, although he owned one 








The Brighton Seatein. ; 367 | Boted racehorse. He was not the dispenser of the brilliant 
Circular te Geo Grnpentn =~ re aS Te 0s abe Oats hospitality and splendour such as made his brother-in-law, the | 


Reduction in the Charge for Gas supplied to Public Lamps by the Duke of Sutherland, famous all over the civilized world. He} 
My by ef EE EE = inherited a great estate with two great houses, which involved | 

e le 5 . : oo 
The Subways of the New Holborn Valley Vieduct. . . » | * g67 | duties that always seemed a trouble to him. Although he did | 
The Town Council of Sheffield and the Gas Question . 858 | occasionally obtain a paragraph in the news of the day, by) 


“ia of the Liverpool Gas Consumers Association to the Gas g5g | bestowing, from his annually increasing accumulations, a. 


The Dundse Gai Arbitiations) 1 2 1 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 [858| cheque in four figures to some charity, he did not make’ 

Correspondence :— himself a name by any splendidly magnificent endowment. | 
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county, a landlord, who lies entirely out of the circle of public 
opinion, although an excellent landlord in other respects, will 
not allow any tenant farmer (and some pay a thousand a year) 
to fire a gun on an estate where he never fires a gun himself. 
By-the-by, three well-endowed peerages have already been 
carved out of the Grosvenor family, represented by the Mar- 
quis of Westminster, the Earl of Wilton, and Lord Ebury. 
The fields, now streets and squares, that came into the family 
with the daughter of a prosperous cowkeeper, who fed his 
herds between Sloane Street, the Thames, and Grosvenor 
Place, would provide for at least one duke and several minor 
peerages. 

One of the most melancholy exhibitions in all London is the 
mistaken investment of a genuine philanthropist, Miss Burdett 
Coutts. Columbia Market, near Shoreditch Church, at a 
cost of something like a quarter of a million of money, has 
produced such a combination of architectural splendour and 
living squalor as is nowhere else to be found in England ; to 
|find its parallel we must go to the ancient neglected monu- 
ments of Spain or Turkey. Mr. Darbishire has exhausted his 
exquisite taste in producing a building which would be de- 
lightful to look upon if it were either busily filled or entirely 
deserted. The inhabitants of the wretched district do not 
appreciate the polished granite pillars, the groined roof, the 
carved oak, and prefer to patronize the perambulating coster- 
monger, or the shops where coals, greens, and red herrings 
go together. Thus the neat arcades of Columbia Market are 
'shabbily filled; the dealers do not send where there are no 
customers, and the customers do not come where there is 
nothing to buy; the shopkeepers grumble at the slight com- 
petition of the market ; the landlords, at Miss Coutts’s nominal 
‘{rents; no oneis satisfied, unless it be the architect and the 
builders—a sad ending to kind intentions splendidly carried 
out. 

We regret to hear that the Post-Office authorities are about 
to invest something like two hundred thousand pounds on the 
plans of their official architect, which no one outside the Post- 
\| Office has been permitted to see, but which are, we are told, a 

sort of copy of the bastard Greek edifice in St. Martin’s-le- 
Grand. Considering that Greek temples were lighted from 
[the roof and required no windows, and that a post-office, 
‘above all things, requires light, the model seems unlucky. 
Besides, when so large a sum is to be invested, it would seem 
||Tight that after the Post-Office authorities had settled their 
‘internal requirements, they should have appealed to the archi- 
tectural talent in which this country is really rich. 

The Council of the Institution of Civil Engineers have issued 
their annual list of subjects for premiums. Amongst those 
|| which are questions of the day, and likely to produce profitable 
|! discussion, we note—‘ The different Systems of Traction 
ie Engines ;”’ ‘‘ The Principles to be Observed in Laying-out 
i “ Railways in Mountainous Countries;” ‘‘The Working 
| ‘* Expenses of Railways;” ‘‘ Description of a Modern Loco- 
‘“« motive Engine designed with a view to cheapness of con- 
“struction, durability, and facility of repair;” ‘The most 
** suitable Materials for and the best Mode of Formation of the 
** Surface of Streets of Large Towns.” The agricultural engi- 
neers, the town drainers, and gas engineers have all subjects. 
The council very liberally offer their premiums for competi- 
‘|tion to all the world, not limiting the prizes to members of 
|| the Institution or natives of this country. 

The question of making the abandoned burial-grounds of 
the metropolis available as playgrounds and promenades, to 
which we have more than once drawn attention, is assuming a 
practical shape. Bunhill Fields has been saved from the 
builders, and will supply an urgent want in a populous district, 
although it is as yet too much crowded up with the monuments 
of long-departed obscurities, which might be much better 
arranged, alphabetically or otherwise, in mural tablets. The 
parishioners of Holborn have been holding a meeting for the 
|; purpose of throwing open the old burial-ground of Trinity 
Church, which occupies three acres, and is shut out from 
Gray’s Inn Road by a high wall. The land was bought by 
the parish for a burial-ground in 1741; a map published in 
1777 shows it beyond all the houses of the City. Messrs. 
Eley, the cartridge manufacturers, who employ 500 girls in 
premises close to this ground, have offered a handsome 
donation towards the cost of turning it into a recreation 
ground. It has been suggested that the conversion of aban- 
doned graveyards into recreation grounds should be sanctioned 
| by a single comprehensive Act of Parliament. 











—— 











{ 





| 
1 

















~ 


The transfer of Mr. Layard from the Board of Works to,. 
Madrid does not, we fear, augur well for the public improve- 
ment of London. He could scarcely have mastered the details 
of his position before he was promoted to Madrid. It would 
seem as if the battle Mr. Layard so stoutly fought against the 
lawyers on the question of the site of the law courts was lost, 
and that we must prepare for the Strand being blocked up by 
contractors carts during the next seven years—a nuisance the, 
embankment site would have spared us. What manner of|; 
Minister of Works Mr. Ayrton will make is at present a'| 
mystery. He is not suspected of any taste for the eoneatee wd 
or any knowledge of art; but if he can contrive to force a clear'| 
way from Park Lane to Piccadilly, to keep open some good} 
slices of Epping Forest, and similar works of utility, we can | 
dispense with the exercise of any very high artistic operations, 
in mosaic or otherwise, in or out of the Houses of Parliament. | 
Professor Leone Levi is a very clever man; if he were not, | 
a foreigner and a Hebrew would not have obtained so high a/| 
position in the literary and statistical world; but his last}! 
reported lecture seems to bear out the axiom that there is!! 
nothing to be received with so much suspicion as a figure, ! 
except a fact. Mr. Leone Levi, lecturing at Manchester before 
the National Reform Union, on our commercial policy, made 
the following statement :—‘‘ From Liverpool to Manchester, || 
‘‘ manufactured cotton goods now pay 10s. per ton. For) 
“‘ the corresponding rate in France is 8s.; the transport of 
“« furniture, for the same distance, the London and North-|: 
‘“* Western charges 17s. 6d. a ton; in France the rate: 
“is 8s. Iron casting pays here lls.; there, 5s. 5d.\' 
“Cotton wool pays here 8s.; there, 5s. 5d. a ton.”) 
Had Mr. Levi taken the trouble to inquire, he would, we be-|} 
lieve, have found that the English rates include the cost of | 
collection and delivery—the goods collected on one day in| 
London being delivered in Manchester the next, and vice versd. | 
To do the same thing in France—until recently, at any rate—| 
required a week, the manufacturer or shipper being at the cost || 
of collection and delivery. Besides, our managers are at liberty | 
to make bargains, and do reduce rates where trucks are filled, 
a mode of business expressly denied to French railways, lest’) 
great capitalists should have any advantage over the little ma-|| 
nufacturers. It is not many years since the manager-in-chief| 
of one of the great French railways was so much pleased and/| 
astonished at the way in which goods were collected and deli- 
vered between London, Manchester and Liverpool, “like letters,”’| 
that he took a house in Camden Town, and sent the heads of his 
staff over to learn our mode of doing business. Again, there| 
are four main lines between London, Liverpool, and Manchester. || 
Between Paris and Marseilles there is one line, which runs just} | 
as many trains for passengers and for goods as it can fill choke |' 
full. In fact, the French lines are monopolies, in the manage- || 
ment of which the shareholders are first considered. We have, 
many things to mend in our railway system, but not by imi-|| 
tating the French goods managers, as any Lyons merchant 
will relate in an hour of confidence. If our passengers will | 
consent to travel in carriages more closely packed, more’! 
slowly, to arrive earlier at the station before departure, to pay'|| 
for all extra baggage, and to dispense with porters assistance, || 
they can be conveyed cheaper. And this could be done on) 
many lines, and by some trains even on main lines. It should 
be remembered that railway investments in England have been! 
often extravagant and unprofitable because they have been 
carried out on the principle of open competition. That com-| 
petition is gone now for a long time, if not for ever. The 
probabilities of new railway extensions are not increased by 
the tone of prominent and influential members of the Corpora- 
tion of London and the Metropolitan Board of Works, who 
not only deny that such a work as the Underground Railway 
is ‘a boon” to the public, but treat the shareholders, who 
are struggling in a financial Chat Moss, as criminals, worthy 
of the utmost contempt. As if the District Railway officials 
and directors derived a positive profit from the want of money 
and credit under which they have struggled on. If these 
municipal viceroys had a sense of their duties, they would treat 
with the most honeyed encouraging words the speculators to 
whom they mean to give no other aid. While one set of 
citizens are protesting against accommodating merchants and 
bankers with a station at the Mansion House, for fear the site 
of that statue of a naked man in a blanket on horseback should 
be disturbed, another set, who have done their utmost to make 
the segment through Tower Hill unprofitable by exorbitant 
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‘claims for imaginary damages, are now clamouring for the 
|, immediate completion of a railway to which they have contri- 
| ‘buted and will contribute nothing. Surely, if municipal 
. governors have neither the funds nor the powers for improving 
|| communications by railways or new streets, the wise course 
|; would be to encourage those speculators who, being in the 
| slough, are obliged to struggle through. City juries may 
| safely be trusted for liberality in compensation. 
|| The South-Eastern Railway directors have shown themselves 
| good financiers by the manner in which they have arranged to 
| employ the compensation to be received from the Government 
| for the purchase of their telegraph lines, amounting to £200,000. 
| With this sum they will make the long-needed Greenwich and 
|| Woolwich extension. Thus, indirectly, they will assist in 
| relieving the distress and filling the cottages rendered vacant 
| by the closing of the dockyards. The new Woolwich line will 
| be essentially a workman’s line. The chairman, in laying this 
extension scheme before the shareholders, said: ‘‘ They pro- 
i ‘* posed to limit the amount of compensation for accidents to 
‘* persons in workmen’s trains to £100. They had established 
|, ** workmen’s trains between Plumstead and London—a distance 
‘of 10 miles—at 4d. there and back. When they began they 
“‘ carried 687 persons in a week, for £1 18s. 2d.; the number 
\‘‘and receipts increased to £2 4s. 5d., £3 2s., and now the 
||‘ amount was £7 6s. per week for 2600 passengers, or about 
|“ 130,000 per annum, the fares being about £2300 a year. 
||**So that, according to the present law, one accident might 
|**involve a loss of £10,000 on the company, which would 
|| «« absorb five years’ receipts. By limiting the compensation to 
“£100 they might carry out the principle of cheap trains 
“further. They proposed to reduce the third-class fares to the 
\“‘ price of a fare and a half for return tickets, instead of two 
“ fares as at present. If they could develop the traffic, and 
| “not lose money by cheap fares, they would make the experi- 
'“‘ment. He believed the economy of time was of greater im- 
|, * portance than the economy of price. Reckoning the value of 
|“ time at Is. an hour in travelling and going to and from the 
|| stations, it would amount for 280,000,000 passengers in the 
||‘ year to £14,000,000, but if they calculated 2s. an hour, the 
|| “* public would gain more by a reduction of time than a reduction 
i‘ of fare.” 
possible, it would be advantageous to vaccinate Mr. Lowman 
| Taylor and his friends. 
i The opening of Blackfriars Bridge and Holborn Viaduct 
has been celebrated by so many Monday pens, that it is 
difficult to find anything new to say on a Tuesday in the way 
of description of the short but perfectly sufficient ceremonies 
with which they were inaugurated. When Her Majesty led 
the way across works by which for centuries millions on millions 
may profit, and when Her Majesty made long speeches im- 
possible, and huge banquets unnecessary, she established a 
precedent which will render progresses through the City less 
offensive to Royalty. A statistical friend calculates that of 
the 3000 seats “‘so liberally” provided by the Corpora- 
tion, the 270 members of the Corporation absorbed at 
least 2700, leaving a few hundred for the noble and gentle re- 
presentative men in every department of state, art, and science. 
Blackfriars Bridge, following Westminster, but on a grander de- 
sign, abolishes one of the dangerous passes between the north 
and south of the Thames. It was not Mr. Cubitt’s fault that he 
was not permitted to combine the passenger and the railway 
in one grand double-level bridge. Solid elegance, rapidly and 
||¢conomically executed, are the marks of Mr. Cubitt’s new 
Blackfriars. ‘The Holborn Viaduct is treated in an equally 


tunately for London, Mr. Haywood was an architect before he 
architect. 


taste of the designer. The main object of the Holborn Viaduct 
works was to make the communications not only east and west, 
but north and south of the valley of the Fleet, easily travers- 
able by loaded carriages. There are plenty of architects and 
engineers who could have designed a handsome viaduct, with 


problem to be solved has been solved most successfully—how 
to unite the low regions and high regions in the most direct 
manner, and with easy gradients. We venture to prophesy 
that these Holborn Valley communications will be often and 
usefully studied by British and foreign engineers. The success 
of the plan required not only the ability of an educated man, 








original manner, with more scope for the architect’s art. For- | 
| outlets for escaping gas, we see no provision made for 








This is a sort of common sense with which, if | 
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‘an Act of Parliament is unnecessary to induce gas — 
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all the modern appliances for uniting metal and stone. The | 


was an engineer, and a road-maker as well as engineer and | initiating a current, without which we have to rely for safety (?) 


The main object of the work has not been for- | 
gotten, as it too often is, in a frantic desire to immortalize the | 


but perfect familiarity with the localities and traffic which were | 
to be accommodated. 

The recent municipal contest at Brighton has resulted in the | 
election of a large majority of councillors pledged to the support 
of Mr. Hawkshaw’s scheme for carrying the sewage of the town 
into the sea some miles east of Kemp Town. A special requi- 
sition was at once made to the mayor to summon a council 
meeting for yesterday, so that steps might be taken without 
delay to obtain the Act of Parliament which will be necessary 
to carry out the scheme. 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue commencement of the approaching year is an epoch of| 
much importance to several of the London gas companies, | 
which have at the same time to submit to a reduction of price, | 
and to raise the quality of their gas. To show, however, that) 








to deal fairly and even liberally with the public, the Imperial 
Company have just issued a circular announcing their inten- | 
tion to go beyond the requirements of their Act, and offering | 
to contract with Local Boards for the supply of public lights| 
for one year at 3s. 3d. per 1000 cubic feet, while the Act} 
allows them to charge 3s. 9d. But it is to be understood) 
that this reduction is only experimental, and if the profits at | 
the end of the year do not allow of the usual dividend, the} 
price may be raised after the twelve months nearer to that 
which is charged to ordinary consumers. 

The action of the Equitable Company is still more note- 
worthy. Under no obligation to make a reduction, they 
voluntarily lower the price 3d. per 1000 to all classes of con-| 
sumers. It is not long since we had to record a similar act} 
of liberality on the part of the South Metropolitan Company. 
Measures like these, it is hardly necessary to point out, are 
the surest way of stopping the cravings of municipal autho- 
rities for absorbing gas companies, by giving gas consumers 
substantial proof of the desire on the part of the companies to 
apply their surplus income in the reduction of price, rather 
than permit them to be appropriated to objects which should 
be charged on the whole community, 

Blackfriars Bridge and the Holborn Viaduct were opened on 
Saturday last, with the pomp and splendour befitting the 
importance of the works. In the latter the interest of our 
readers will be chiefly absorbed by the subways provided for 
the gas and water mains, in the construction of which much 
care seems to have been taken to render them safe and 
commodious. The subways are carried along both sides 
of the viaduct, next the space appropriated to the areas and 
cellars of the houses. They are 11 ft. 6 in. high and 7 ft. 
wide, Two gas-mains rest on brackets on one side, the water- 
main is supported near the floor, and telegraph-pipes are 
carried on brackets along the opposite side. In all subways 
intended to carry gas-mains, the ventilation is of the last 
importance. Mr. Haywood has provided for this by means of 
two series of openings in the vaulted roof. One of these commu- 
nicates with shafts or flues to be carried up the party-walls of 
houses ; the other communicates with the lamp-posts, which 
are made to contain a meter at the base, while half way 
up a disc is fixed inside to prevent any mixture of air and 
gas, that may have collected in the mains, from reaching 
the flame in the lamp, and so causing an explosion. Imme- 
diately below the discs the posts are perforated to allow 
of the escape of the leakage gas and air. Now, while it 
must be admitted that Mr. Haywood has provided plenty of 





solely on the diffusive power of the gas—a power which may 
be said to end in producing an explosive mixture of gas and 
air. The level of the subways is interrupted at the Shoe Lane 
and Farringdon Street crossings, and a vertical shaft is carried 
down to the lower level, which, at Farringdon Street, passes 
under the Fleet Ditch, necessarily at a very considerable depth. 
This arrangement, though of little importance in the case of 
gas, involves an increase of pressure on the water-pipes. The 
construction of these subways has necessitated a very large 
outlay, and, while it gives us pleasure to congratulate Mr. 
Haywood on his skill and success in planning and carrying 
out the greatest improvement ever made in London thorough- 
fares, we may be excused for expressing a doubt whether the | 








advantages of the subways are sufficient to compensate for 
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thie outlay’ involved, and whether efficient means have’ yet 
been taken to ensure their perfect safety. 

The Town Council of Sheffield intend to persist in making 
an application to Parliament for power to purchase the gas- 
works of the town. A report of the last, and, we presume, 
final discussion of the matter will be found in another column. 
It is clear, from this discussion, that the council have a difficulty 
in finding grievances against the company sufficient to justify 
their proceedings, so they fall back on the benefits which the 
town must derive from the possession of the works—benefits 
of a kind which it is needless to say are at present altogether 
problematical, 

A deputation from the Liverpool Gas Consumers Association 
have had an interview with the directors of the gas company, 
and, so far, all has gone well. The directors met the deputa- 
tion in a conciliatory spirit which is to be highly commended, 
and it seemed. to he agreed on both sides that a deposit equal 
to six months estimated consumption from consumers of 
doubtful solvency was not an exorbitant demand. A London 
magistrate, in disposing of a case recently before him (see 
page 825) evidently concurred in this view. The arrangement 
ought to content the association, but, no doubt, irritation will 
be continually excited when the demand is made against solvent 
consumers, and no interest is paid for the deposit. Certainly, 
to hold £20,000 without paying interest for it would be a con- 
siderable advantage to any trading concern. 

The arbitration between the Dundee Gas Commissioners 
and the Dundee New Gas Company commenced on Tuesday, 
the 22nd inst., before the. same arbitrators and umpire as sat 
in the case of the Dandee Old Gas Company. The case is 
still proceeding, but. much more rapidly than in the former 
instance—a circumstance probably due to. the fact that the 
Scotch auditor or taxing-master has intimated his intention to 
tax the company’s costs, which exceed £11,000, as between 
party and party, and. not as between attorney and client, which 
may probably have the effect of relieving the commissioners 
of one-half, leaving the other half to be paid by the company. 
The award in their case stands over till the costs have been 
taxed. The new company’s case was closed on Saturday, and 
|the case of the commissioners opened, and it is probable that 
the proceedings will be concluded to-day. 

Press of matter compels:us to defer till our next issue the 
| very satisfactory report of the liquidators of the County and 
General Gas Company, Limited. 








Correspondence. 


SUBSTITUTE FOR THE HYDRAULIC MAIN. 
Sir,—I beg to apologize to Mr. Andrews for misquoting him 
in my letter to the JouRNAL oF GAs LIGHTING of the 12th ult., 
on the above subject. I did so quite unwittingly, and merely 
gave the do grec conveyed to my mind by his remarks at the 





mpcting, hat impression is strengthened rather than removed 
by the last sentence but one in his letter to your JoURNAL of the 
26th ult. 


© The objections which Mr: Andrews makes to my plans (with 
the exception of that of expense) are, I think, fallacious. 

I could work the principle without-any addition to the width 
of the settings. 

The additional labour required may be put down at nii. 

No foresight whatever is necessary on the part of the men, 
inasmuch as, from the position of the connecting-rod or chain, 
there is not the slightest chance of the lids being opened until 
the dip-pipes are sealed; and, should the men neglect to unseal 
them again, no danger is incurred. 

Lastly, there is very slight risk indeed of the apparatus getting 
out of order. 

Although I am aware that in very small works one man occa- 
sionally perform all the offices, both indoor and outdoor, I cannot 
admit that it is at all usual for the works, in his absence, to be 
open to the incursion of tramps and strangers. Were such the 
case, much more risk would be incurred by the chance of their 
meddling with purifier and other valves than from any inter- 
ference with the dip apparatus, which, nine times out of ten, 
might be worked with no other bad result than causing a dip 
where there should be none. 

In any attempts to supersede the hydraulic main, expense must 
be an important object. If it will not pay to make the altera- 
tion required, of course there is an end of the matter. 

‘I think the subject is important enough to admit a little ven- 
tilation. I for one have no faith in the safety of working retorts 
with a half-inch dip. faw g 

Gas Office, Droitwich, Nov. 3, 1869. PEED SOTE- 








Zeqal intelliqence. 


COURT OF QUEEN’S BENCH. 
Wesrmusster, Fripay, Nov. 5. 
(Sittings in Banco, before Lord Chief Justice CockBurn, and 
Jusiices Mu.uor, Lusn, and NEN.) 
JOHNSON 0 NEWTON. 

This was an action by a farmer near St. Helen's, Liverpool, for injury 
done to his crops by a sulphate manufactory of the defendant's, The case 
was tried at the last assizes at Liverpool before Justice Hannen and a 
special jury. 

It appeared that the fumes from the manufactory contained sulphuric 
acid gas, which was destructive to vegetable growth wherever it fell, and 
there was evidence given that the damage done to the plaintiff’s crops 
came to £118, On the other hand, it was elicited that there were other 
manufactories in the neighbourhood, some. of them alkali-works; others | 
involving the manufacture of sulphate, and it was suggested that part of 
the mischief was done by these other works. But it appeared that the 
defendant’s manufactory was much nearer to the plaintiff’s land than the 
others, and the. evidence went to show that it did the mischief. The 
learned judge, in summing up the case to the jury, said that the defendant 
was only liable for the damage done by his own works. The jury gave a 
verdict for the whole amount—£118. 

Mr. C. Burt, Q.C. (with him Mr. Crampton and Mr. MicHakEv), moved 
for a new trial, with a view to reduce the damages, on the ground that the 
whole amount could not be fairly awarded against the defendant. 

The Court, however, having reference to the evidence and the terms of 
the learned judge’s direction (which they thought quite right) could see no 
ground for disturbing the verdict. Beyond all doubt the owuer of a parti- 
cular manufactory was only liable for injury done by his own works. But 
the evidence went to show that, in point of fact, in this case, the bulk of 
the damage was done by the defendant's works. 

Justice HANNEN also observed that this was so, and that though, perhaps, 
some small injury might have been done by other works, yet, substantially, 
the injury appeared to have been done by the defendant's works. 

The rule was therefore refused. 








SHEFFIELD WATER-WORKS COMPANY. 
SuesrizetD Petry Sgssions—Tuurspay, Nov. 4. 
(Before Messrs. Dunn, J. J. Smiru, Fisner, and C. ATKINSON.) 

The Sheffield Water-Works Company, by virtue of an Act passed in 1860, 
have power from time to time to make reasonable regulations for the pur- | | 
pose.of preventing the waste or misuse of water supplied by them, including | | 
regulations prescribing the nature, strength, size, and position of the pipes, | 
cocks, and other apparatus to be used; and regulations interdicting the | | 
user of any pipes, works, or other apparatus which might tend to such| 
waste or misuser. Accordingly they have made fifteen regulations, which 
they this day applied to the justices assembled at a petty sessions of the | 
peace to confirm. The regulations were opposed by Mr. T. Moore (the 
mayor), the Town Council, Mr. John Toothill, and Mr. Isaac Ironside. | | 

Mr. Vernon BLackspurn and Mr, Tennant onpeors’ on behalf of the. 
Town Council; Mr. BLacksurn also opposed for Mr. Moore as a private || 
ratepayer; and Mr. Barker for Mr. Toothill. 

Mr. BLAKELOCK Smita, solicitor to the water company, opened the case, | 
and read the clauses under which the company were, proceeding. He then| 
tendered formal proof that the company had complied with the provisions | 
of the Act of Parliament, and his clerk produced the rules, copies of which 
were advertised in the Sheffield and Rotherham Independent, on the 30th of 
September, and in the Sheffield Daily Telegraph on the 1st of October last. 
He also deposited a copy with the town-clerk. 

Mr. InonstvE objected to the sufficiency of the notice, but the objection || 
was overruled. 

Mr. B. SmrrH, in explaining the object of the regulations, said it would 
be necessary to refer to the state of affairs in 1860. In that year the 
company were going to Parliament for an Act in reference to a constant 
supply, or rather a supply under constant pressure. By the Act of 1853. 
this constant pressure was to have commenced in 1863, if the Town Council 
required it. The company were advised that if the supply were demanded 
great additional waste would be caused, and they applied for a section in 
the Act of Parliament which they were then promoting—and similar sec-|{ 
tions were being inserted in all Acts of Parliament relating to water ques-}\ 
tions, and had since become almost universal—asking power to make || 
regulations for the prevention and misuser of water. In 1863 the Town| 
Council entered into a correspondence with the company with a view of 
ascertaining whether their works were in a position to supply a constant 
pressure of water tothe town. That correspondence was progressing at the) 
time the lamentable catastrophe at Dale Dyke took place, and that event 
put the question of a constant supply entirely on one side. There was n0! 
probability of the company being able to do it, and the increased supply | 
was postponed until 1869. On the 30th of July the corporation served a 
notice on the company requiring a constant supply to be given. Inquiries | 
were made, and it was found that in various towns, including Derby, Lei-| 
cester, Newark, Nottingham, Norwich, Worcester, Yarmouth, Barnsley, and | 
Rochdale, rules identical, or nearly so, with those prepared by the Sheffield | 
Company were in operation. Where the rules were in force they had been | 
most useful in preventing waste, and had also provided an ample supply. 
In the town of Norwich, before the passing of the regulations, nearly 40 | 
gallons of water per head were used daily by the inhabitants, so that there) 
was enormous waste, but now the supply was ample. The utmost quantity 
contemplated by parliamentary committees was 20 gallons per head, — | 

Mr. J. J. StH: Has Sheffield up to the present time had any regulations? | 

Mr. B. Smrrx: None at all. : 

Mr. Dunn; The company have stringent powers u the inhabitants as 
to the nse of water, and I take it that it will be found the inhabitants have 
some protection on their side. Whether you call them regulations or not 
is immaterial. 

Mr. B, Smiru remarked that the object of the rules was twofold—first, 
to protect the company from waste; and, secondly, to protect the public 
from the possibility of water running short. Of course, if there was & 
waste of 20 gallons per head per day, no water-works could by any possi- 
bility meet the demand which would be made, because the waste would 
increase in proportion to the increase of population. The consumer would 
also have other advantages by those regulations, for they prescribed the 
nature of the fittings for water-closets, taps, &c. He should prove that the 
old works, exclusive of Agden, in the driest seasons, assuming that there || 
was no extravagant waste, were capable of supplying something like 11 
gallons per head per day. The Agden reservoir was now completed, and it }) 
was calculated that in dry seasons it would yield 2 million gallons per day 
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! 
When the constant supply was begun, it was found that 4 million gallons a 
day were used in excess of the quantity which had been used when the 
supply was twelve hours a day. The company calculated a supply for a 
population of 210,000; 4 million —- were 20 gallons additional per day. 
The consumption had been doubled, and the company thought they would 
be able to compete successfully with the enormous waste which they knew 
was going on, but the result showed they were not. } 

Mr. J. J, Smrra: Your argument is that, if reasonable and proper care is 

taken of the water, you will be able to give the town of Sheffield all that is | 
required; but, unless you have such reasonable protection from waste, you | 





will be unable to do so. » : 
Mr. B. Smitm said the company had provided works which, in the 
absence of waste, would supply the requirements of the town, and his argu- | 





ment was that the company were not bound to supply waste. The con- 
stant supply commenced on the 30th of July, and the company found, by | 
experiments made shortly afterwards, that no less a quantity than nearly | 
4 million gallons per day was used in excess of the quantity which had | 
been used when the supply was limited to twelve hours. That would be 
nearly 40 gallons per head per day. 
Mr. Dunn understood that, comparing the consumption after the altera- | 
tion of July with the consumption previously, there was an excess of 
4 million gallons per day. It appeared to him the excess of consumption to 
the whole population was 12 gallons per individual. 


mains to their own houses. 

Mr. BLacksurn: There is not a word in the 48th section which says it 
shall be at the cost of the inhabitants. 

Mr. J. J. Smrra: We want to know at whose expense these service-pipes | 
shall be laid from the mains to. the houses. I should like to know what | 
authority any individual inhabitant of a house has to break up the streets. 

Mr. B, Smirn: By these technical objections they are trying to put an| 
end to the rule. | 

Mr. J. J. Smirn: We want to know whether by law the inhabitant of a! 
house is compelled, at his own cost, to make the communication between | 
the main and the house. That is the gist of regulation No. 1. 


Parliament. The inhabitants are bound, at their own cost, to lay down | 





Witness then explained what had been the practice hitherto, and went on 
to say that it was proposed by the company to put in the ferrule at their | 
own cost, and that it should remain their property. The ferrnle was a small | 
branch, generally made of brass, which-was screwed into the pipe of the 
company, and from out of which the water passed along the lead pipe into | | 





| the house. The object was this: there was now to be a constant supply of 


water to the inhabitants, and the ferrule, being the property of the company, || 
would be so arranged that there would be no waste, and conid be taken || 
out, if necessary, without inconvenience to the inhabitants. It was not || 
right that the public should have the control of the pipes, because they | 
cracked them. The regulation made no alteration, but imposed upon the | 





Mr. B. Smirn said the company supplied a population of 210,000, and 
4 million gallons per day was 20 gallons per head per day additional, as 
| between Si uly and August and May and June. 
| supply was put into operation the total consumption was 8 million gallons 
| per day, or nearly double what it was formerly. 

Mr. Dunn: The principal question is, is it used or wasted ? 
Mr. B. Smrru observed that experiments had been made, and it was found 


| were run out of the reservoir, thus showing there had been an enormous 
waste. He should be able to prove that the reported cases of waste from 


| number of bad taps, imperfect cisterns, and bursting of pipes, owing to de- 
| fective workmanship, was also large. There had been reported 2736 bad 
| taps, 774 burst pipes, and 384 bad ball-taps and reservoirs. 








| This would account for a good deal of the waste; and it was those cases of 

imperfect fittings that the regulations were principally meant to meet. He 
‘might also mention thatthe underground cisterns mentioned in the rules 
|| Were @ source of great waste, and in one particular instance they had ascer- 
| tained that 300.000 gallons were running to waste annually. 


i| 


|| have repaired themselves. 
|| company’s mains? 
|| Mr. B. Smirn: If you can prove a loss in the mains we will. 
Mr. BLacxsurn: We shall prove a great deal of that. 
Mr. B. Smiru said rule No. 1 ran as follows:—“ Every person supplied or 
|| requiring and entitled to be supplied with water by the company of pro- 
|| prietors of the Sheffield Water-Works, hereinafter called the company, 
|| shall, at his own cost, provide, lay, fix, renew, and maintain the requisite 
| pipe or pipes (hereinafter called ‘communication-pipe’ or ‘ communication- 
:| pipes ’) for conveying water from the service pipe or pipes cf the company; 
i! provided that no person other than such as shall from time to time be 
'| thereto authorized by the company shall provide or fix any ferrule whereby 
, any communication-pipe may be attached to any pipe of the company; and 
|| every ferrule required for connecting any communication-pipe with any 
'| pipe of the company shall be provided and affixed by the company, and 
|| shall be and continue the property of the company.” The mayor’s objection, 
{| as well as that of the Town Council, was that “the regulation is not rea- 
}; sonable, inasmuch as it Jays a heavy burthen on the inhabitants of Sheffield 
|| using the company’s water, by compelling them, according to the regulation, 
|! to lay down new communication-pipes, without considering whether the 
present pipes are sufficient, either in strength or durability, for all practical 
|| purposes; and because the regulation applies to pipes now in use, and not 
| only to future pipes to be laid down; and, further, that the size of ferrule is 
| not mentioned, and should not be less than half an inch in diameter.” Mr. 
| Toothill objected because the ferrule referred to ought not to be the pro- 
| perty of the company if a charge were made for it, and also because the 
| size of the ferrules of the service-pipes was not defined. Mr. Ironside ob- 
jected, unless the company provided and affixed the ferrule at their own 
| expense, and kept it in order. He (Mr. B. Smith) submitted that the 
| proper way would be for the magistrates to call upon Mr. Blackburn and 
| the others to substantiate their objections, because the rules were made 
under the specific direction of an Act of Parliament. They must be taken 
as reasonable until it was proved to the contrary. 

Mr. BLacKBuRN considered it a most audacious attempt to get the 
evidence of the other side. The company were to make reasonable regu- 
lations, and no such regulations were to be valid and binding unless the 
| Magistrates allowed them. Mr. Smith had made an ex parte statement 
about the waste of water, and the position the company was placed in by 
the conduct of the town, and then he closed his case by saying the regu- 


| 
| 


Does he not take into account the loss in the 





not. The onus of proving that they were reasonable rested with the com- 
pany, and he should decline to argue the point any further. If Mr. Smith 
closed his case the magistrates had nothing before them, and he must 
proceed to give evidence. 
upon counsel to show that it was fallacious. 

Mr. TENNANT contended that if Mr. Smith rested his case where it was 
the magistrates could not confirm the regulations. If they looked at the 
7th section of the Act of 1860 they would see that they were the judges as 
to whether the rules were reasonable or not. They could not judge 
whether they were reasonable until it was proved before them, and they 
had no evidence as to the amount of waste in.the pipes. 

Mr. Dunn's interpretation of the Act of Parliament was that the com- 
pany were bound to make regulations, and to satisfy the bench that such 


could to show they were not reasonable, and between the two the magis- 
trates had to decide. He should call upon Mr. Smith to proceed with the 
evidence relating to rule No. 1. 

Thos. Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. B. Smrru. 

T am a civil engineer, practising in London. I have had large experience, 
and have made 60 water-works. I am now the engineer-in-chief to the 
Sheffield Water-Works, which post I have filled since 1865. Before then I 

ad been frequently consulted by them, and have been connected with 
nearly all their parliamentary proceedings. I am aware of the existence of 
Similar rules to those proposed, in other towns, and in other Acts of 








From the time the constant | 


that between one o’clock and five in the morning 3 million gallons of water | 
| the 1st of January of the present year were not fewer than 3894. The | 


These cases | 
| were irrespective of the repairs which the inhabitants themselves had made. 


Mr. InonstpE: Do I understand Mr. Smith charges the whole of the 
excess on the 3894 reported cases, together with those which the proprietors | 


lations were reasonable, and asked the objectors to show they were | 


He must certainly close his case before calling | 


| Tegulations were reasonable. Any inhabitant had a right to do the best he | 


company the cost of providing the ferrule and of drilling the hole. 
| _ Mr. Barker: I was led to understand that the company were going to 
| charge the consumer with the price of the ferrule, and then take it as their 
| Own property. 
| Mr. Dunw: No; it shall be provided and affixed by the company at their 
own cost, and shall continue their own property. 
Mr. BARKER: I have no objection to that. 
a : Similar regulations to these are in existence in a great number 
of cases. 
Mr. J. J. Smiru: Can you point to any place where it does not exist? 
| Witness: There are exceptions. 
| Mr. J. J. SmrrH: Give us an example where the contrary is the case. 
Witness: In the metropolis the inhabitants pay for everything up to the 


main. 
| Mr. J. J. Swern: You said there were exceptions to that rule? 
| Witness : 1 said up to the time that the constant supply came into use. 


| Mr. J.J. Smrru: At the present moment can you give us an instance of | 


| any large and important town where the contrary rule prevails? 

Witness : None, excepting London. 

Mr. J. J. Smita: Are you acquainted with Manchester? 

Witness : Very well indeed; but really this is a smal! matter. 

Mr. Bracksurn: We do not think so. 

Mr. J. J. SmrrH: The Manchester Water-Works belong to the corporation. 
Does the company or the individual occupier go to the expense of laying 
down leaden Fi es from the main to the house? 

Witness : I do not know. 

Witness, cross-examined by Mr. Ironstps, said it was understood that 
the company were to provide and maintain the ferrules. The size of the 
pipe was regulated by Act of Parliament, and the ferrule had to be made 
according to the diameter of the pipe, because it formed part of it. There 
was a great objection to the size of the pipe being maintained through the 
whole course of the ferrule. The small aperture in the ferrule was for the 
purpose of regulating the pressure, It was good for all parties and bad for 
none. 

By Mr. BLackBuRN: The highest vertical pressure of water in Sheffield 
was 350 feet. He did not know of places in Manchester that had a pressure 
of 420 feet. 
would have to complain to the company that he did not get his supply of 
water, and the company were obliged to grant the supply according to the 
35th section of the Water-Works Clauses Act. The company would supply 
a size “ according to the different pressures at the time being.” He could 
not give any size of aperture in the diaphragm of the ferrule to be fixed at 
certain distances. The size would have to be regulated according to the 
demands on the pipe. 

By Mr. IronsipE: He would object to words being inserted in the regu- 
lation to the effect that the ferrules.affixed should be subject tothe approval 





of the borough surveyor, because all experience on that subject must neces- | 


sarily be acquired by and lodged in the office of the company. The borough 
surveyor could have no experience on the subject. He should also object 
to a meter inspector being appointed, The borough surveyor was not 
necessarily a bydraulic engineer. 

By Mr. Dunn: There was no regulation in the General Act, or Sheffield Act, 
with regard to the water to be supplied to houses of a certain description. 
It was to be a “ sufficient” supply, and if the supply was not granted the 

were liable to be proceeded against. 


great concussions in the pipes every time the water was drawn. He knew 
' of places where ferrules had been in existence twenty ycars, and the supply 

through them had been so satisfactory that there had been no complaints. 

By Mr. Inonsipe: Since he had the management of the works, the size 
of the aperture of the ferrule had been increased. That was for the benefit 
of the consumer, and not of the company. He should object to the ferrales 
| being put in, subject to the approval of the borough surveyor. He thought 
that gentleman was not as competent to judge in the matter as the com- 
pany’s Officials. He knew that there had been a great waste continually 
going on through defective taps, but the ferrules checked the waste. 

The further hearing of the case was adjourned to the 16th inst. 








PRESENTATION OF A TESTIMONIAL TO Mr. W. G. Wizrt0on.—On Wednes- | 


| day evening, Oct. 27, a few friends assembled at the house of Mr. Bora, 
“The George Peabody,” High Street, Shadwell, to present a testimonial to 
Mr. W. G. Wilton, on his retiring from the office of engineer to the Ratcliff 
Gas Company after 25 years service. The testimonial consisted of a hand- 
some silver tea service, subscribed for by the officers and workmen of the 
| company, with the following address neatly engrossed on vellum :—“ Pre- 
sented to Mr. W. G. Wilton, by the officers and workmen of the company, 
| with a silver tea service, in testimony of their esteem and respect, upon his 
retiring from the office of engineer of the Ratcliff Gas Company, after a period 
of 25 years.”” Mr. Round, one of the gas inspectors, made the presentation, 
accompanying it with a few kind remarks, in which he referred to Mr. Wil- 
| ton’s long service and urbanity of manner. Mr. Wilton replied at some 
| length, and at the conclusion of his observations a vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr. Boyd for the manner in-which the dinner was served. The company 
then proceeded to enjoy a convivial evening, and broke up at an early hour. 


men | 
Mr. John Gunson said the effect of not having ferrules would be to cause | | 
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If by any means the ferrule became choked up, the consumer 
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Miiscellaneous News. 


BAHIA GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Ordinary Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held on Tuesday, the 26th ult., at the London Tavern—C. NicHo.soy, 
Esq., in the chair. 

The following report was read :— 


The directors present the subjoined balance-sheet and revenue statement, as con- 
taining the result of the operations of the company during the half year ending the 
30th of June. 
| The profits for the half year, including a balance brought forward from the 
, previous account, amount to £3418 5s. ld. This will admit payment of divi- 
'dends of 10 per cent. per annum on the preference, and 3 per cent. per annum 








account. The reserve-fund stands at £446 9s. 


private consumers, the private rental being for this half year. £3805 13s. 2d., in com- 
parison with £3028 Lis. lld. for the corresponding period iu 1868. This iucrease 
will, in all probability, be further augmented in the next statement, as the private 
meters, which have long been in a defective state, are being gradually brought into 
full operation. ‘ ‘ 

The cessation of the Paraguayan War will also, it is hoped, stimulate trade 
throughout the empire of Brazil, and contribute to the revenues of this and all other 
industrial undertakings. } 

Since the last general meeting of the company Mr. Henry Pownall has resigned 
the office of director, and the board have appointed in his place Mr. Rubert J. 
Clarke, subject to confirmation by the shareholders at this meeting. ? 

The directors retiring by rotation are Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Erasmus Wilson, 
who, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. : e 

The auditor retiring on this occasion is Mr. Wright, who also offers himsetf for 
re-election. 


Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, June 30, 1869. Cr. 


To Capital paid up— 
5000 ordinaryshares . . . . . £100,000 
1000 10 percent. preference ditto. 20,000 
750 ditto redeemable ditto. . . . 15,000 
—_——- £135,000 0 


I a Fiabe x an -elaxe tg OY grist 2,000 0 


Creditors— 
On open accounts £1,444 8 5 
On acceptances . 370 911 
—————-_ 1,814 18 


aa Rape acta a Ra GR 9 pee al 60 8 
Profit and loss — 

Profit to Dec. 31,1868. . . . . £3,631 1 0 

Less dividend and income-tax 3,248 0 0 


£383 1 0 
3,035 4 1 


——————— 3,418 5 
po eer ee ee ee eee a a 416 19 


Leaving unappropriated . 
Half year’s net profit, to June 30, 


£142,740 11 1 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

To Coalscarbonised. ......- =. £4,611 

Purifying materials . i ew fae 41 

Carbonizing wages . . 

Wages of lamplighters . P 

Labourers, loading coke, &c. . 

eae ee 

Directors fees . 

Auditors ditto . 

Rent and taxes 

Interest . 

Stationery. . 

Office expenses . 

Medical attendance... . 

Keep of horses and horse hire , 

Tradecharges. ..... 

Wearandtear. ... 

Repairs of public lamps. 

Travelling expenses. . ... 


1 
1 


7 
3 
4 
2 
3 
2 
0 
0 
2 


_ 
CAOMKarreooroooworr-00 


£10,025 12 3 
EXTRA DISBURSSMENTS. 
Fittings suspense account— 
One-sixth deficiency in fittings 
(£1447 8s. 1d.)—the fifth imstal- 
Te @c 0. 6 ins > * sn B. 0 
One-sixth deficiency in fittings 
(£517 9s. 9d.)—the third instal- 
ment, eo ee te Be 86 5 0 
£327 9 8 
296 17 5 


12211 3 
200 0 0 


£241 4 8 


General stores and repairs of apparatus, 
chiefly incurred in 1868 . eb 
Kerosine, &c., in lighting lamps at 
Barra, &c. . ‘ ne ae 


Bad debts, on account : 
’ 946 18 4 


| Sr ee Ree oe a ee ce ee! a 
£14,007 14 8 
Dr PROFIT AND 


To Dividends declared, Apri! 27, 1869 £3,248 0 0 
RS GPs. art at aepelne *.s 383 1 0 


£3,631 1 0 





The Cuainman: Gentlemer, in moving the adoption of this report, let 


me first say a word about the balance-sheet, which includes the capital | 
' ou will see, by the balance-sheet, that the only sum brought | 
into account as an expenditure on capital is the sum of £51 14s. The | 
' capital account is practically closed, and closed, indeed, by exhaustion, for | 


account. 


jwe have no capital, as you know, except the working capital, and there- 
fore cannot go far wrong in the misappropriation of sums between revenue 


and capital; but, on the other hand, included among the charges against | 


| the revenue of the half year there are charges which are somewhat higher 
,than usual—for example, the “ Wear and tear” and the “Salaries and 
wages.” I must explain to you what could not be explained to the 
| auditors when they examined the accounts, because we did not know it at 
the time, that in the “ Wear and tear” and “Salaries and wages” is placed 
the cost of a building at the yard gates, which is intended for the store- 
| keeper, so that he may check everything out of and everything that goes 
into thé yard. That building was thought to be necessary, but inasmuch 
as there is no capital, the expense is placed to the “ Wear and tear” and 
the chatges for the half year. When I look at this revenue account, it 
presents to me features favourable and unfavourable. The favourable fea- 
tures are, first of all, the private rental, which is an increase over the cor- 


By Concession. . ... . £7,000 
Investment, to Dec. 31, 186 


: £86,113 2 3 
Additional during the half year 51 


14 0 
£86,164 16 3 
Freehold land . 4,534 16 1 
90,699 
EE is 5 oat are he» ete og wer iw, & 1,257 
Office furniture and fixtures . ...... =. 265 
Pemeny SERENE... . +, 0 0 5 2 » «© * 16,914 
Amounts due by sundry persons for fittings, gas and 
meter rental, residual products, &e. . . . . . 
Stock— 
Re DIGS od / wes £4,122 13 1 
Fittings a ee “ 3,022 16 8 
SS aee eee ae e e 384 6 6 
Main & service pipes, lamp-columns 
and other materials... .. 2,338 7 7 








13,792 


Fittings—suspense account. 
Bills receivable als Bait atl 
Cazh at bankers— 
General account . 
Dividendditto ..... 
London and Brazilian Bank . 
2,192 1 


£142,740 11 


Dr. REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Sir Months ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 


RECEIPTS. 
By Gas supplied— 
| Topubliclamps. .... . . £8,17916 8 
To private consumers and public 
ow eS 3,805 13 2 


£11,985 
OT eae ee ee ee ie ae 271 
ee se ge ca ee ae Cal ae? | ae oe 
es a a ys ‘ah al tes al Oe ot Mat 80 
Transfer fees . . . . FS ere TS se 
Peer eNO S86 eter te ROR Siw es 636 


establishments. 
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£14,007 14 8 


LOSS ACCOUNT. Cr. 
By Profit to Dec. 31, 1868 . ae a. ee a 


£3,631 1 0 
£383 1 0 
3,035 4 1 


£3,418 5 1 


Balance unappropriated ....... 
Revenue account—net profit for this half year 


responding half year of something like £800, and then there is the “ Profit 
on exchange, £636.” The unfavourable features are those ugly extra dis- 
bursements—those old scores that are always turning up, and never seem 
to come to anend. I have been hoping from time to time that all these 
extra disbursements surely would come to an end; but, like ulcers in @ 
| bad constitution, we no sooner heal one sore than another bursts out, and 
Ican hardly say with confidence when there is likely to be an end to 
it. But inasmuch as we are going on writing off in this way, from the 
profits in each half year, something like £2590 a year, one surely would 
hope that there will be an end to these old scores arising from the mis- 
management of former managers. Look at this very account, and 
you will see the extra disbursements against the profits amount to 
£946 18s. 4d. Then I have to explain to you that there is another item in- 
cluded among the ordinary disbursements—an item of £300 in the account 
of “Coals carbonized.” ‘Before last half year, just at the close of Mr. 
Green’s connexion with the company, he discovered a deficiency in the 
amount of coals of upwards of £600. Of that £600 there was £300 and 
odd included in the account of “Coals carbonized” in the last statement 
put before you, and we have taken the remaining £300 this time; so of! 
that sum A “Coals carbonized, £4611 7s. 3d.,” there is £300 that does 





on the ordinary shares, leaving a balance of £168 5s. 1d. to be carried to the next\{ 


It will be seen that there has been a considerable increase in the receipts from | 
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not belong to the half year at all, but to a former period something 
like three years back. Adding that £300 to the £946, you see we get, 
in round numbers, something like £1250, or | per cent. on the ordi- 
nary share capital of the company; so that, if these charges had not 
occurred, and could be done away with, instead of this account presenting 


L ee with profits that yield 4 per cent., you would have 5} per cent. on this 


alf year. That is another way of looking at this revenue statement. We 
have taken credit for that “Profit on the exchanges,” and with reference 
to that item I have an observation to make. You will remember that 
when the profit on exchanges was first brought into the account, twelve 
or eighteen months ago, I made this statement to you—that it was intended 
by the directors that those profits should be carried to a reserve-fund, be- 
cause we feared that there might be casualties and contingencies arising. 


| We knew that there were some new works required, and that it was de- 


sirable to erect a jetty, and we intended to takethat reserve-fund to discharge 
the cost of that and other works; and I said that the profit on exchanges 
going to the reserve-fund would serve to cover any casualties or contingen- 
cies, or would go to the erection of any new works that might be required. 
Now the directors think that the profit on the exchanges might be 
fairly and justly brought into this account, inasmuch as you have plenty 
of casualties and contingencies embraced therein, as I have elsendy ex- 
— And, further, I have less regret, and = will have less regret, in 
ringing this profit on exchanges to the credit of the revenue account, when 
I tell you that we are making further profits by the exchanges even since 
the time the account was made up. But, gentlemen, the ugly item in the 
whole of this account, to my mind and to your minds, I dare say, is the 
amount due by sundry persons for fittings, gas and meter rental, and re- 
sidual products, amounting to £13,792. I will not disguise from you that 
this item has been, for about the last three, or four, or five half years, 
gradually increasing. Last half year, if 1 remember rightly, it was about 
£11,000, and now it is £13,792. But there is this explanation to be given, 
as far as it goes: In the first place, of that £13,000 there was more than 
£3000 due from the Government—that brings the £13,000 to £10,000. 
Then, with regard to the private rental and the moneys due for fittings and 
residual products, there is this excuse for Mr. Kilkarie, that he went into 
this concern when it was absolutely disorganized and demoralized, and 
he had to commence new sets of bocks, and to begin again at the very 
foundation, with very little data to go upon, and I can hardly sufficient] 
depict to you the difficulties that the man has had to encounter. Last half 
year the directors stated to you in their report, with reference to the ap- 
pointment of a manager and deputy-manager, that they “ have already seen 
sufficient to justify the appointment of a man thoroughly versed in com- 
merce and finance as chief cashier and accountant. Mr. Kilkarie, on taking 
charge of the books, found everything in the greatest confusion, and it will 
take some little time to redress the many evils of past mismanagement, and 
present to the shareholders the legitimate results and resources of their 
undertaking.” Now, Mr. Kilkarie,I am glad to say to his credit, has cer- 
tainly buckled to his work in a manner even beyond our expectations; and 
although there is this “ey amount of rental to collect, it is not altogether 
his fault, but the fault of circumstances over which he had little control. 
When he went to Bahia we told him that the company had greatly suffered 
from the way in which the collection had been mismanaged. Some of you 
who watch the accounts of the company will probably recollect that three 
years ago one of the collectors—a man of the name of Thorpe—ran 
away with between £400 and £500 of the company’s money; he had given 
no security. A year ago another collector—a man of the name of Leahy— 
was also a defaulter to the extent of £40; and he had been engaged by Mir. 
Green, the manager, without any guarantee of fidelity. Our instructions to 
Mr. Kilkarie were, toat he should not employ anybody as a collector of the 
rental who did not give sufficient security. Mr. Kilkarie advertised in the 
newpapers for a collector, and a number of candidates applied. Among 
those one man more likely than the rest presented himself, and an agree- 
ment was made that he should find surety in £2000. He was not able 
to fulfil his engagement, which put an end to that agreement. ll this 
occasioned considerable delay, and even up to this time I am not quite 
sure whether the collection is in a fair way or not. I put the matter 
fairly before you without colour or excuse, and I am sorry to say that 
those are the reasons and the best reasons that can be given why so large 
an amourt of arrears is due. You will see that in this statement of the 
revenue account the directors have written off “ For bad debts, on account, 
£200.” I had a discussion with the auditors when they went over the 
accounts, and the auditors naturally supposed, as I have always been sup- 
posing, that there is a considerable amount of this £13,000 that are bad 
debts, because when accounts, either for rental or fittings, run into a long 
arrear it is very difficult to collect them, as you all know. All I could tell 
the auditors at that time was that we had received from the manager a 
statement that, as well as he could make ont, looking at the arrears, there 
might be £1000 bad out of the £13,000. Since then we have had a further 
communication from Mr. Kilkarie, in which he states that the bad debts 
are not likely to exceed £800. Having said so much on that subject I must 
now say a word with reference to Mr. Taylor. You wi!l recollect Mr. Taylor 
was appointed as manager, and Mr. Kilkarie as deputy-manager. Mr. Kil- 
karie was appcinted deputy-manager because he was a thorough accountant, 
@ thorough man of business, a man well acquainted with commercial trans- 
actions, and withal a man with a clear head. He had distinct duties to 
perform, and among the rest ought to have been the management of the 
banking account and the finances. But Mr. Taylor, having a power of 
attorney, which he considered overrode his instructions from the directors, 
took upon himself too hastily, without our knowledge, the management of 
the finances and the cash-book, and put Mr. Kilkarie on one side in that 
respect. Mr. Taylor, I am sorry to say, did other things which proved him 
to bea man of very little discretion, and the directors very soon found 
themselves under the necessity of recalling kim. He was recalled, and Mr. 
Kilkarie is now invested with full power of management of the company’s 
affairs in Bahia. A gentleman of the name of Hope was sent out to take 
the second place in overlooking the works, the carbonization, and so 
forth, aud now we may be considered to be working under an entirely new 
system and a new ag I will not go into any details with reference to 
the way in which Mr, Taylor has failed, but I am bound to say that I never 
was more mistaken in my lifeina man. You will remember what I said 
when he was appointed. We looked at his testimonials; he brought us 
Printed testimonials and written testimonials, which we examined most 
carefully and minutely. Mr. Croll examined and cross-examined him with 
regard to his knowledge of technical details in the management of a com- 
Pany; and over and above that, Mr. Stephenson, happening to have a rela- 
tive in Ireland where Mr. Taylor had been employed, wrote quite indepen- 
dently, and unknown to Mr. Taylor, to his friend out in Ireland to ask the 
character of Mr. Taylor, and all the testimonials that we received were 
highly in his favour. Therefore, you may blame us or not as you 








like—all that we could do we did. We got the best testimonials as we 
thought; but, notwithstanding all that, he has turned out a failure. 
We thought that the right policy was, the sooner to get rid of him 
the better, because mistakes undoubtedly have been made in reference to 
the former managers of this company; they have been kept on after 
their shortcomings had been patent to everybody. Now, having said so 
much of the past, I would make a remark or two with reference to the 
future of the cempany. To my mind, even the working of this half year, 
bad as it is, proves that there is some elasticity and some chance of profit in 
the working of the company. I am not going to say what the results of the 
future will be—I decline that altogether—but I will exhibit one or two 
facts for the future, and you can draw your own inferences from them. 
On the favourable side of the accounts, there is first of all a saving, and 
a considerable saving, in store in the contracts that we have alread 
entered into for coals and freight. We have made contracts for coi 
for two years forward, and for freight, including the marine insurance, 
for one year, and I have taken the trouble to see what saving will be 
effected by those contracts. There can be no mistake about these. The 
saving over the present half year's statement in coals and freight and 
insurance will be at the rate of £1200 a year. If I go back as far as 
1866, I find the saving that will be effected after this half year, as compared 
with 1866, is as much as £1400 for the half year, or £2800 for the year. 
That is the first item on the favourable side. The next is the private 
rental. I have no more doubt than I have of my own existence, that the 
private rental will go on increasing from half year to half year, because we 
do know now that the private rental has been bad simply because the 
private meters were never looked after—allowed to go into a state of dis- 
repair, some of them almost entirely closed. Then, again, it is not all 
favourable for the future. Against the good features there will be these bad 
debts to write off. Ihave stated they may be £800 or £1000, but we have 
written off £200 this half year, and as soon as we get clear of the deficiency 
of fittings, of course it will be very easy to write off the £600 or £800, which- 
ever it may be, for bad debts. Now comes a still more serious item against 
the company in the future. I am sorry to tell you the president of the 
province has lately been advised by those about him that this company has 
been charging, and the Government has been paying, more forthe public lights 
than the concession warranted. They say that, as they read the contract 
with the company, we had no right to charge more than 195 reis per night 
per lamp for the public lamps. e have taken counsel's opinion upon it, 
and they have their own counsel's opinion upon it, and these opinions are at 
variance. I have been in correspondence with the president myself for 
two months, and, although this correspondence was not closed, I regret to 
say, from the advices just received, that the Government have taken the 
controlling power into their own hands, and have not only stopped the five 
reis per lamp per night for’ the current accounts, but they have deducted 
£1500 for arrears, and have recouped themselves at the rate of five reis 
per lamp per night since the month of February, 1866. I think you will 
agree with me that that is something more than sbarp practice. It is very 
unworthy the conduct of a Government. They themselves were parties 
to the payment of 200 reis per night per lamp. They have continued to 
pay it from that time to this, and now they discover what they fancy to be 
an error, and without any hearing, although the contract makes pro- 
vision for arbitration in case of dispute, they have stopped this amount. 
It will have to be seen what redress we shall have, whether in a court of 
law, or whether by an application to the Brazilian Minister in London, or 
whether we can compel them to go to arbitration. I am bound to point 
out to you every feature, both favourable and unfavourable, as far as I have 
knowledge of it, and that matter stands in this way. I cannot believe for 
a@ moment that the Government can succeed in this; it appears to me to be 
an act of repudiation, and, looking at the honour of the Brazilian Govern- 
ment, and the credit which it has sustained in the public market, I cannot 
think that they will risk their credit and the disgrace that would attach 
to it by enforcing a claim of that kind against the company. All I can 
promise on the part of the directors is, that every effort will be used 
to get a fair settlement of this matter. In the meantime that is the 
aspect of the affair; and if might overrules right, it looks as if it may be 
possible that we may have to lose £430 a year in the public lamps, and to 
write off what would be a deficiency of £1500. At the very worst there 
will be profit to cover these things, but still they have to be looked at; 
they must be and they will be freely grappled with. I beg now to move— 
ae the report and statement of accounts presented be received and 
adopted.” 

e Deputy-CHArrMAN (Mr. Croll) seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously agreed to. 

The Cnairman: I now move—* That a dividend at the rate of 10 per 
cent, per annum on the preference shares, and 3 per cent. per annum on 
the ordinary shares, be declared for the half year ending June 30, 1869.” 

Mr. BLAKE seconded the resolution, which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Crouu proposed the re-election of Mr. Nicholson as a director of the 
company. He said he was quite certain that whatever might occur, so long 
as they possessed his services, the company would be in a safe position. 

Mr. BLAKE seconded the resolution, which was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Arrp proposed the re-election of Erasmus Wilson, Esq., as a director 
of the company. 

The resolution having been seconded, was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Crott moved the confirmation of the appointment of Robert J. 
Clark, Esq., as one of the directors of the company. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Arrnp, Mr. Wright was re-elected an auditor of the 
company. 

A SHAREHOLDER drew attention to the fact that a document had been 
circulated among the shareholders, bearing the stamp of the Bahia Com- 
pany, and relating to the company to be formed for producing tarba in 
Brazil. That document contained one or two misstatements in relation to 
some experiments said to have been made with the turba by the Bahia 
Gas Company. It spoke of an experiment made last autamn by Mr. Green, 
but Mr. Green was not in the employment of the company at that time. 
There was an experiment made by Mr. Hunter Jones in 1863, which cost 
the company between £80 and £90, and if that was the experiment re- 
ferred to it should have beem~so stated in the prospectus, instead of its 
being described as an experiment made by, Mr. Green, the manager of the 
Bahia Company, in October, 1868. é 

The CuarrMan said it did not appear to him that the mere circumstance 
of the Bahia Gas Company’s sta:np being on that prospectus carried with it 
the conclusion that the directors of that company were committed to the 
statements contained therein. In fact, they never saw the prospectus until 
it was made public. 

Mr. STEPHENSON explained that certain of the directors of the new 
| Turba Company applied to him to ask the directors of the Bahia Gas 
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Company whether they would have any objection to allow them to publish 
in their prospectus such experiments as they had made with the turba. 
He mentioned it to the board, who said they did not object, provided the 
lexperiments were quoted fairly and ful'y. The Turba Company also 
uested to be furnished with the names of the shareholders of the Bahia 
a, in order to send them prospectuses, and that was complied with; 
‘but he did not think they ever went to the extent of sanctioning their seal 
being put on the envelope, as it mag te had been done. He stated at the 
time that of course it was to the Bahia Company’s advantage that the 
turba should be supplied. He believed the first turba supplied to Mr. 
Hunter Jones was damp, and therefore the results were not obtainable 
which had been obtained since; but, from what he had seen of the experi- 
ments carried out by Mr. Green, and those of Mr. King at Liverpool, he be- 
lieved there was very little doubt at all that the turba would produce 
9000 feet of 37-candle gas. But the question was the price.’ They were 
charged 50s. a ton for it; they obtained no coke; and, as its specific gravity 
was extremely light, they had to put a very large quantity into the retort 
to obtain the result per ton; so that the item of labour would be increased, 
and also the fuel account. Unless it could be supplied at something like 
15s. to 20s. a ton, he could not see his way to its being very largely used. 
The Cnarrman said it was their duty to give every encouragement to 
the formation of this company, because it would be an immense saving to 
them to use turba. 
A vote of thanks having been accorded to the chairman for his services, 
The CHarrman, in reply, intimated, though with extreme reluctance, 
that, owing to the advice of his medical men, on account of his health, 
he was about to resign the chairmanship of the company. There were 
gentlemen on the board quite as capable, or more capable than he was, of 
[conducting the company's affairs; and he thought their interests would not 
suffer by his retirement from his present position. 











A vote of thanks passed to the directors was acknowledged by 

Mr. Cro xt, who also intimated his intention of retiring from his office as 
director, on account of his many public engagements and his state of health. 
He had intimated this to the chairman nearly six months ago. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





EQUITABLE GASLIGHT COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this 
Company was held at the Offices, John Street, Adelphi, on Tuesday, Nov. 2— 
C. H. A. Marretxt, Esq., in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. Andrews) read the advertisement convening the 
meeting and the minutes of the last meeting, after which the following report 
of the directors, with statement of accounts annexed, was presented :— 

Your directors have pleasure in submitting the profit and loss account and 
balance-sheet, exhibiting the results of the trading operations of the company and 
their financial position for the half year ended the 30th of June last. 

The gas-rates amounted to £42,765, being an increase of £2136 on the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year, but there has been a falling off in the receipts 
for products of £621, from the reduced value of coke and tar. 

The net profit amounts to £18,968 0s. 9d., out of which the directors recommend 
the payment of a dividend of 5 per cent. on the half year, less the income-tax. 

Your directors have satisfaction in announcing that the position of the company 
has enabled them to invest the sum of £5000 for the commencement of a contingent- 
fund, to be hereafter applied in equalizing dividends and other purposes, as provided 
by the company’s Act of Incorporation. And acting upon their usual rule of 
reducing the price of gas on the earliest opportunity, they propose to make a reduc- 
tion on gas sold by meter of 3d. per 1000 cubic feet, on the Ist of January next. 

The valuable services, during the long period of 20 years, so zealously rendered by 
the secretary, induce the directors to recommend that the shareholders (in whom 
alone the power of doing so is vested) increase his salary £100 per annum from the 
1st of October last. 











£335,244 2 1 


- £11,301 19 1 


Unappropriated profits, to Dec. 31,1868 . . . . 
belei-alaihe 18,968 0 9 


Net profit to June 30, 1869. . . . 


Amount available for dividend . . « » £30,269 19 10 


The Cuarrnman: I beg to move—‘“‘ That the report of the board of directors, 
with the accounts as examined and certified by the auditors, be received and 
entered on the minutes.” Gentlemen, we are always happy to meet you on 
every occasion, and I think I may say on no former occasion—certainly none 
within my recollection—have we had more reason to be gratified than on the 
present. The report, I think, will itself justify the observation, and it will 
soarcely be necessary for me to enlarge upon it. We are going on in a most 


justified in recommending the dividend mentioned in the report. The first para- 
graph of that report which I would notice particularly is one of considerable 
importance to ourselves, and certainly it is so to the public at large. It refers 
to the reduction in the price of gas, and I need hardly say that this is a question 
which your directors have repeatedly and most anxiously deliberated upon, 
and they had not come to a conclusion respecting it without the greatest care 
and attention they could bestow. They have determined upon this reduction 
not solely upon the figures now placed before you, but upon the prospect they 
have of the continued prosperity of the company. During the last two 

uarters the business has increased more in proportion than it had thereto- 
fore done, and indeed more than at any time during my recollection, and it is 
that, amongst other things, which has induced us to recommend a re- 
duction in the price of gas. But, gentlemen, we should never have been 
able to recommend it had it not been for the peace we enjoyed last 
session, and for the prospect there is of a continued exemption from 
those parliamentary expenses to whick for some time previously we had 
been subject. The turn of the tide, which I have ventured to anticipate on 
more than one occasion, has commenced. There is a juster feeling 
setting in with regard to gas companies, and the bills passed during 
the last session were based on a much more equitable principle than some 
former legislation on the subject. The resolutions of Mr. Cardwell’s com- 
mittee have been, I think 1 may say, fairly thrown overboard, end the 
Imperial Gas Company in particular have obtained an Act, the principles of 
which I think can hardly be departed from, in their essential features, in the 
case of other companies when they come before the Legislature. I think we 
have gained a step in advance in this respect; we had a right to expect that 
the public would take a juster view of the proceedings of gas companies than 
they had been doing, and I think they are now doing so. What is the 








satisfactory way, and our prospects are very encouraging, so that we feel fully | 





Dr. MANUFACTORY AND REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Hulf Year ended June 30, 1869. Cr. 

To Tradesmen’saccounts, purification,&e. . . .. . £263 18 6 By Gas-rates, to June 30,1869 . . . . . « « «+ «» £42,765 8 5 
Geempepreemenen «co tw ew tec ewe we tw eo eo ol ee 6 Ss to i ee Cr ee ee 816 11 9 
Wages(manufactureonly) . ......-. 4,319 14 7 Coke, netsalesandstock .. . . . « « « « « « 5,896 1 4 
po eae ae ee ee ee ee ee ee 768 0 9 Breeze, ditto, tg ke nig tg? Ae “EO e @ Aw 4910 4 
Directorsfees . . . + «,- ° 650 0 0 I eet rd alg ene a eS ‘ 779 811 
Auditors ditto hathgn) af 3ei eke 45 0 0 Ammoniacalliquor, . . 1. + © + » « — 822 0 0 
Salaries Mites Mee “94 «eos 1,703 2 0 Interestaccoumnt. . ..«-« » e 166 18 10 
EN a ee 69116 3 
Stationeryandstamps. . .... . 14613 4 
Generalcharges. ..... 178 11 0 
Bad debtsandallowances. . . 257 4 7 
Wearandtear . o ee © oe 3,543 8 3 
General law charges evi el'-e3 es 38 4 2 
Income and propertytax. . ....-. 84 17 10 
ee ee 22 16 10 
Depreciation of leasehold property, and plant on ditto . 36410 4 
Net profit, to Jane 30,1869 . . . . . «2 «© « 18,968 0 9 

$51,295 19 7 £51,295-19 7 
Dr. BALANCE-SHEET. Cr. 
To Capital, joint stock— By Investment, to Dec. 31, 1868 . . . £274,349 14 11 
Old slisres, 250. . . « 2 «© © «© «© «© «& +f00,000 0 0 Less depreciation of plant, &c. '% 268 1 4 
Sn ee i rn a a on ae 100,000 0 0 —_—_—_—_—_—_" 
Des Se Se WH one EF ol we 383 10 3 £274,081 13 7 
Tradesmen’s accounts, &c. os we whe 3,537 0 10 Charged thishalfyear. . . ... 61 9 0 
Taxes, raten,&e... . . 664 15 5 £274,143 2 7 
Collectorscommission. . . . 343.15 9 ie “a 
a Se es 45 0 0 te Go eS Se be ee ee 6,779 3 5 
ee ee | Fe Cashem@epedit:. 2. 2 se ew we we wee 20,103 4 6 
DEED se 86 We oe wo! iw we 2,664 3 6 
ES ee es ee ee ee 15,713 10 11 
Accounts due for coke, &c. . . . 3,559 2 6 
Oe a aa 1,213 18 6 
Coke—ditto ie ee ee ee 36 0 
eeepc» RE ee ee ae ee ae ee ee 3 0 0 
Ammoniacal liquor—ditto. oa 15 0 0 
Service-pipes—ditto. . . . . © «© © © « » 223 14 1 
Moln-pigen; Be--@ithe. 2 se te ee lw lt 46415 4 
General stores—ditto viet aeaitate mbest 1,994 7 5 
ee ee ers i ae 


Income and property tax . . . « « «© © «© « 
£335,244 2 1 


result? We, asa matter of course, take the very first opportunity of re- 
ducing the price of gas. And why are we able to doso? Because we have 
been permitted to remain in peace, and have not been called on to waste our 
energies and our profits in useless litigation. It is perfectly obvious that we 
could not have done it had the harassing agitation which prevailed in past 

ears been continued. That civil war, like civil wars in general, could result 
in nothing but dissatisfaction and increased taxation; but, having obtained 
a cessation of hostilities, we take the earliest possible opportunity of illus- 
teating the blessings of peace. I hope the proposed reduction of price will 
be satisfactory to the public, and that in the end it will be found profitable 
to ourselves. We feel that it is a just and a wise act. In the City of London 
the companies are compelled to make a reduction, and we think it is a more 
graceful thing to do it of our own free will, and without any pressure being 
put upon us, The next point I have to mention is the general state of the 
accounts, but I do not propose to go into the details, which would be only 
trying to your patience, and, after all, the figures speak for themselves. 
There is one thing connected with them which calls for regret, and that is 
the falling off in the receipts for products. But we are not singular in this 
respect; indeed, almost every other company in the metropolis is in the same 
condition. We cannot help the demand not being equal to the supply, and 
the depressed state of trade is a matter altogether beyond our control. e 
next point I have to mention is the commencement by us of a contingent- 
fund. We should have considered it unjust to our shareholders if we had 
hastily reduced the price of gas without seeing our way to the ereation of 
that reserve-fund which we have a prior right to, and it is a very fortunate 
thing for all parties that we are enabled to commence the fund at the same 
time that we propose the reduction of price. The Legislature has au- 
thorized the creation of the contingent-fund, not only for the purpose 
of equalizing our dividends, but also for meeting any extraordinary de- 
mands which may come upon us hereafter. We have accordingly invested 
£5000, and we hope hereafter to be in a position to make up the 
fund to the sum of £20,000. The next point is one which am 
happy to say the state of your funds enables us to recommend, and I am 
sure you will all be glad that it isso. Our secretary, Mr. Andrews, has been 
a most zealous officer of the company for the last twenty years; be has de- 
voted the best part of his life to the interests of the shareholders, and the ] 
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result of his labours has been most successful. Iam sure you will all feel 
that those who have laboured to bring about the present happy state of affairs 
ought to benefit to some extent by our prosperity. We therefore confidently 


|recommend that the salary of the secretary should be increased by the very 


moderate sum of £100 from the lst of October last. I may just mention that 
we have ourselves done that which, as a board, we had the power to do— 
made a similar increase in the salary of our engineer. We have done that 
without consulting you, but we are quite sure that this step on our part will 
meet your approval, as itis only ty © sepaconng effect to the feelings re- 
peatedly expressed at these meetings. e were induced to do this by many 
considerations, the greatest being that much of the prosperity we are enjoy- 
ing must be owing to our engineer. I need not say that unless we had an 
active, intelligent, and clever engineer, all we could do would be in vain. 
Those gentlemen who have seen our works lately will agree with me that 
they are in first-rate order. We have lately had a close investigation of them 
by the authorities of the parish, and I believethe unanimous opinion of those 
authorities was that nothing could be more perfect than the present condition 
of those works. I beg now to move the adoption of the report. 

Mr. Key seconded the motion. 

Mr. LippLe said he believed the Board of Trade prescribed a certain form 

of accounts for all the metropolitan gas companies, and he wished to know 
why the accounts of this company, as presented to the shareholders, were not 
according to that form. 
_. The CHatRMAN said there was no objection to furnish them in that form, 
if it was desired; but the opinion of the directors was, that the greater 
amount of information was afforded by rendering the accounts in the accus- 
tomed form. 

Mr. Lipp xe did not desire to thrust his views upon the directors, and must 
leave it to them to decide which was the preferable mode. He wished to 
know in what the £5000 reserved as the commencement of the contingent- 
fund had been invested. 

The CuarnMAN : In London and North-Western perpetual debenture 4 per 
cent. stock. It was invested at a little below par. 

Mr. Lippe said he thought the directors might have invested £3900 more 
this half year. 

The CHarrMan said they might, no doubt, have increased the amount; 
but, in a company like this, it was not wise to run themselves too close. 

Mr. LinpLe said he had good reason to believe that the value of residual 
products, especially ammoniacal liquor, was increasing, and expressed a hope 
that in any new contracts the company would obtain the advantage of it. 

Mr. MicHakL, as one of the auditors of the company, observed that, if 
the accounts were furnished to the proprietors in the form which Mr. Liddle 
asked, they would afford less information than the very simple, admirable, 
and accurate form at present in use. The object of furnishing accounts to 
the shareholders was that they should clearly understand the position of the 
company as to oe and revenue, and this was the form which the best gas 
companies had observed, and which in its results differed nothing from that 
which was rendered to the Board of Trade. He agreed with Mr. Liddle in 
thinking that in future they might hope to derive something more from the 
sale of products, but, as had been well observed by the chairman, the Equi- 
table Company was no exception to the general rule with reference to their 
deteriorated value at the present time, which was owing to the depressed 
state of trade, and other circumstances beyond the control of the directors. 
With regard to the accounts, he might be allowed to say that the system of 
audit adopted in this company was so admirable, that it offered the best 
guarantee against the possibility of fraud and deception. It was interesting 
to notice also that, while only £15,000 was required to pay the full dividend, 
the company had really earned, in spite of the decreased value of products, 
£18,968 during the half year. He congratulated the directors on their 
determination to reduce the price of gas, which he thought a very sage 
resolve, and one which was justified by the figures of the accounts. He had 
looked carefully into those accounts for many years past, and he might say 
that the progressive increase had been so steady and so continuous, and at 
the present time was so decided, as to show that the company would sustain 
no loss by the diminution of the price of gas. It was sufficient to state that, 
whereas in 1867 the company realized 37s, 1d. on a given amount of work, 
in the last half year they obtained 44s. 5d. This was entirely due, not to 
any manipulation of figures, nor to any mere paper account, but to the 


jeconomic and skilful management of the works, and the prudent and 


watchful care of the directors. Under these circumstances, he fully believed 
the board had adopted a proper course in reducing the price of gas. They 
acted as trustees for the public, and as such trustees, when they found that 
in the interest of the shareholders it could be done, they at once, and without 
any pressure being put upon them, determined to make such reduction. 
And this fully justified what he had always said, that a well-regulated 
monopoly of these companies was strictly in the interest of the public. With 
respect to the investment already referred to, he had no doubt in future the 
directors would be able to lay by larger sums, still the shareholders must 
bear in mind that the contingent-fund was for the purpose of meeting extra- 
ordinary demands upon the company, and that serious difficulties might 
ensue if too large a sum were invested, and taken out of the power of the 
directors, to meet the demands to which they were constantly liable in the 
conduct of a large company. 

A SHAREHOLDER expressed a hope that the directors, while recognizing 

the services of their chief officers, were not unmindful of the other members 
of their staff. 
_ The CuarrMaN said the board did not forget them. He had not thought 
it necessary to mention it, but he might say that from time to time the 
claims of all the officers were considered, and such additions made to their 
salaries as a due regard to economy justified. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

The CuarkMAN moved—‘ That dividends be now declared out of the 
profits of the concern, for the half year ending the 30th of June last, of 
£2 10s, per share on the old shares, and £1 5s. on the new shares, less 
income-tax, and that the said dividends be payable after the termination of 
this meeting, and on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th inst., and afterwards on every 
Tuesday and Friday between the hours of ten and four o’clock.”’ 

Mr. Keiy seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously. 

_ The CuHarrMAN moved, and Mr. KELiy seconded, the following resolu- 
tion, which was also unanimously adopted :—“ That the salary of Mr. Samuel 
Andrews, the secretary, be increased £100 per annum from October 1 last.” 

Mr. Ruopes said he very much approved of what had been done with 
respect to the remuneration of the secretary and engineer, and he thought 
the present was a fitting time for recognizing the services of the board. He 
was aware of the difficulties they had to encounter, and the labours they 
sustained in past years, when the company was not in so prosperous a condi- 
tion, and he hoped the meeting would agree with him in the proposition 
which, without consultation with any one, or any communication with the 

rd, he was about to make, viz.—‘‘ That the remuneration of the directors 
increased £200 per annum.” 








The CuarrMaN said he was sure his brother directors would be gratified 
with the kind feeling which prompted the honourable proprietor in the 
motion he had made. Of course, the question was one entirely for the 
shareholders ; but he thought it would be better uot to press such a motion, 
without notice, upon the meeting. 

Mr. Ruopes concurred in the suggestion, and gave notice that, at the next 
half-yearly meeting, he would submit a resolution for increasing the remu- 
neration of the directors. ‘ 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors was then very cordially 
adopted, and the CHAIRMAN acknowledged the same. 

Mr. ANDREWs said he desired very sincerely to thank the shareholders for 
the very liberal addition made to his salary. It would stimulate him to, if 
possible, further exertions to promote the interests of the company. 

On the motion of Mr. HapLanp, seconded by Mr. Ruopss, a vote of 
thanks to the auditors was unanimously adopted. Thanks were also voted to 
the secretary and engineer for their services. 

Mr. AnprREws and Mr. Brorners acknowledged the latter. 

A SHAREHOLDER, referring to the notice of motion given by Mr. Rhodes, 
said he felt very strongly on the matter, and from conversation with some of 
the most important shareholders, he knew that there was a general opinion 
that, the company being in a position to afford it, the remuneration of the 
directors ought to be increased. 

The proceedings then terminated. 





GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS COMPANY. 

The Thirty-Seventh Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of the Shareholders of 
this Company was held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, on Friday, 
Oct. 29—Alderman Daxk«n in the chair. 

The Secrerary (Mr. R. M. Massey) read the notice convening the 
meeting, and the following report and accounts were taken as read :— 


The directors beg to submit for your consideration the balance-sheet, together 
with the manufacturing accounts, prepared in accordance with the forms prescribed 
by the Government auditor (whose explanatory letter is appended), and which have 
been examined by Messrs. Turquand, Youngs, and Co., the eminent accountants, 
of Tokenhouse Yard, who were appointed by the directors for the purpose of tho- 
roughly investigating the books of the company, and whose report and certificate 
are appended. 

On comparing the half year’s rental with that of the corresponding half year of 
1868, it shows a satisfactory increase. It will be seen, on reference to the revenue 
account, that, after charging all outgoings incidental to the efficient working of the 
company, there is a balance of £37,507 2s. 10d.; no dividend can, however, be 
declared until the accounts have been formally certified by the Government auditor, 
but your directors have reasons for believing that they will obtain parliamentary 
sanction for appropriating a portion of the large balance of the revenue account to 
the payment of a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, and, with this 
—. propose adjourning the meeting until the necessary sanction be so 
obtained. 

The shareholders are aware that, by the provisions of the Act of last session, the 
quality of gas to be supplied to the consumers from the Ist of January next will be 
increased to 16 candles, and the price reduced to 3s. 9d. per 1000 feet. These 
alterations will increase the cost of production considerably, but the directors hope, 
by economical working, to be enabled to earn the accustomed dividend of 10 
per cent. 

The directors have pleasure in stating to the shareholders that the premises, 
machinery, and plant at Bow, as well as the mains, services, and meters of the com- 
pany in the City, are in thorough and efficient working order and repair, as shown 
by the accompanying reports from their engineer and chief inspector, 


Enoineer’s Report. 
Gas- Works, Bow Common, Oct. 13, 1869. 
Gentlemen,—I have much pleasure in reporting that the present state of repair of 
your works is very satisfactory, that the necessary renewals have been executed 
during the past summer, and that the whole of the machinery and apparatus is in 
thorough and efficient working order.—I am, &c., R. Hargis, 


Cuter Inspecror’s Report. 
Gas Office, 28, Coleman Street, Oct. 13, 1869. 

Gentlemen,—In reply to your question as to the state of your mains, services, and 
meters, it is my pleasing duty to inform you that they are all in perfect order and 
repair, the services and meters having been recently examined, and, where neces- 
sary, renewed.—I am, &c., ——- 8. Pontirex. 

Avprrors Report. 
16, Tokenhouse Yard, London, E.C., Oct. 21, 1869. 

In accordance with the provisions of the company’s Act of Parliament, the fore- 
going statements embrace the accounts for the six months ending the 30th of June 
last; but as the revenue account and balance-sheet for the first three months of that 
period were audited and submitted to the proprietors at the half-yearly ordinary 
meeting held on the 30th of April last, our audit has been limited to the accounts 
for the last three months of the half year. 

Our examination has embraced the following :— 

We have compared the balances appearing in the books at the 3lst of March last 
with the balance-sheet to that date, and find that they correspond, 

The rental-books have been compared with the inspectors books, to see that all 
gas consumed has been charged to the consumers. The cash received on account 
of gas has been traced from the cash-book into the rental-books, the additions have 
been checked, and the amounts appearing in the rental-books as due by consumers 
agree with the balances at the debit of the various district accounts in the ledger. 

The counterfoils of receipts given by the several collectors have been compared 
with the cash-books and the bankers pass-books, to see that all cash receipts have 
been duly accounted for. 

The vouchers for the expenditure appearing in the cash-books of the secretary, 
engineer, and chief inspector respectively, have been examined by us, and the 
additions of the several cash-books have been checked. 

The vouchers for the journal entries have been examined, and the journal and 
cash-book entries have been checked into the ledgers, the additions and balances 
of which at the 30th of June last have also been checked. 

The balances appearing in products ledger to be due from customers, and the 
credit sales for three months, have been checked, as also the products, cash, and 
day books, and the results obtained agreed with the balance in the general ledger. 

The counterfoils of the transfer certificate book have been compared with the 
stamped transfers, and the share-ledger has been checked with the transfer certifi- 
cate book and sealed register of shareholders. 

The new deposit-book, containing particulars of the amounts due for consumers 
deposits, has been compared with the old deposit-book. 

The payments of debenture coupons due the Ist of July last have been examined 
in order to adjust debenture interest account. 

The reports of the company’s chief inspector and engineer, as to the condition of 
the mains and services, and the works generally, have been submitted to us, and, 
we are informed, will be appended to the half-yearly st t of ts. 

We may add that we have gone carefully through the system of book-keeping in 
use by the company, and with the adoption of a few suggestions which we have 
made, we consider it in every respect complete, and well calculated to afford a 
proper check on the transactions of the company.—We are, Xc., 

Tvurevanp, Younes, & Co. 
LETTER FROM THE GOVERNMENT AUDITOR. 
London, Oct. 21, 1869. 

Dear Sir,—I have been through the accounts for the half year ending the 30th of 
June last, and have ascertained their correctness. : 

I am unable, however, formally to certify the accounts, pending the settlement of 
the appropriation of the balance set forth in the net revenue account. 

Yours faithfully, Cuas. H. Parxxs, 

To the Secretary of the Great Central Gas Company. 
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Bad debts and allowances. . . .! ee oo | 546 8 
Public officers— | 
(Company's proportion. me | 


Gas referees . Aig? 
Chief gas examiner . =e te” ae ae 120 13 4 146 4 0 266 17 4 
Official auditor os j 





Law and parliamentary charges. .| ‘s T | 1,100 9 11 
Interest on temporary loans . . 669 5 8 483 17 8 1,153 3 
Balance carried to net revenue| 
account. ..... . . .| 18,196 12 7} 3,469 1 9| 16,665.14 4 
! ——— 








\£59,936 1 6 


} 
| | S is 
Act of | Maximum Divi- ps | } { 
i Parliament Description dend Number Nominal Called Total Amount Total 
regulating the of | authorized, or of Shares Amount of up | id not paid up or Amounts | 
Capital of Capital. Interest } issued. Shares. per Share. — unissued. authorized. 
the Company. | paid. } } | 
} | | | | £200,000 
| . Share | oe | abare. 
| 14 & 15 Vict., Dividend | - 
cap. 69. POs. 10 per cent. 20,000 } £10 £10 | £10 } Nil. £66,000 
| P | | debenture. 
Dr. No. 2.—CAPITAL ACCOU ne é vate the ew dil Year ending 4 June 30, 1869. Cr. 
| Expended | Total Certified | Received Total 
| this | to June 30, Receiptsto | during Receipts to 
| | Half Year. 1869. Dee. 31, 1868,/ Half Year. | June 30, 1869. 
| £€ « @.| & 2d. S. «41.8.0 & £ 2s, d. 
{|'To Land, works, plant, parliamentary and A peettent- By Ordinaryshares . ... 200,000 0 0}) Nil (| 200,000 0 0 
{| mary expenses, office furniture, &c. | Nil. 255,518 10 8 Debentures. . .. . 66,000 0 O}f ~*~ me | 66,000 0 0 
{| Balance ofcapitaiaccount . . . 2. . «+ s+» 2+ 2. ees 10,481 9 4 
| “A a a 
£266,000 0 0 £266,000 0 0 
| Dr. No. 3.—REVENUE ACCOUNT, for the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. Cr. 
Three Months Three Months! Six Months Three Months AEP Six Months 
ending | ending | ending ending ending | ending 
March 31. | June30. | June 30. March 31. June 30. June 30. 
To Manufacture of gas— £ s. ad. S «fH £ s. d.| By Sale of gas— S 2 Z «ff & od 
Coals, including carriage, dues, &c. | } Common gas (141,290,300 cubic oy | 
(see Account No.6) . -| 13,566 2 4) 7,891 5 1! at 4s. per 1000 cubic feet. .| 28,258 1 5} 
Purifying and other materials, &e. 489 710} 838 4 1 Ditto (78,472,200 cubic feet) . 15,694 9 0/| 
Salaries of engineer and officers at| | | Public lighting and under contracts. 2,414 ‘16 3| 2,247 1 5 
works . . o's 8 0 0 209 10 0 | | 
Wages at works (manufacture) 3 ‘ls 3,611 911; 2,070 1 7} | 30,672 17 8/ 17,941 10 5 | 
Repairs and maintenance of works} | | —_ | | 48,614 8 1 
and plant, including renewal of] | Sale of residual products— | 
retorts, machines, apparatus, me | Coke and breeze. . . . «| 5,150 11 6) 3,593 5 4 
terials, andlabour .. . 42013 7; 1,31015 6) Tar and ammoniacal liquor | 1,554 0 5 | 998 2 
18,172 13 8 | 12,319 16 3| 6,704 11 11) 4,591 6 
Less old materialssold. . . . . 15 7 2 55 14 5 11,295 18 5 
—_—— Diam tes) Ges es 6s 6 te 8 Ce — 0 
18,157 6 6/ 12,264 110| 30,421 8 4 
Distribution of gas— | 
Repair, maintenance, and renewal 
of mains and service-pipes, in- 
cluding materials, laying and pay- 
ing, and labour 1,270 19 0 669 13 0 
Balaries of chief inspector and in- 
tors 339 0 1 172 10 0 
Meters—repairing, renewing, and re- 
Se See ee ee ey 522 15 2 368 13 5 
2,132 14 3 | 1,210 16 5| 3,343 10 8 
Public lamps— — 
Lighting, repairing, &e. . . . . 488 7 6 488 7 6 97615 0 
Rents, rates, and taxes. . . . .| 1,271 9 4/ 1,20619 0| 2,478 8 4 
Management— | 
Directors allowance. . 375 0 0; 375 0 0 
Salaries of secretary, aceountant,| | | 
and officeclerks . . .. . 387 10 0 422 7 10) 
Collectors commission . . ‘| 357 16 0 279 0 3] 
General charges, including printing, | | | 
and stationery. . . . 220 14 5 479 12 6 j 
Company’s auditors... . | AS | 86 5 0 | 
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Dr. No. 4.—NET REVENUE ACCOUNT, Jor ate Hel Foer ning A June 30, 1869. 
a ees 
To Interest on debentures accrued to June 30,1869. . . . . . 1,650 0 O§ By Balance of net revenue, Dec. 31, 1868 . 
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No. 7.—STATEMENT OF RESIDUAL PRODUCTS made and disposed of during the Half Year ending June 30, 1869. | | 
aa WEA ES ts SO MAE ih a. a Bik Ski 
| Used in | 
In Store, Made | Manufacture } Sold In Store, 
Dec. 31, 1868. during Half Year. during Half Year. during Half Year. June 3), 1860. | 
> Perea SH DAR BTTIE: Pl tea! ae it 
} 
Coke . chaldrons . 2,350 27,055 | 7,238 | 21,493 674 | 
Breeze . ” 580 1,924 ee 2,029 475 ; 
eee gallons . 32,000 262,060 273,600 20,460 i 
Ammoniacal liquor. ” 37,990 514,265 | j 523,700 28,555 1} 
_ — . —— ee ee || 
| 
Dr. No. 8.—GENERAL BALANCE-SHEET, June 30, 1869. Cr. 
as ——e career eee : 1} 
a. eh S426) 4. ca 
To Capital account— By Cash at bankers . bee i 5693 11 |) 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No. 2) . 10,481 4 Stores on hand, viz.:— | 
Net revenue account— TS ee ee ee 4,600 10 1 | 
Balance at credit thereof (Account No.4). . . . « 37,507 2 10 General stores at works (atcost) . . . 3,073 7 8 } | 
Ween Gwe cs eo st we 205 8 11 Meters and other stores at Coleman Street j 
Interest accrued and unpaid on debentures to June 30 . 1,624 16 1 RL hte eta soa tk lm Se 2,979 13 B | 
Amount due for coals and to sundry tradesmen and others. 23,346 7 3 Coke, breeze, and gas (at selling price) . 572 610 | 
Deposits made bycomsumers . . . . ....44 1,505 19 7 Tar and other products (at selling price) . 20410 7 | | 
Temporary loans, including interest to June 30 . ‘ 36,716 8 10 11,430 810 || 
Amount for wages and contingencies, to June 30. . . 689 15 2 Outstanding accounts due to the company, 
V1lZ.i:— } 
Lightaccount . . . . 20,444 14 10 
Coke and other residuals . 1,058 10 6 
Sundry accounts ; 101 5 11 } 
——— 21,604 11 3 | 
ND 66 eas otha dnd eel meals 71,149 6 10 
£110,077 8 0 le110,077 8 0 | 








The CuarrMANn : Gentlemen, it is now my duty to move the adoption of 
the report and accounts, which I intend to do in the following form :—* That 
the report and accounts be received and adopted, and that the meeting do 
stand adjourned until Friday, the 7th day of January next, in order to 
transact the necessary business, and for submitting the bill to the share- 
holders which it is intended to  etaaee to Parliament in the next session.” 
That part of the subject I sball allude to by-and-by, and I shall now 
just take you through the accounts in the usual way; and in doing 
so, I think I may congratulate the shareholders generally upon the 
exceedingly satisfactory state of the accounts and the balance-sheet of 
the company. I venture to say that we are second to no gas com- 
pany in the metropolis for economy of working and for general state of 

rosperity. The particular blot to which we are now unfortunately subject 
will allude to hereafter. In order to demonstrate our position, I will 
merely call attention to a few figures in the accounts, from which the follow- 
ing facts are deducible. The cost of coal in the half year ending June 30, 
1868, was £21,832; for the half year ending June 30, 1869, it was £21,457, 
being a reduction of cost to the extent of £374. Now, our gas-rental for the 
same period was £48,614, as against £43,312 in the corresponding half of 
1868, which shows an increase in the half year ending June, 1869, of £5302. 
Taking this fact into account with the diminution in the cost of the coal 
employed, I think it speaks well for the manufacturing department of the 
company. I may add, for it is a satisfactory fact, we have just ascertained 
that the increase for the last quarter, the accounts for which have been 
made up this day, is 7 per cent. upon the corresponding quarter of last 
year, so that not only the last half year compares favourably, but the current 
quarter shows a satisfactory increase upon the same period of 1868. Another 
item of comparison naturally occurs—‘“ Salaries and wages at the works.” 
In 1868 the amount was £6582; in 1869 it was £5976, showing a 
diminution of £606 in that department, so that while the increase 
of production goes on, the diminution of expenditure goes on likewise. 
The “ Repairs and maintenance ”’ for the half year ending the 30th of June, 
1868, amounted to £1443, and for the same eet of 1869 they amounted to 
£1730. Now that is an increase of £287, but it is an increase in the right 
direction, and shows that we are maintaining the works in an efficient state, 
and expending more than the usual amount for that purpose. ‘‘ Rates and 
taxes,” I am sorry to say, present the most unfavourable feature of our 
revenue account. "hs 1868, for the half year ending June 30, the amount 

aid under this head was £1202; the amount paid last half year was £2478, 
ting an increase of no less than £1275. That is a very formidable addition 
to our expenses. Our friends, the citizens, are desirous that we should 
reduce the price of gas very rapidly, but, if they want to secure that result, 
they must not tax us so heavily as they have done; they cannot expect an 
inconsistent gratification. The ‘Management,’ including general charges 
and printing, is another item by which the shareholders may compare the 
working of the company. In the half year to June 30, 1868, the amount 
expended under this head was £3576 ; in the half year ending June 30, 1869, 
it was £2983, which is a diminution of £592, so that we have been in all 
departments exercising the greatest care and the greatest economy. Now, 
the shareholders will see in the balance-sheet, under the head of charges, 
an amount put down for “ Directors allowance’”’—the customary amount, 
£750, which we used to receive in the days before our recent adversity 
came upon us. But, gentlemen, I have now to say, with regard to this item, 
which is put down as a charge against the manufacture of gas, that it does 
not necessarily fall upon the shareholders; it is an item which falls upon 
the cost of gas to the public. We are desirous of making gas as cheaply as 
possible for the public, still it is not of the same significance as if it came 
out of your pockets. But I wish to say, on the part of the directors, that as 
a board we have not received this £750, and that it is a matter which is 
mixed up in the pending negotiations, which will be brought before you here- 
after, and that we do not wish to receive it except you willingly vote it 
to us. The balance of net revenue in the half year ending June 30, 1868, 
was £11,158, and in 1869 it was £15,015, showing an increase over the 
corresponding period of last year of £3857. This likewise is a very satisfac- 
tory state of things. Now, I do not go through all the figures, but I just 
give you these few results, which have been carefully extracted, by which you 
will “ able to judge at once, better than by a mere repetition of the figures, 
what.the condition and working of the company are. I may say that, in look- 
ing over the JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, which has just been published, I find 
a tabular statement, which I recommend to the stu y of the shareholders and 
all who are interested in the matter, showing the condition of the whole of the 
thirteen gas companies in the metropolis. I find in that table that the gross 
profit per cent. on the capitals of the various companies is given, and it ap- 
pears that we are by a fraction the highest of the thirteen companies. The 
gross profit per cent. upon the capital of this company is 11°39, the average 
profit of the thirteen companies being 8°96, so that we are earning a good 





per centage upon our capital; and, comparing it with the average, our success 


| 
is very marked. This is the condition we find ourselves in, and the directors| 
have every reason to think that, with reference to the change which is im-| 
pending on the Ist of January next year—viz., a reduction in the price of | 
gas to 3s. 9d., and an increase of the illuminating power to 16 candles—we 
are in that state of prosperity that we shall be able to meet the demand made! 
by Parliament upon us for the benefit of the public without any diminution! 
in the dividend which you have been accustomed to receive. Now, with re- 
gard to that part of the resolution which speaks of the adjournment of the) 
meeting, I may say that the accounts now laid before you have been, as you 
perceive by their report, most carefully audited by one of the ablest firms in! 
the City of London, and I can assure you that they did give the most earnest} 
attention to them. They have made a special audit and a special report, and 
that is the best security you can have that the accounts are now in a perfect 
condition, that everything finds its way into the right channel, and that the| 
accounts we now present to you as a true balance-sheet contains results upon| 
which you may rely. You will, however, perceive that there is appended to 
it a letter from the Government auditor, Mr. Parkes, in which he says: ‘| 
have been through the accounts for the half year ending the 30th of June 
last, and have ascertained their correctness. I am unable, however, formally 
to certify the accounts pending the settlement of the appropriation of the| 
balance set forth in the net revenue account.” Now, you will perceive that! 
the balance of net revenue is the large sum of £37,507. | 


2.3 ATTRELL: Did not that gentleman also certify the other balance-| 
sheet | 
The CuarrMan: He certified it, but with this qualificatioa—that you! 
could not have any dividend. The letter he now writes is to the effect that, | 
— those negotiations which I am now going to describe, and which 

ope will result in our giving it to you, he cannot certify these accounts. | 
But I think, seeing that we have £37,507 as net balance of revenue, it shows| 
that the company is in a very prosperous condition. Mr. Parkes, the 
gentleman who is the official auditor, and who stands between us and the| 
public and the Board of Trade, does not see his way to give a formal certifi-| 
cate of the accounts. We have had several interviews with him with refer-| 
ence to the possibility of giving you a dividend, and Mr. Parkes, in the most 
friendly spirit, suggested that under the circumstances some arrangement 
might be made by which Parliament would allow the appropriation of this 
large balance in diminution of the defalcation, allowing 5 per cent. of the! 
amount to be given to the shareholders. Now that is what we have always 
me to look for, and what I think will be satisfactory to the share- 

olders—viz., that we should pay a 5 per cent. dividend, and be enabled to 
appropriate the balance in diminution of the defalcation. By repeating this 
process we hope to gradually wipe it out by the balance of our profits, until 
it is finally liquidated. That is the object we have in view, and likewise to 
obtain from Parliament some additional capital—£30,000 or £50,000—which 
will enable us to build our new gasholder, and thus meet the increasing de- 
mands upon our works, That is our object in going to Parliament. 

Mr. ATTRELL: I thought you wanted £100,000. 

The CHAIRMAN: We do not intend to ask for £100,000, and when before 
we asked for it, it was not intended to call it up; we only considered that we 
had better ask for a sufficient sum at once, and thus avoid the necessity of 
going to Parliament again for along time. But, whether the arrangements 
with the City authorities and the Board of Trade give us £20,000 or £50,000, 
it will be quite ample for our purpose for the completion of the gasholder and 
plant, and for providing us with working capital it will be sufficient. If we 
obtain a fair consideration with regard to the other matters I have men- 
tioned—if the City authorities and the Board of Trade give their sanction to 
that—we shall go to Parliament with an unopposed bill, and without any 
heavy expenses and strife. In that way, I think, we shall best consult the 
interests of the shareholders. It is with this view we state in the report 
that, after giving you a statement of the condition of the company and its 
working, we should ask you to pass a resolution to adjourn this meeting for 
the purpose of receiving from us the result of our negotiations, and if they) | 
eventuate in a bill being submitted to Parliament, that you should have that} | 
bill before you for your consideration and consent, without which we should) | 
not think of going on. 

Alderman Sir Toomas GABRIEL seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Stewart asked what amount of interest the company paid on their| 
borrowed money. | 

The CHAIRMAN said it was a little over 5 per cent. It was borrowed under! 
special circumstances, without very good security, and under the circum-; 
stances he did not think the rate of interest was very high. 

Mr. Stewakr said that at the last meeting it was stated that the directors 
were paying something like 8 per cent. upon £45,000. 

The CHAIRMAN said they had paid off £9000 of the borrowed money, and| 
the interest upon the remaining amount was 5} per cent. 

Mr. Lewis asked whether the directors proposed to appropriate the whole| 
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of the balance of net revenue, after paying 5 per cent. to the shareholders, to 
the liquidation of the defalcations, 

The CHArrMAN said it was their wish to be allowed to do so, but it was a 
matter involved in some legal dispute, which they must get through in the 
best way they could, 

A SHAREHOLDER asked whether it was likely that anything would be 
realized to the company from Higgs’s ‘estate. 

The CHAIRMAN said he was afraid the amount would be small, if, indeed, 
there was anything realized. The company had recovered the amount for 
which Higgs’s guarantee was given; the other matter depended upon the 
settlement of legal points. 

Mr. Nopzs said it appeared that the directors only proposed to pay 5 per 
— for the last half year; they did not say anything about the previous 

alf. 

The CuareMan said they had only thought about paying on the last half 
year. But it was as broad as it was long, for if they paid on one half year 
only the sooner they would arrive at their statutory dividend of 10 per cent. 

Mr. Nopes asked what the Government had to do with the profits or divi- 
dends of the company. 

The CuarrMaN said the Act of Parliament of 1868 enacted that no dividend 
should be declared by the company until the accounts were formally certified 
by the official auditor. 

Mr, ATrRELt asked the amount of cash the company had at their bankers. 

The Cuamman: £8100. 

Mr. ATTRELL thought the whole of the balance of net revenue, £37,507, 
should be there, or that the directors should have employed it to reduce the 
sums due by the company, according to the balance-sheet, for coals and to 
sundry tradesmen, 

The CHAIRMAN said the balance referred to formed the working capital of 
the company. 

Mr. ATTRELL thought that the bad debts was-a very serious item fora 
company supplying in the City of London, and that the rate of interest on 
the borrowed money was too high. 

The CHa1rMaN said the parliamentary borrowing powers of the company 
were exhausted, and therefore the directors could not obtain money upon 
such advantageous terms. 

Mr, ATTRELL said that at the last meeting the directors held out a promise 
to the shareholders that they would get a 5 per cent. dividend, and on the 
faith of that promise they got themselves re-elected. The same sort of hope 
was again held out to the shareholders, although they knew that the Act of 
Parliament was decisive on the point, that not one farthing of the profits 
could be so appropriated until the amount of the defalcations was cleared off. 
It was not right to hold out such hopes, which were only calculated to mislead 
the shareholders, 

A SHAREHOLDER said the rock upon which the company had split in times 

t was the outstanding debts. From his experience in other companies, 

e thought they were much too large, and he was fearful the rental accounts 
were not looked up so closely as they should be. He wished to be informed 
what system was now adopted with reference to the paying in of the moneys 
collected. If properly managed, this ought to be one of the most prosperous 
companies in London. 
The CuarrMaN said, with regard to the question asked by the honourable 
gentleman as tothe mode of paying in the moneys collected, he had great 
pleasure in stating that the moneys were all paid in to the bankers under the 
most stringent restrictions, and he might add that the regulations of the 
office had been entirely revised. There was not one of the old officers 
retained, and the strictest oversight of the proceedings was observed. The 
interest charged in the accounts was the sum due under that head to the 
30th of June, and it had since been paid. The borrowed money at the last 
meeting was £45,000; of that sum upwards of £9000 had since been paid, 
and the rate of interest on the balance was about 54 percent. A share- 
holder had commented upon the large amount of gas-rental due at the time 
the accounts were made up. It was a very great satisfaction to him to be 
able to state that the total amount of arrears at the present time of the 
£20,444 due for gas-rental at the 30th of June was only £2055 11s. He had 
no hesitation in saying, in the presence of the most experienced gas director 
in the City of London, that no company could exhibit a better state of collec- 
tion than that. 

Mr. Gray: Quite so. 

The CuHaIrMAN said he thought the accounts showed a most healthful 
condition of things. With reference to the high rate of interest at which 
the company borrowed money in the first instance, it must be borne in mind 
that the value of money in the market was much greater at that time, and 
the security the company had to give was not of the best class, their parlia- 
mentary borrowing powers having previously been exhausted. 

Mr. Gray said that at the last meeting of the company there was a strong 
feeling of irritation against the directors, and he did not for a moment pretend 
to urge that it was altogether undeserved. Unfortunately for them, they had 
done as many before them—placed confidence in persons unworthy of it. But 
having discovered their mistake, he felt sure that if they were left to pursue 
the course which their intelligence and experience suggested, the company 
would soon be reinstated in its former condition of prosperity. It appeared 
to him that the affairs of the company were managed with great economy, 
and reflected the greatest credit upon the board. When the shareholders 
last met, the shares of the company had been reduced in value to £11; they 
were now selling at £13, and therefore the capital had increased nearly 20 

r cent. in value since the unfortunate defalcations took place, which should 
be a matter of consolation to all present, although the payment of dividends 
might be deferred for some time; it showed, moreover, the confidence the 
public had in the stability of the undertaking. He complimented the direc- 
tors upon the clear and satisfactory manner in which they had submitted the 
affairs of the company to the shareholders, and he urged upon the latter the 
duty of co-operating with the board in their endeavours to secure a return of 
the former prosperity of the concern. 

Dr. Buss thought it was not to be wondered at that the shareholders felt 
very strongly on the subject of the recent misfortunes of the company, and 
that they should have expressed themselves in terms of indignation when the 
audacious robbery of their property became known tothem. In his opinion 
the directors had since done the best they could for the company, and it was 
the duty of the shareholders to work with them in reinstating their 

roperty. 

. he Cmarmcan said it had been stated that at the last meeting he pro- 
mised the shareholders 5 per cent. He did not think he could have been so 
indiscreet as to make such a promise, although there certainly was a hope 
that they might be able to pay a dividend at that rate. Indeed, that was the 
impression upon the minds of the directors as to what was the correct plan to 
pursue, and it was for the purpose of carrying out an arrangement of that 
nature they were now going to Parliament. 

A SHAREHOLDER congratulated the meeting on the altered form of the 

accounts, and expressed his belief that if the present form had been always 








in use the misfortunes over which they had now to lament could not have 
occurred. He wished to know how it was that in the last accounts the de- 
falcations were set down at £66,688, which, with ‘‘Gas short journalled,” 
£6699, made a total deficiency of £73,387, whereas now the defalcations 
brought forward were only £71,149, showing a difference of £2200. There 
were several other discrepancies, on a comparison of accounts, which he 
wished to have explained. 

The Cuarrman said he was afraid he could not follow the figures of the 
honourable proprietor with sufficient precision to be able. to. give an answer 
on the spot, but if the honourable proprietor would call at the office, the 
accountant would go through the several items with him, and no doubt give 
satisfactory explanations. 

Mr. Samira asked whether it was true, as reported, that Higgs’s wife was 
receiving £5 a week from the company. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was quite untrue—the company had made her no 
allowance. The Court of Bankruptcy, to the surprise of the directors, had 
sanctioned an allowance of £5 a week for some time, and he believed that it 
was the price paid for communications which enabled the parties to make 
Higgs a bankrupt, but that allowance had now ceased. In answer to further 
inquiries, the chairman said the directors had exercised great caution in the 
engagement of their new staff, and that every step which could be suggested 
had been taken with the view of bringing Higgs to justice. 

A SHAREHOLDER asked how long it would be, supposing no dividend was 
now paid, before the company would be clear of liability on account of the 
defalcations. : 

The CHAIRMAN said it was a most difficult question to answer, depending 
entirely upon the portion of profits which they were allowed to apply to that 
purpose. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. ATTRELL then moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Harris, the company’s 
mann, for the satisfactory manner in which he had carried on the 
works, 

The motion having been seconded, ’ 

The CHArrMaN said he had great pleasure in putting it to the meeting, 
and in endorsing all that had been said in praise of Mr. Harris, who was a 
very skilful engineer, and most assiduous in the performance of his duties. 

The motion was very cordially adopted. 

Mr. ATTRELL expressed a hope that the shareholders would not content 
themselves merely with this verbal acknowledgment of their approval, but, 
as soon as the company was restored to a degree of prosperity, that they 
would give Mr. Harris a more substantial evidence of it. 

The CHarRMaN said it was a matter within the province of the directors, 
and they had it in mind at the commencement of next year to make a sub- 
stantial addition to the salary of their engineer. 

Mr. Gray moved a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, which 
was duly seconded, and carried mem. con. 

The CuarrMan said,’on the part of his colleagues and for himself, he was 
much indebted for this mark of the confidence of the shareholders, and could 
only assure them that the adversity which had befallen the company would 
make them more earnest and attentive: to their duties, in the hope that they 
might soon meet the shareholders under more prosperous circumstances. 

Mr. Harris acknowledged the vote of thanks which had been given to him, 
and said he was extremely obliged for the way in which it had been accorded 
by the meeting. During the whole time he had been connected with the 
company it had been his utmost endeavour to serve the interests of the 
shareholders on every possible occasion. The company had had to pass 
through some little difficulties, but he hoped more favourable times were 
reserved for them in the future, and he could only assure them that, as far 
as it lay in his power, nothing should be wanting to restore and maintain 
the prosperity of the undertaking. 





SINGAPORE GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 

An Extraordinary General Meeting of this Company was held at the 
London Tavern, on Tuesday, Oct. 26—H. P. StepHenson, Esq., in the 
chair. 

The Secretary (Mr. R. King) having read the notice convening. the 
meeting, the following report and statements of account were submitted :— 

The directors have the satisfaction of reporting continued progress in the lighting 
of Singapore, for particulars of which they refer to the report annexed from their 
engineer and manager, Mr. E. J. Wells, dated Aug. 21, 1869. | 

The balance-sheet to June 30, 1869, and appended to this report, shows the finan- 





cial position of the company. The profits for the half ted are £1419 4s. 6d., after | 


writing off, for depreciation of works and plant, and off the expenses of first esta- | 
blishment, as per balance-sheet, at the rate of three-quarters per cent. per annum, 
which, together with £24 12s. 9d., the unappropriated profit of the preceding half 
year, makes the available balance £1443 17s. 3d. Out of this sum the directors re 
commend the declaration of a dividend at the rate of 7} per cent. per annum, less 
income-tax, on the preference capital, and a dividend at the rate of 5 per cent. per 
annum on the amounts paid on the original capital, free from income-tax: the 
balance of £199 14s. 4d. to be carried forward to the profit of the succeeding half 
year. The profit is sufficient to pay a dividend of 6 per cent. on the ordinary share 
capital, but, as the company is meanwhile short of working capital, the directors 
consider it is not desirable at present to increase the dividend beyond 5 per cent. 

The dividend will be payable as soon as funds are received from Singapore, of 
which due notice will be given, 


The report of the engineer and manager (Mr. Wells) was as follows:— 
Gas-Works, Singapore, Aug. 21, 1869. 

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to lay before you my report, and also the several 
balance-sheets, statements of accounts, and stock-sheets, showing the working for 
the half year ending June 30, 1869. They have all been carefully prepared, and I 
trust you will find them correct, and that they will meet with your approval. It is 
satisfactory to know that we are in a progressive state, notwithstanding the general 
depression of trade, thus causing the consumers to reduce their consumption to the 
lowest point possible. The low price of cocoa-nut oil also affects us materially. 

In the carbonizing department you will perceive that we have an increase in the 
rental of 302.06 dols., with a decrease in the consumption of coals of 1 ton 44 ewts., 
and also a considerable decrease in the first cost of coals as compared with last half 
year; this arises from the favourable state of the coal market. 

The whole of the coke and tar made during the half year has been disposed of at 
improved rates, and shows an increase in the products of 272.44 dols. I am in hopes 
in time to get a good sale for coke with the Chinese blacksmiths, as they begin to 
find out it is superior to charcoal for their use. The supply of coals to the works 
is now definitely settled for some time to come on favourable terms, which will, in 
future half — improve the profits. The markets were overstocked, and Austra- 
lian coals of the best quality were offering at low rates. Chih 

The committee deemed it advisable to purchase two cargoes—the Sidonie’s, at a 
cost, laid down in the company’s stores, of £1 13s. 3d. per ton; also the Jourdain’s 
cargo, at £1 lls. 7d. The Mirage’s cargo, mentioned in my last report, cost 
£1 12s. 5d. in the stores. Another cargo of 640 tons is stored upon the works, 
= the company are to purchase in May, 1870, at 7.00 dols. per ton and landing 
c es. 

The stock of coals on the works is much larger than I should recommend under 
ordinary circumstances, and will keep the company short of working capital for a 
few months ; but this will be more than counterbalanced by the low rates at which 
coals have been obtained, and the favourable position which we are placed in for the 
next eighteen months. 
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The whole of the retorts are in thorough working condition. The two b 
brick retorts now in use were lighted up on the 13th of May, and I anticipate to 
have eight months working from them; after that time I have no doubt but that 
= must be reset. No. 4 bed will have worked 39 months, No. 5 bed 46 months. 

he main which I referred to in my last report has been laid across Princeps 
Estate. Three houses have been lighted up, and at Government House the pipes 
are all completed and the fittings commenced to be fixed. 

The Diomed steamer, which fet Liverpool on the 10th of June, arrived in Singa- 
pore on the 10th of August, bringing the fittings for Government House, sunlights 
for the town-hall, and also specimen fittings for St. Andrew’s Church. 
| The fitters are fully engaged upon the several departments of the work, and also 
in fixing devices for the Eninese illuminations. 
| The process of purifying continues quite satisfactory with the oxide of iron and 
ammoniacal liquor, and is working economically. The illuminating power of the 
gas has been maintained at 134 candles, free from sulphur, and with but slight traces 





The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, in rising to move the adoption of the report, 

I shall, as usual, trouble you with a few observations. Taking the balance- 
sheet in your hands, you will find that practically for ‘the present, as was 
the case last half year, we have arrived at the close of our capital account. 
Our extensions during the half year have only amounted to £211, while the 
sum written off for depreciation amounts to £156, the increased capital 
being only the difference between the two. The extensions were chiefly an 
extension of mains to the Government House, upon which we hope there 
will be a profitable return. The Government House is not yet lighted up, 
but we hope in the present half year it will be, and that our next accounts 
will show an improved rental from this source, and from the supply of gas 
to the houses on that line of main. As regards our capital account, on the 
debtor s\ « you will see that we have called up a small amount, £25, that 
our debentures have increased £400, and sundry creditors, £197. On the 
credit side you will see that we have £1198 less cash in hand and bills, the 
cause of which I will explain presently, but that we have more than £2000 
extra in stock. The reason for that is as follows:—The local committee 
and Mr. Wells, exercising, as I think, a very wise discretion at a time when 
Australian coals were almost, as I may say, a drug in the market at Singa- 
pore, have stocked the company very largely indeed with that description 
of coal, Of course, as we have had to pay for this coal, our cash has been 
considerably diminished, but there is no doubt that we have now a stock of 
coal at Singapore sufficient to last us for the next two years, which stock 
been laid in at a most reasonable price. The cost of the coal which 

we have recently laid in comes to about 32s. per ton, but that price in- 
cludes the cost of erecting a special shed for its reception and storeage. 
We still continue to get very good results indeed from the Austra- 
lian coal, and I have no doubt that ultimately it will be the only 
coal we shall use. We have, as I have stated, now got two years supply 
laid in at 8 most moderate price, and therefore, though it keeps us 
rather short of money,I think the policy which Mr. Wells and the local 
committee adopted was very wise, and one which will be of great 
advantage tothe company. Nowas regards our profit and loss account, you 
will see that it is considerably improved. I have always, as you know, 
studiously avoided congratulating the shareholders on the success of the com- 
pany, but on the present occasion I am almcst induczd to express the hope and 
belief that next Ralf year we shall be able to present you with a statement 
showing a large addition to our profits. You will see by the balance-sheet 
that we have had a trifling increase of gas-rental—£76—but this rental has 
been secured with a diminuation of £240 in the cost of coal, and as half year 
by half year the rental increases, if the cost of coal continues favourable, as, 
looking at the state of the market, we hope it may, we think there is no 
doubt we shall be able to carry on our business with still greater advantage. 
There is this other favourable item also, that at the time when the cost of 
@oal is considerably decreased we have obtained a much better price for our 
coke. You will see by a comparison of the accounts that our coke, which 














as produced was 9190 cubic feet per ton; gas 
T cadies loss or deficiency, including the con- 


aid for, 8348 cubic feet per ton o . 
st oY the engineer’s half-yearly report will furnish 


sumption on the works, 9°2° per cent. ; 
you with all other details. 

Total increase of lights for the half year, as’shown 
Total number of lights in use on the 30th of June, 


by the corrected returns, 278. 
6523; number of houses and 


i ildi lighted, 602; private lamps, 37. Taking into consideration the 
public buildings lightec priva’ Pp Z > Sicstin of Ge 


scarcity of money in Singapore during the past half year, 
accounts has been satisfactory. 
The works, plant, apparatus, 
ironwork, by frequent tarring, is well preserved. : 
Upon closing this report, to show you we are not behind the age, 


answer my expectations, we shall effect a considerable saving in this department. 
Cr. 





Dr. BALANCE-SHEET, June 30, 1869. 
| To Capital— By Cashatbankers . . . « « «© «+ + £652 4 
£5 paid on 2000 preference shares . £10,000 0 0 Ditto in hands ofsecretary. . . . + 1110 
| = »  7009ordinaryditto . . 35,045 0 0 Bills receivable . . . «© «© © «© « 400 0 gues 9 3 
2 25 ‘oe 50 0 0 —_——_———— AL = 
| Y aoe oo £45,095 0 0 Office furniture = eee se tast . Mm 07 
| 9034 shares. Cost of works and plant, as per las 
— ‘ Ce ss tw es OW £30,765 9 0 
CO EE ee a a | lle Add extensions during half year. . 211 5 8 
Sundry creditors. . . 2. 2 2 © © © «© © © 6) (8,970 7 I ee 
Ineurenes SOUR. « «6 + «+ — 7 911 ; _ £30,976 14 8 
PE oc bt ce ec ew ec eo co ow « 6A SE Less amount written off for deprecia- 
tion, at the rate of 3 per cent. per 
ees te + F ee ves 116 3 
a 30,860 11 5 
Pevebesseflem@. 2. ws te ttt tet 1,066 7 8 
I gd gt ele Ske m 6 527 12 5 
Meter renewal account . — 225.0 0 
PS eee - - 820910 8 
Salaries, passage-money of engineer and 
workmen to Singapore, travelling ex- 
penses, and wagesin England. . £5,239 1 6 
Preliminary expenses and law charges . 828 12 8 
Advertising and broker’s commission 263 3 0 
Rent of offices, land, stationery, general 
charges ; auditors, directors, and local 
committee fees; rates and taxes 1,480 9 5 
Tespomemshenge. ... - 2 0 « » 961 5 2 
Interest on capitalandloans . . . .- 2,067 14 2 
£10,840 5 11 
Less amount written off at the rate of 
2percent.peramnum .... .- 4013 3 
————- _ 10,799 12 8 
Gas-meter rental, fittings, andsundries under collection. 3,125 16 6 
Sundry debtors . . . - es ee ee ee © 37 14 0 
£56,116 15 1 £56,116 15 1 
Dr. PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, to June 30, 1869. Cr. 
To Coalcarbonized . . . «© «© © © © © « « « « &1,56617 4 By Balance at profit and loss, June 30,1868. £1,267 0 3 
OS ee ee ee ee ee ee . ef 618 8 Less amount declared as dividend, after 
Trade and general charges. . . «. 2 © © «© «© « 302 310 deducting income-tax on preference 
t, rates, andtaxes . . . ° oe ee & 102 10 3 ee! e's oe * @ e 1,242 7 
Directors and auditors fees Pe ee ae ee 205 5 0 __ 2412 9 
Salaries and collectorscommission . . . +. s+ - 467 14 10 Gasemiamterwmt. . « « © «6 4,221 3 10 
ts i - d wom 6 2 & 8.0 ee © © 372 19 10 Products, profit on fittings, and sundries 736 410 
Interest on loans and debentures. . . . . 2 « 265 3 8 
De’ cn 6 cg st kt te eh ee 12 5 3 
eet thereh gg a a a aa 25 1 0 
sect apace se a a ee ee ee ee es $7 5 0 
Meter renewal aceoumt. . . . . 2 6 «© «2 17 3 0 
Depreciation on works and plant, and expenses of first 
establishment, as per balance-sheet, written off . . 156 16 6 
Balance—profit for appropriation. . . . . + « «. 41,44317 3 
£4,982 1 5 £4,982 1 5 


last half year realized us £261, has this half year realized us £385, or an 
addition of £124, and that, too, notwithstanding the fact that we have used 
a considerably greater quantity of Labuan coal than we had previously done, 
and which, as you know, gives no coke at all. The other items in the profit 
Some of those items 
On the credit 


and loss account hardly call for any remark from me. 
are slightly more, others are slightly less than last half year. 


and buildings are in a thorough state of repair. The 


I have had one 
of Price’s self-acting lighting and extinguishing apparatuses fixed within sight of 
the works, and intend to try it in several positions in the town, and, should it 


side of this account there is one item, a diminuation in the figures of 


which I have, I think, in my former addresses, somewhat prepared you for. 
You will see that our profit on fittings is considerably diminished. 
Last half year we made a profit of £340 on fittings; this half year 
the profit is only £109, so that the decrease on this item is about £230. 
The result of the half year’s working is that we havea profit of £1443 
17s. 3d., including balance brought forward. This profit would have been 
ay you a 6 per cent. dividend, and if the directors had had 
and had not been as it were tied up with the stock of coals} jj 
at Singapore, I have no doubt we should have declared a dividend at that 


sufficient to P 
funds in hand, 


rate. I might mention that last year our stock of coal amounted to 761 
tons on the 1st of September, whereas this year at the same time our stock 
was 2664 tons, being an increase of 1903 tons. Looking at this circum- 
stance, the directors thought it more prudent to declare only a 5 per cent. 
dividend for the present, until they can see their way to the augmentation 


of their working capital. Another statement I have to make to you is that 


we shall only be able to pay this dividend so soon as we receive remit- 
tances from Singapore. We hope to receive those remittances sufficient] 

early to pay the dividends at the usual time, which is about a month 
hence; but, at all events, we shall certainly be in a position to do so within 
six weeks from the present date. With these few observations, and pre- 


mising that I shall be happy to answer any question that may be put to 


me, I now move—“ That the report and accounts, with the balance-sheet 
attached thereto, be received, adopted, and entered on the minutes.” 

The Depury-CHatrman (Mr. Cooke): I have much pleasure in seconding 
the motion. The chairman has given so luminous a statement as to the posi- 
tion of our affairs, that it is not necessary for me to add anything. I will 
simply say it is the strong convictiun of the directors that the Singapore 
Company is in a really sound and healthy condition. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

The CuarrmANn moved—“ That the dividend be declared to the preference 
shareholders at the rate of 7} per cent. per annum, less income-tax, and 
to the ordinary shareholders at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, free of 
income-tax, on the amount paid upon their shares on the 30th of June 
last, such dividends to be payable so soon as funds are received from 
Singapore, of which due notice will be given.” 

r. CooKE seconded the motion, which was put and carried. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I have now to request that you will record 
a vote of thanks to our engineer and manager, Mr, Wells, for the very 
efficient manner in which he has performed the duties of his office. Mr, 
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Wells has intimated to the directors his wish to come home for a holiday, 
and we have thought it right to fall in with his views. We hope, therefore, 
that at the next meeting Mr. Wells will be present to receive your thanks 
personally. We expect he will start from Singapore so soon as he has pre- 
pared the accounts to the end of next December, which will probably be 
about the end of January, and he hopes to be back in Singapore in time to 
prepare the accounts for the half year ending June, 1870; and Mr. Wells 
expresses his belief that no injury will accrue to your interests during his 
' absence. 

Mr. Ricg seconded the resolution, which was cordially adopted. 

A vote of thanks was also unanimously passed to the chairman and 
directors, and to the Singapore local committee. 
The CuairmMAN: Gentlemen, on behalf of the directors in England and 

the committee in Singapore l return you our thanks. As you have very 
| often heard me say, we are not satisfied with things as they at present 
' stand, but you know as well as we do the critical state of commercial affairs 
during the last three or four years. It would be an extraordinary thing 
under such circumstances if our florid expectations of five years ago had 
been thoroughly realized during this period of depression and panic. I hope, 
however, that, when the good time comes—as I have no doubt it will come 
some day—our rental will be cousiderably increased, and that we shall be 
able to give you a correspondingly improved dividend. 

On the motion of Mr. WitttaMs, a yote of thanks was given to the 
secretary. 

Mr. R. Kine having appropriately acknowledged the same, the proceed- 
ings terminated. 


CONTINENTAL UNION GAS COMPANY, LIMITED. 


The Ordinary General Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was 
held at the ee Hotel, Cannon Street, on Tuesday, Oct. 26— 
Lewis Cusitt, Esq., in the chair 

The Secretary (Mr. R. J. Fennessy) read the following report :— 

Your directors have much pleasure in again coming before you with their annual 
report, On the occasion of creating the new shares in the month of August last, 
they availed themselves of the opportunity which the sending out of the allotment 
letters afforded to allude to the probable result of the year’s working to the 30th of 
June, and to express an opinion that it would be of a highly satisfactory character. 
Your directors are now in a position to state that their favourable expectations on 
this point have been more than realized; The rental has continued to make steady 

rogress; and the increase obtained on this head, aided by considerable reductions 
in expenditure, has produced a large addition to the profits. This satisfactory 
result is due to a variety of causes, such as the exercise of the strictest economy in 
management, continued vigilance on the part of the board and its officials over the 
workings of the stations, improvement in the course of exchange between Italy and 
this country, and, finally, to the beneficial effects of the outlay made in previous 
years at the stations. 

It is not the intention of the board to divide the whole of the available profits, 
nor do your directors consider that they need any justification for carrying forward 
a large balance. The company has passed through periods of great difficulty, and 
now that it has arrived at a state of prosperity, the board feel that it is their duty 
to retain a margin in hand against contingencies, keeping in view, at the same time, 
the desirability of securing a steady and regular increase of dividend for the future. 

The issue of the new shares above referred to has been received by the pro- 
prietors with complete satisfaction, the result being that of the 10,000 shares created 
and offered to the proprietors, 9556 were subscribed for and paid upon at the time of 
closing the list, leaving only 444 shares at the disposal of the board, and these have 
since been sold, the premium being carried to the credit of the company. 

The propriety of creating this additional capital was so fully entered into at the 
time that it need not now be repeated, and your directors are happy to state that, 
with the instalment of £2 10s. per share payable on the 3lst of January next, there 
will be ample funds to provide for those enlargements and improvements at the 
stations which are contemplated for the coming season, and which are necessary to 
meet the extension of the company’s business. The principal items will be— 

Strasbourg.—An additional 90-feet gasholder and additional purifiers. 

Milan.—Extension and enlargement of mains. 

Genoa.—New telescopic gasholder. Besides some matters of minor importance at 
the other stations. The concession for the town of Modena has been renewed for a 
term of 20 years, and this will also entail an expenditure of capital. That this outlay 
will prove highly remunerative, there is abundant evidence in the beneficial effects 
of qeerione similar expenditure. 

he Articles of Association provide that at the annual general meeting to be held 
in 1869, one of the directors shall retire from office. The retiring director on this 
occasion is John Allan, Esq., who, being eligible, offers himself for re-election. 

The available balance of the year’s profit and loss account (including £2009 10s. 
brought forward from last year), after providing for sinking-fund, is £47,723 3s. 9d., 
out of which your directors have already paid an interim dividend at the rate of 
6 per cent. per annum on the ordinary shares, and six months dividend on the pre- 
ference shares, leaving the sum of £32,074 Is. 9d. 

Out of this sum your directors have resolved to declare a dividend on the 7 per cent. 
preference shares, for the six months ending the 30th of June last, and for the same 
period at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, or 16s, per share, free of income-tax, on 
the ordinary shares, leaving £12,424 19s. 9d. to carry forward to the credit of the 
profit and loss account of the current year. The dividends will be paid on Thursday, 
the 4th of November. 

The CuarrMAN: Gentlemen, I am happy to be able to offer you on this 
occasion a report which tells of the most successful and profitable working 
of the undertaking since the establishment of the company. We have come 
before you in bad times and in unfortunate times—in times when pretty 
nearly every calamity which could assail an undertaking of this nature had 
befallen us, and these, too, following one another so quickly as to cause us 
great depression and anxiety; but by indomitable perseverance and atten- 
tion to your interests, and by carefully and judicionsly laying out the 
{money with which you entrusted us, we have made the concern successful. 
| It is now paying us and you a much larger profit than it has hitherto done, 
|and I believe it is not going to stop where it is, for the two or three months 
| of the new year which have passed since the making up of the accounts 

show that the company is increasingly prosperous. As I told you before, 
we would not consent to issue new capital until we saw that the effect of 
doing so would not dilute your dividends upon the capital already invested, 
or make the interest on your outlay less valuable than it had been. 1 
have now the happiness to assure you that we have arrived at such a point 
that our profits will maintain it, and even do more, but that we think it 
would not be prudent to be too hasty in dividing every shilling we realize. 
Light people must have, and light they will have. The consequence is the 
demand upon us is extending, and we are doing all in our power, by in- 
creasing our works, to meet that demand, Our receipts have been very large, 
and I may say with much confidence that we are making very few bad debts; 
we are getting a great deal out of our coal, and in every respect, as a manufac- 
turing company, we are realizing all the advantages we could reasonably ex- 
t. Now and then coals are a little dearer; now and then there are strikes 

at the pit; and now and then we are disturbed by one thing or another, but 
still in the main we are constantly improving very much indeed, and are, 
I believe, likely to continue doing so. Our rental, of course, is much larger 
as our trade increases; our exchange account is more favourable, and we 
have not lost so much by £3000 or £4000 on that account as in former 
years; coals and freights have been favourable; we have kept our works 
in good order, and have kept in good odour with the towns and cities which 























we light. We perform all the daties entailed upon us; we keepa large stock 
of coals, and attend to every reasonable complaint as quickly as possible. As 
I said, our future prospects are good; our new capital has been issued, and 
has gone off very favourably, and so it ought, for it will yield a good inte- | | 
rest. We hope to pay a larger dividend next year than we have done this, 
and this is 2} per cent. more than it was last year. If we march forward 
at anything like this rate, I think we ought to be satisfied that we have a 
very fine enterprise. Gentlemen, with your permission, I will now move— 
“ That the report and accounts now read be received and adopted.” 

Mr. Fawcett seconded the motion, which was at once put, and unani- | | 
mously agreed to. 

The Cuarrman: Gentlemen, I now move—“ That John Allan, Esq., who 
retires by rotation, be re-elected a director of the company.” Mr. Allan 
has been a director amongst us from the first formation of the company; 
and by his constant attendance at the board, and by his experience in gas ' 
matters, as well as by his capital and that of his friends, he has assisted us { 
in good and bad times, and we work very harmoniously and efficiently 
with him. I therefore propose his re-election with great confidence. I 
must, however, tell you that on the 4th of August we received a letter, 
addressed to us, to this effect: “I find by the Articles of Association that 
any shareholder intending to offer himself for the direction, to be eligible, 
must give notice prior to the meeting. Not being satisfied with our present 
rate, and desirous to know more of the working of affairs, induces me to 
give the formal notice required.—(Signed)—C. B. Harris.” This came 
before us in its usual way by post, and it is my duty to read it to you, so 
that you may know who are the candidates proposed for a seat in the direc- 
tion. Mr. Harris does not mention any seconder, but expresses himself 
dissatisfied with our rate of dividend, and wants to know more of the 
working of our affairs. He may be a better man than any of us, and if sol 
would give him up my seat, and Iam sure any other gentleman at the 
board would do the same, for we are deeply in the affair, and only want to 
see the thing efficiently and successfully managed. This is a manufacturing 
concern, and it is of the highest importance that it should be conducted by 
those who have experience and ability in the manufacture of gas and the 
direction of commercial affairs. Perhaps Mr. Harris possesses all these 
qualifications in a higher degree than any of us. I do not know whether it 
is so; but, if you think that he is a better man than the director who is re- 
tiring, and who has served you for five years, I hope you will listen to him. 

Mr. Harris: As my letter has been read, I have only to say this, that 
there are gentlemen at the board who were directors of the City of Moscow 
Gas Company, and the reason I gave that notice was that I did not consider 
those gentlemen had any right to be re-elected. I do not offer myself as a 
candidate in opposition to Mr. Allan, for I did not know at the time the 
letter was written that he was the director about to retire. I do not, there- 
fore, place myself before you to-day. My hostility was mainly directed 
—_ those gentlemen who sat at the board of the City of Moscow Gas 

ompany. 

Mr. Tenpron; I have attended all the meetings of this company, and I 
remember that in the days of onr adversity the gentleman who has just 
spoken attacked the board most vehemently. When it was most desirable 
that all the shareholders should pull together, this honourable gentleman 
thought proper to discourage us. I believe that if the policy he then ad- 
vocated had been followed out, the company, instead of being in its present 
state of success, would have been in a very different condition. The 
honourable gentleman must allow me to remind him that this is a meeting 
of the Continental Union Gas Company, and not of the City of Moscow 
Gas Company. I have attended the meetings of both companies, and when 
an attack is made upon the directors of the latter, I can only say that I 
believe they did their best for the shareholders under very adverse circum- |! 
stances. But that is not the subject now before us, although I must add 
that I do not think it right to visit the misfortunes of these gentlemen as 
a crime. 

The CuHarrMAN: I think it is not necessary now to refer to the days of 
our adversity, or I might say something about the kicks we received when 
a little encouragement would have been very cheering to ns, and was a 
debt, on the part of the shareholders, which we thought ought to be paid. 

Mr. M‘Kay seconded the re-election of Mr. Allan, and 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

Mr. ALLAN: I beg to express my thanks for the continued confidence of 
the proprietors, and to assure them that my utmost exertions will still be 
continued to secure the prosperity of the company. 

Mr. Lewis moved—“ That Henry M‘Lachlan Backler and Joseph Had- 
land, Esqs., be re-elected auditors for the current year.” He did not 
know why the motion had been entrusted to him, except from the circum- 
stance that he happened to have a very considerable acquaintance with 
these two gentlemen in the official positions they occupied in other com- 
panies, Mr. Backler was the indefatigable secretary of the European Gas 
Company, in which position he was very highly esteemed; and Mr. Had- 
land, as deputy-chairman of the City of London Gas Company, possessed a 
large acquaintance with all that concerned the operations of a gas com- 
pany. From his knowledge of these gentlemen, he had great satisfaction 
in proposing their re-election as auditors of this company. 

Mr. BLanrorD seconded the motion, which was put, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. HapLAND returned thanks for himself and colleague, and said the 
books of company were kept in such excellent order that the labours of the 
auditors were very greatly facilitated. 

Mr. Sotomon proposed a vote of thanks to the directors. He regretted 
that the accounts of the company were not more at the disposal of the 
shareholders in a published form, but from the judgment he was able to form 
from the view he had obtained in the meeting, he was sure the share- 
holders had ample reason to be satisfied with the results of the business 
done. He commended the policy adopted by the directors in withholding a 
certain portion of the profits realized, which he thought was a proof of the 
stability of the company, and held out a prospect of still greater advan- 
tages to the shareholders in the future. y 

Mr. Harris seconded the motion, which was put, and carried unanimously. 

The Cuarrman acknowledged the compliment, and, referring to the 
remarks of the mover, said he had before expressed his opicion that the 
publication of the accounts of the company would be most prejudicial to 
the interests of the shareholders, 

The proceedings then terminated. 








SWANSEA GASLIGHT COMPANY. 

The Seventeenth Half-Yearly Ordinary Meeting of this Company was 
held at the Offices, New Road, Swansea, on Friday, Oct. 22—W. H. MicHakt, 
Eeq., in the chair. : ae 

The CHAIRMAN, in a very exhaustive speech, remarked it was again his 
pleasing duty to be able to congratulate the shareholders on the satisfactory 
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working of the concern. He was glad to inform them that notwithstanding the 
reduction in the price of gas during the last half year to 3s. 6d, per 1000 cubic 
feet, and the large outlay they had had to make in extension of works and 
mains, necessitating increased economy in working, the directors were, by the 
excellent management of the works and economical working, enabled to 
divide the full parliamentary dividend. The shareholders would see by the 
advertisement convening the meeting that power would be asked of them 
for the directors to raise and issue £10,000 adcitional capital by the creation 
of 250 £25 new shares and a proportionate amount of borrowed capital. This 
they would find no difficulty in doing, for experience had taught them that 
their £25 paid-up shares were readi:y bought up by public auction at £32 
 e share. The issue of new capital was necessary to meet expenditure that 
ad been incurred, and works which of necessity must arise in the next year. 
If he (the chairman) only informed them that the progressive increase in 
the consumption of gas was 15 per cent. annually, they would not be 
astonished at the repeated calls he had had to make upon them for powers 
to raise new capital. During the last seven years—that is to say, from 
1862 to 1869—the ae and demand for gas had increased 105 per 
‘cent. Happily, through the foresight of their solicitor, Mr. J. T. Jenkin, 
whom they were glad to see at their table to-day as a large shareholder, 
they had provided by their bill large powers for raising capital to a total of 
£120,000. At that time they were regarded as foolish, and having extra- 
vagant and too ambitious ideas; but they now saw that in the space of 
seven years oue-half their nominal capital had been expended. He had the 
satisfaction of knowing that when they had again to go before Parliament 
it would be without any feelings of fear, for the gas company had endea- 
voured to satisfy the public and private consumer. He recently saw in the 
papers the printed report of the medical officer of health for the borough 
-of Swansea, and that gentleman had very correctly given the average illu- 
minating power of the Swansea gas as 15°5 and 16 sperm candles, or 33 per 
cent. beyond what was required by their Act, and free from all impurities. 
With respect to the late extension of mains to the Mumbles, which had been 
talked of far and wide, he was glad to say that, although this was a most 
costly and unremunerative outlay for the present, yet by next year the 
directors hoped to see every house in the Mumbles lighted, and public lamps 
erected, by the energy and perseverance of the parishioners of Oyster- 
mouth. Up to the present time 5 miles 1100 yards of main had been laid, 
497 lights fixed, 340 promised additional, so that a considerable number 
more had been erected than was signed for. He must tell them that in 
making these outlays the directors secured the shareholders against loss as 
far as was possible; 500 lights had at first been guaranteed, and the total to 
present time was 837. The cost was £3945, and the time occupied under 
three months. Every one who attended that day must have been struck 
with astonishment and pleasure at the noble suite of offices which had been 
lately erected and designed by their engineer, under his sole care; and 
whilst the offices and boundary wall had undoubtedly cost a very large 
sum, still he was glad to say, as had often been told them before, that this 
outlay did not come out of the pocket of the ratepayers of the town of 
Swansea, but was the premium obtained hy the issue of new shares, and 
which the Legislature had enacted should only be used in the extension 
and improvement of the works. He was proud to say that, on comparing 
the Swansea gas accounts with one of the best metropolitan companies 
= Equitable Gas Company), he found the comparison most favourable 
or the Swansea Gas Company, for they were enabled, by the skilled at- 
tention of their manager, to manufacture gas 2d. per 1000 feet cheaper 
than in London, and this notwithstanding the production of this London 
company was five times as large as at Swansea. It was this care and eco- 
nomy which enabled them to supply gas at Swansea at 3s. 6d., whilst 
in London it was 4s. 6d. He now had the pleasing duty of proposing 
—“ That the half-yearly accounts and report of the directors now read be 
received, adopted, and entered on the minutes of the company.” 
The resolution was unanimously agreed to, as were also those for the 
yment of dividend and the raising of new shares, and votes of thanks to 
the directors, auditors, and officers of the company, for their continued 
attention to the interests of the company. 





GAS-METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Annual Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held at 
the Office, 15, Coleman Street, London, on Thursday, Oct. 28—A. A. Cro.t, 
is in the chair. 

he Secretary (Mr. Rait) read the following report :— 

Your directors submit to you the balance-sheet and accounts for the year ending 
the 30th of June last. These accounts have been examined and found correct by 
Messrs. Quilter, Ball, and Co., as also by the shareholders auditor, Mr. Purvis, of 
Croydon. They show an available balance for dividend (after payment of the 
interim dividend in April last) of £2977 16s. 1d. 

Your directors have reason to believe that the stock-taking at Oldham has been 
incorrectly recorded or entered. It is some £2500 less in value than last year, and 
the profits of that establishment are less by £1500 to £2000 than they should be, 
having reference to past years and to the amount of business done. Since the books 
at Oldham were made up and balanced, a further examination has led to the dis- 
covery that goods sold and delivered previous to the 30th of June last, amounting 
to £382 13s. in value, have never been brought into charge, so that this sum 
increases the available amount for dividend to £3360 9s. 1d. 

The total business done during the first six months of the year ending the 30th 
of June list was less than its corresponding period by £3066, but the latter six 
months was more than its corresponding period by £3897, so that the whole year 
under consideration shows an improvement over its predecessor of £831 in the 
amount of business done; and had it not been for the falling off in profit at Oldham, 
and which may yet be corrected by the next stock-taking, the balance of profit 
would have been equal to or better than last year. 

It is, however, gratifying to report that the business done during the past three 
months, since the making up of these accounts, shows an improvement of £3000 
over the corresponding three months of last year. 

Your directors, under these circumstances, recommend the declaration of a divi- 
dend, for the half year ending the 30th of June last, at and after the rate of 10 per 
cent, per annum, which will absorb the sum of £2316 15s., and leave a balance of 
£661 1s. ld, to be carried forward to the next year’s account, to which must be 
added the sum of £382 13s. before referred to, making a total balance of 
£1043 14s. 1d. 

To enable the directors to declare a dividend for the half year at the rate of 10 per 
<ent, per annum, Messrs. Croll, Rait, and Co. proposed to give up the bonus to 
which they were entitled for the year ending the 30th of Juue last, which proposi- 
tion your directors accepted. 

Your directors have sanctioned the expenditure of £3623 in alterations and ex- 
tensions at Oldham. These, when completed, will add greatly to the manufacturing 
facilities, and introduce an economy in labour which has been felt to be requisite. 


The CnarrMay, in moving—* That the report be received and adopted,” 
said he thought it would be admitted that the report was very full, and he 
could assure the shareholders that it furnished all the information which 
the directors could give in respect to the — of the company, with the 
exception of some small matters of detail. The most provoking thing the 
directors had to bring before the meeting was the mistake which had 








cecurred at the Oldham branch of the company’s works. The last stock- 





taking there not being satisfactory to Mr. Rait, an investigation was made 
by him which led to the discovery of certain defalcations on the part of 
the clerk there. He also discovered that goods recently sent out to the 
amount of £382 13s. had not been entered. There had been no time 
since then to ascertain the exact state of the stock; but Mr. Rait was con- 
vinced that it was of greater amount than was represented. The mistake 
as to the £382 13s. was brought to light after the accounts had been 
before the auditors, and therefore the additional value did not appear in | 

| 





the statements submitted to the meeting. The manager at Oldham, Mr. 
Archer, was personally responsible for all the clerks in the office there, 
so that the defalcation of the absconding clerk, which was only of a} 
small amount, would not fall upon the company. If the stock had been | 
correctly taken the profits of the past year would have compared favour- 
ably with preceding years, on account of the larger business done. | 
Instead of £1000 standing to the credit of the Oldham establishment, it 
shonld have been £3000, and that would have increased the balance avail- 
able for dividend to £5000. It was impossible, however, to say more on 
the subject until the stock was retaken; but, under the circumstances, | 
believing that the stock when retaken would show this profit, Messrs. || 
Croll, Rait, and Co. had agreed to forego the bonus to which the 








were | | 
entitled for the past year, so that the directors might be enabled to declare | | 
a dividend for the half year ending the 30th of June last at the rate of 10 

per cent. per annum, and they did so in the hope and expectation that in | 
future years this bonus would be increased, and they would have a larger | 
amount to take. With reference to the position of the company, and the | 
prospect of future profits, he might remark that the business of the last six | | 
months not only exceeded by nearly £3000 the preceding six months, but 

the last three months—viz., July, August, and September—showed an | 
increase of more than £3000, the business done in those months amounting | 
to £15,237, against £12,230 in the corresponding period of last year. The} | 
directors had reason to hope that when the accounts for the current || 
six months came to be made up they would show favourable results. || 
As stated in the report, the directors had made arrangements for ex- || 
tending the works at Oldham. The company had suffered great 

inconvenience, and, in fact, loss, of late, for want of sufficient accom- | 
modation there, and they had been obliged to rent other premises—a large 

mili—the works having become too small for the quantity of business || 
done. In addition to that, they had been greatly disappointed, and had had | | 
complaints made because they were not able to complete orders by the || 
time the meters were required to be supplied. They had been dependent | 
there for their castings upon other firms, and had frequently been much | | 
inconvenienced thereby. By the outlay of the sum of money mentioned | | 
in the report the company would be prepared to do any amount of work | | 
required of them at Oldham, thus being in a position to give greater satis-' 
faction than they had hitherto done at these works. | 

Mr. LixGrna, in seconding the motion, said that, only seeing the balance- | | 
sheet at the time of the meeting, it was impossible to know how the busi-! | 
ness of the company was transacted ; but he had personally such great faith in | | 
the directors, that he did not hesitate to accept the statements made to the 
shareholders, There were, however, one or two points upon which he| 
desired information. One item in the accounts referred to goods sent to 
foreign exhibitions, which were put down at £672 5s, 7d. These could 
hardly be considered an asset. 

Mr. Ratr said they consisted of show meters, &c., which were still in 
possession of the company, and originally cost about £1200. The differ- 
ence in the present value represented the sums which from time to time 
had been written off. In the present accounts £250 had been written off. 


Mr. Lixerne said there was a more serious item upon which he desired 
information—“ Sundry shares,” which were put down as costing £3105. It 
was no secret that the company had taken some of the bonds of the City of 
Moscow Gas Company, and that company was now in liquidation. 


The Cuarrman said the company had £740 of the bonds of the City of || 
Moscow Gas Company, and there was also an open account with that com- 
pany to the extent of £300. In addition to that, they had an establishment 
at Moscow, on which probably there might be a loss ultimately of £500, 
making together £1500, which might be brought against the company. Of 
course, in the present accounts the directors could not write off the bonds 
of the Moscow Company, because they did not know but that some part of 
the money might be recovered; and the same with regard to the other 
two items. Considering, too, that there was upwards of £1000 standing to 
the credit of profit and loss, the directors thought they were safe in recom- 
mending the dividend, especially as they believed that, when the Oldham 
stock was retaken, there would be a large addition to the value as it now 
stood in the accounts. 

Mr. Lineine asked whether the directors proposed to write off a certain 
amount half yearly, inasmuch as there was but a small chance of getting 
anything from the City of Moscow Company. 

The CHarrMan said the company had a reserve-fand of £2600, besides a 
balance of £1000 after paying the present dividend, and the increase which 
he believed would be shown in the stock-taking, so that the directors were 
pretty safe in acting as they proposed to do. 

Mr. Lryerne said he had so much faith in the directors that he need say 
no more about it. 

The CuarrMan said he was obliged to the honourable proprietor for 
putting the questions. In answer toa further inquiry, he stated that the 
company had executed orders for the City of Moscow Company to a large 
extent, which had all been paid for with the exception of the sum he had 
mentioned. 

The motion was put, and carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN moved, and Mr. LinGine seconded—“ That a dividend at 
the rate of 10 per cent. per annum for the half year ending the 30th of June 
last be now declared.” 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Dr. Fraser and Mr. H. P. Stephenson were re-elected directors, and Dr. 
FRASER returned thanks. 

On the motion of Mr. Cnurcu, seconded by Mr. Lrivarne, Mr. Parvis 
was re-elected as the shareholders auditor. 

Mr. Purvis said he was much obliged to the meeting for reappointing 
him. He always felt it his duty as auditor to look into everything, and 
when he satisfied himself, he felt that he could come with confidence before 
those who appointed him and tell them so. 

The CHARMAN intimated that the dividend warrants had been prepared, 
and would be delivered to the shareholders as they retired trem the 
meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Linerya, seconded by Mr. Purvis, @ cordial vcte 
of thanks was given to the chairman and directors for the care they had 
bestowed in the conduct of the business of the company. 

a a aa having acknowledged the vote, the proceedings ter- 
minated. 
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LIQUID-METER COMPANY, LIMITED. 

The Annual Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company was held at 
the Office, 15, Coleman Street, London, on Thursday, Oct. 283—A. A. CroLis 
Esq., in the chair. 

The Szcrerary (Mr. Rait) read the following report of the directors:— 

The directors submit to you an account of receipts and expenditure, and a state- 
ment of book debts and liabilities. 

The double-piston meter has made considerable —- during the past twelve 
mouths, and many are now fixed and working satisfactorily. This meter measures 
accurately the smallest quantity per hour, even to drops. 

Accompanying this report is a tabular statement of results obtained by experi- 
ments at various pressures and under varied circumstances, which are most 
satisfactory. 

Your directors, eee Messrs. Croll and Rait (who guarantee interest), have 
still the greatest confidence in the ultimate success of your company’s undertaking. 

In order to meet the liabilities of the company, and further to develop the under- 
taking, it is intended to call. up the remaining capital; also, in accordance with the 
19th and 20th clauses of the Articles of Association, to forfeit those shares upon 
which calls remain unpaid. 
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This meter with }-inch outlet commenced to run with 4 feet 2 inches head of water, 
and passed 10 gallons in 5 minutes, being at the rate of 120 gallons per hour. The 
head of water then stood at 3 feet 103 inches. Meter ceased to work at 1 foot head 
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This meter with j-inch outlet commenced to run with 5 feet 3} inches head of 
water in tank, and passed 10 gallons in 3 minutes, being at the rate of 200 gallons 
per hour. The head of water then stood at 4 feet 1l1ginches. Meter ceased to work 
at 2 feet 1 inch head of water. 
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This meter with l-inch outlet commenced to run with 5 feet head of water, and 
passed 20 gallons in 3 minutes, being at the rate of 400 gallons per hour. The head 
of water then stood at 4 feet 4}? inches. Meter ceased to work at 1 foot 2 inches 
head of water. 
The CuarrMan, in moving the adoption of the report and accounts, said, 
although there were no profits to divide, the results of the various tests 
to which the double-piston meter had been subjected were very satis- 
factory. By reference to the tabulated statements lying on the table 
those results would be fully understood and appreciated; in short, they 
showed that the meter registered accurately at either high or low pressures, 
with quantities varying from small to large. Every meter was tested for 
soundness, and was not passed unless it would register drops. Notwith- 
standing this, it was satisfactory to know that the meters worked easily 
with 3 feet head of water, and that the loss of pressure by friction 
between inlet and outlet did not exceed from 1 foot to 2 feet head of 
water. There was a pit. feeling among water companies and other 
public bodies to supply water for trade purposes by measurement only, 
and it was fully expected that this system would be generally adopted 
as soon asa reliable meter was fairly in the market. It was also satis- 
factory to say that this meter could be manufactured at a price which 
would leave a considerable profit upon the selling price. It was intended 
to call up the remaining £3 10s. per share on the original shares, to pay 
off all the liabilities, and further to develop the business of the company. 
There were a few shares upon which the calls had not been paid. These 
the directors had determined, after due notice, to forfeit. It would, how- 
ever, be unnecessary to take legal proceedings as he (the chairman) was 
willing to accept the forfeited shares, and pay the arrears of calls. While 
undertaking to do this, he would prefer that the holders of the shares in 
arrear of calls should pay the same and retain their interest, believing, as 
he did, that the company’s shares would ultimately be a very profitable 
investment. 

The report having been adopted, the retiring directors, Messrs, Stephenson 
and Fraser, were re-elected, and a vote of thanks to the board terminated 
the proceedings. 








PROPOSED PURCHASE OF THE SHEFFIELD GAS-WORKS 
BY THE CORPORATION. 

An Adjourned Special Meeting of the Sheffield Town Council was held 
on Wednesday, Oct. 27—the Mayor (Alderman Moore) presiding. 

Mr. Auort (in accordance with notice)moved—“ That it is expedient to 
postpone until after the ensuing session the pane application to Parlia- 
ment for powers to purchase the property of the Sheffield United Gaslight 
Company, or to construct separate gas-works.” His reasons for proposing 
that resolution were to try and remove some misconceptions which ex- 
isted, and also that there should be more time given to consider so im- 
portant a subject as the purchase of the gas-works, involving au expenditure 
of at least £700,000. He took it for granted that the council had in an un- 
mistakeable manner expressed itself in favour of the principle that it was 
expedient that the gas-works should become the property of the corpora- 
tion. Upon that point he had nothing more to say, excepting that when he 
opposed the proposal brought before the council in September last, he stated 
as distinctly as he could that he approved of the principle, providing the 
circumstances and terms upon which the transfer could be effected were 
advantageous to the interests of the town. In the report of the nominee 
gas directors it was stated that the total salaries paid in Manchester 
amounted to £2000, while the salaries in Sheffield amounted to £2375; that 
Manchester produced twice the quantity of gas that Sheffield did; and that 
in Manchester the illuminating power was between 21 and 22 candles, and 
the price 3s. 2d. per 1000 feet. But, according to a report of the Man- 
chester Corporation, the amount paid in salaries was £9857, whilst the total 
sum paii in Sheffield amounted to £3900; and the average illuminatin, 
power at Manchester in 1868 was 20°87, instead of 21 or 22. It was sta' 
in the report that since the establishment of the Corporation Gas-Works at 
Manchester profits to the amount of a million had been appropriated to 
improvements, according to the evidence of Sir Joseph Heron; but, unfor- 
tunately, it had been made to appear that the period referred to was only 
five years, whereas the total amount appropriated to town improvements 
during the nine years from 1860 to 1869, inclusive, had been £157,463, and 
there had been applied in aid of the water-works, £25,982, Then as to the 
price of gas, the maximum daring the period referred to had been 5s. = 
1000 feet. It was reduced gradually, from halfyear to half year, till in 1862 
it was 4s., and now it had been reduced to 3s. 2d. The total profit when the 

rice of gas was high was £64,000, but last year it was only £49,000, so that 
it was clear that notwithstanding the large increase in consumption the 
profits had been reduced by £15,000. In the case of Sheffield the profits of 
last half year were about £20,000, and those of the preceding half year 
about £18,000, making in all about £38,000 per year. They were told the 
price of gas was too high, and that its illuminating power was too small; 
but they could not increase the illuminating power without increasing the 
cost, and they could not reduce the price of gas without reducing the 
profits. In the report of the gas company it was stated that the reduction 
from 3s. 6d. to 3s. 3d., with the reduction in charge for public lamps, 
amounted in value to £6000 per year. There was then left only a margin 
of £3000, so that it left very little room for further reduction. It bad been 
said by Mr. Saunders that the present works would be sufficient to meet 
the requirements of the town for twenty years to come, but if that were so 
it was hardly probable that much profit would arise to the town by the 
works becoming the property of the corporation. The arguments in favour 
of the purchase had been based on the assumption that money could be 
raised at 43 per cent. to meet the additional outlay required, instead of new 
capital being called up to pay 10 percent. But the fact was, it did not 
seem at all reasonable to suppose that the additional capital would have to 
be called up even within the lifetime of their grandchildren. What he 
wanted them to do, however, was to calmly consider the whole matter as 
business men, and from a business point of view, dealing with the question 
as if it were one which concerned them all just as their private business 
did. He put it that the advantage to be gained seemed at least problema~ 
tical, and they ought very carefully to consider what they were doing, and 
what were their chances of success, before they began a serious fight which 
would be so expensive for the town, however it might end. The Sheffield 
United Gas Company possessed Acts of Parliament which had been obtained 
with the sanction of the Town Council, and by the Act of 1855, when the 
Gas Consumers Company was purchased, great concessions were made in 
favour of the town. They had power given them to appoint three nominee 
gas directors, and they got an inspector and other advantages, It seemed to 
him that unless the gas company had failed in any of the requirements of 
these Acts the corporation would now have no case with which to go before 
a committee of the House of Commons, and notwithstanding the preference 
of late years shown to corporate bodies wishing to obtain gas and water 
works, the result appeared in this instance, to say the least of it, exceedingly 
doubtful. It would, therefore, be wise to take the best possible counsel in the 
matter. They should first weigh it in their own minds, and then have their 
opinion fortified by the opinion of some competent counsel before proceed- 
ings were taken in bringing the bill before Parliament. If they became for- 
tified with an opinion favourable to the judgment of the Town Council, they 
would go before Parliament with the greater confidence. With regard to the 
establishment of separate gas-works, he was of opinion that Parliament would 
be still less likely to interfere. The same argument which told against the 
breaking of the bargain between the company and the council, told with still 
greater force against the erection of new works. Was it likely that Parlia- 
ment would grant the power to the council to erect new works which would 
have the effect of destroying the valuable property already existing, espe- 
cially when the application came from one of the parties to the contract? 
Would Parliament permit the council, not only to break its bargain, but to 
set up new works of their own, to destroy the property of those with whom 
they had contracted? He thought not. For his own satisfaction, he had 
consulted several parties conversant with this subject, and who had had 
experience in the prosecution of gas bills before committees of the House, 
and the opinions he had got from these gentlemen were that there was a 
very faint chance of success before the committee. He again reminded 
them of the expenditure which would be involved in going on with 
the matter at once, and he mentioned that probably they would have 
the costs of both sides to pay, whichever way the question was eventually 
decided; in fact, they might take it there would be an expense amounting 
to at least £10,000, and he did not know of any funds from which they 
could obtain that sum for the purpose. But if they would postpone the 
consideration of the question, there would still be time to give the requisite 
notices, even if they took time to consult counsel in the matter, as they 
might do this and still be able to deposit the bill by the stipulated day if 
they determined to go on. 

Alderman WessTEr seconded the motion. He thought, whatever the 
cost was, they ought to have the works, because as the town pros 
they would be sure to become a paying concern, whatever they were at 


first. But his chief reason for seconding the proposition was this—he did 
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not see the way to success before Parliament. He did not think the gas 
company had put themselves in a position so antagonistic to the interests 
of the town as to lead to the supposition that Parliament would grant the 
application for the withdrawal of the powers given by Parliament itself. 
It appeared to him that if they went to Parliament they would lose, and on 
that ground he asked them to delay for consideration, and obtain advice as 
to whether they should go on or not. If the advice they obtained turned 
out to be decidedly opposed to their views it would be foolish in them to 
incur great expense. So far as he had seen, however, during the last few 
years the gas company had carried out the arrangement made with the 
council some years ago. It did not appear to him that the gas was charged 
too high, or that the quality was so bad as was alleged. He considered the 
quality equal to the average throughout the country. He should be glad 
to see the gas,and the water, and the markets, all in the hands of the 
council. But in the matter before them they had to consider their prospects 
of success, and he trusted they would take time for further consideration. 

Mr. Harvey said, if the council were to succeed, they must take up the 
matter vigorously, and not listen to the groundless arguments of share- 
holders, shareholders friends, and others, who took an interest in the com- 

py. In the interests of the town it was their duty to work with a will 
for the accomplishment of so important an object. As to the expense of 
going to Parliament, it would be to the interests of the town to spend what 
was necessary to secure so great a benefit. They wanted to get the best 
talent, and they would be well able to decide as to what course was to be 
pursued without delaying the matter further. 

Alderman FisHeEr said that, so far as public opinion had already been 
expressed, the town was not only willing but anxious to go into this specu- 
lation for supplying itself with gas. They had appointed a committee 
specially to attend to that question. If the committee had come to the 
council and asked for delay he should have been willing to grant it. But 
they had done nothing of the sort, and he felt it to be his duty to support 
the committee. He did not look for a great profit on the gas, but he thought 
it would be for the benefit of the town for the gas-works to be in the hands 
of the corporation. 

Alderman SaunpDERs explained that the committee were already taking 
the advice necessary for their purpose. It would not be wise for them to 
tell publicly all they were doing; and it was to be remembered that the 
gas directors took care not to let it be known what they were doing on 
their side. They had a hard battle to fight, no doubt, and they must be 
wise andcautious. He pointed out that Mr. Allott’s motion really amounted 
to nothing, inasmuch as the committee were already empowered to do 
certain things which the motion would not prevent them doing. The only 
object was to get it put off that session, and eventually to shirk it altogether. 
The fact was, it had been before the council ever since July, and it was 
idle to urge that they needed more time for consideration in a matter in 
which they were already decided. The nominee gas directors had sought 
to bring the matter before the shareholders, but the directors, whilst refusing 
to call the shareholders together, had sent out proxies, the result being that 
out of the 739 proxies, 310 were not sent back. It was all very well for 
shareholders and directors to regret losing the sugar arising from the crea- 
tion of additional capital, and Mr. Unwin kad himself admitted that that 
was a great consideration with them. But, as the town went on increasing, 
the extra profits that would arise ought to be obtained for the benefit of the 
town. In answer to Mr. Allott’s remarks with regard to Manchester, he 
showed how much larger was the amount of gas made there than in Shef- 
field, and he defied Mr. Allott to prove that he had ever said £2000 was 
all that was paid in Manchester for salaries. In the report they had simply 
put down the salaries of certain officers and the purposes for which these 
officers were paid. Of course, if they had large funds, they might have 
more officers; but in their calculations they had taken into account what 
was paid to the manager, engineer, accountant, and so on. If the town 
obtained the gas-works, they would be enabled to have better and cheaper 
gas, and still have large profits to use for the benefit of the town. He had 
a report dating a year later than Mr. Allott’s, and by that he learned that 
the quality of gas in Manchester had been between 21 and 22, so that Mr. 
Allott’s supposition that it was only 20 was erroneous. With regard to the 
insinuation that he was working in the matter for his own interest or 
because he wanted a job, it was most uncalled for and unjustifiable. He 
was simply actuated by his public duties, and not from any selfish motives. 

Mr. Weston expressed an opinion that the consideration of the subject 
should be delayed, in order that a meeting should be held in every ward, so 
that the burgesses might have an opportunity of expressing themselves de- 
cisively on the subject before the council finally came to a decision. 

Alderman Carr considered that Mr. Harvey had not treated the speech 
of Alderman Webster fairly. Mr. Webster said he was in favour of the gas- 
works being placed in the hands of the council, provided it could be done, 
but he advised them to be cautious before embarking in what was sure to 
be an expensive undertaking. Personally he believed the worst thing that 
could happer to Sheffield, or any other large town, would be to place in the 
hands of the council the management of water or gas. They would be 
getting into the same dilemma as Government did with certain of its dock- 
yards, There would be numerous unnecessary salaries to pay, and offices 
| to fill, and the town would not be benefited. Besides, if they went to Par- 

liament, could they possibly expect to obtain a bill? The gas company got 
a bill in 1866, in which clauses were inserted giving the council power to 
appoint nominee directors to sit at the board, to employ a man to test the 
gas, and to say the company should not extend the mains without permis- 
sion. ‘Those conditions had been faithfully kept, therefore on what pretext 
could they go before Parliament and seek to have those clauses done away 
with? All that could be said in their favour was that they would be able 
to manufacture the gas, and to pay for improvements out of the profits. 
That simply meant they would tax one part of the community for the 
purpose of relieving another; but would the Legislature listen to any such 
argument? Alderman Webster knew the case was a weak one, and that 
the expense of prosecuting it would be great, hence he advised the council 
to be careful. The more the subject was discussed, and the more it was 
reflected upon, the greater would be the number who would see the desi- 
rability of not going to Parliament. From the first he had opposed the 
proposition, and he should continue to do so. 

r. FAIRBURN regretted that Alderman Webster had not appeared sooner 
on the scene, and expressed his views. There was no gentleman whose 
opinions he more highly valued, and he was sorry they should have been 
held back. The conduct of Mr. Allott was inexplicable. He could not 
reconcile his principles with his practice. He told them the corporation 
should possess the gas and water, but from the arguments adduced that 
day he had no hesitation in saying that Mr. Allott was the greatest friend 
the gas company had in the council. The corporation had nothing to do 
with the correctness or otherwise of Alderman Saunders’s and Mr, Allott’s 
statements; the question for consideration was simply were they prepared 











to risk £5000 with the prospect of saving £340,000. He was of opinion 
they ought to do so, and he did not believe the prospects of s' were 
so shadowy and ephemeral as some people would have them think. As the 
council had made a commencement, he submitted that it was their bounden 
duty to press the subject forward. If they did not proceed now, the 
chances were it would fall through and never be done. 

Mr. Roserts said the public were anxiously waiting the result of that 
meeting. He had not heard any argument that day which was likely to 
induce him to change the opinion that it would be to the advantage of the 
town to have possession of the gas-works. They were a source of immense 
profit, and the directors were spending money in ways not visible to the 
public. He was confident the council stood on g ground, and might 
safely present themselves before Parliament. Others had succeeded, and 
why should not they? But even supposing they did not succeed, they 
would have the honour of having tried, and the approbation of their 
constituents, 

Mr. Woopcock advised the counsel to proceed and endeavour to obtain 
possession of the works. Whether they succeeded or not they would have 
made a step in the right direction. ° 

Mr. SKELTON was of opinion that Mr. Allott had introduced the subject 
fairly and temperately; nevertheless he should support the committee. He 
thought the time had arrived when the council ought to take a firm stand 
upon the question, and go to Parliament, whether they succeeded or failed. 
Supposing they did not make a fraction of profit, if they cheapened the gas 
and improved the quality they would have accomplished much good for the 
people of Sheffield. It would also place them in a position to introduce gas 
among the occupiers of small tenements, and with increased consumers 
they would keep up the proportion of profit. The council was pledged to 
act on the merits of the case, and they must necessarily go to Parliament, 
even if they had to spend £4000 or £5000. If they were successful it would 
be to the advantage of the town, and if not they would simply have spent 
£5000 for the purpose of obtaining what was required. 

Mr. Hutcuryson believed the council had made up its mind on the sub- 
ject, and it would therefore be useless to prolong the debate. Alderman 

isher had said the town was in favour of the proceeding, but was there 
any wonder that people outside should hold up their hands for it when they 
heard such fallacious statements as those put forth by Mr. Clague? Ata 
ward meeting held the other evening, Mr. Clague had affirmed that if the 
gas-works were in the hands of the town a shilling in the pound would be 
saved on the district-rate. Surely, when such statements were made by 
representative men, there could be little surprise experienced if the public 
approved of the movement. Alderman Saunders had always advocated the 
council having the management of gas, water, and the markets, and he 
believed the alderman was sincere, but he was nevertheless wrong in doing 
so. He was as anxious as most people to have possession of what was 
likely to prove advantageous to the town; but he contended they could not 
get gas and water without paying more for them than they would realize. 
They ought to be exceedingly cautious before spending a large amount of 
money, and for that reason he should support the motion. 


Alderman Jackson believed that if the question was postponed fresh 
difficulties would be created, and they would be farther off getting a bill 
than at present. He had heard it stated that the council were not equal to 
the task of management, but it was his opinion they would always have a 
good and competent council to carry on the business of the town. 

Mr. Beat did not think they were in a position to take the matter out of 
the hands of the committee. The motion of Mr. Allott was premature, and 
he had failed to adduce any argument why it should be passed. The less 
that was said of the general question the better. The gas company were 
keeping their mouths closed and their ears open, and the council would act 
wisely if they imitated the example, He thought there was a disposition on 
the part of Parliament to remove monopolies from private companies, 
and if they were possessed by corporations they would be under the control 
of the representatives of the people, who would manage them for their 
interest. 

Alderman CrowTueEr asked the town-clerk whether, in the event of the 
committee proceeding to Parliament, they could legally appropriate funds 
derived from the rates in making the application. 

Mr. Beat thought it would be prejudicial to have that question answered, 


The Town-Cierk said with regard to the expenses incurred by the 
council in opposition to the water company, they were perfectly legal. He 
took the opinion of very eminent counsel on that sutject, but as to pro- 
moting a bill, taking possession of the gas-works, and treating with the di- 
rectors, that was rather different. In that case the money which would be 
spent could not be got out of the general district-rate nor out of the borough 
fund without the express authority of Parliament. If Parliament granted 
permission, however, it could be done. 

Alderman SAuNDERs: Are there not other means of getting the money 2 

The Town-CLEeRK: Yes, there are ways in which the money could be 
obtained. 

Mr. Brat: If the corporation succeeded in getting the Act, would it not 
be lawful to pay it out of the rates? 

The Town-Cierk: Decidedly. If the House of Commons and the House 
of Peers give authority for the council to treat with the gas company and 
to take the works, they would insert a clause that the money should be 
paid out of the rates, 

Mr. CLacue explained what he had said at the ward meeting, and re- 
peated that if the gas-works had been in the hands of the corporation ten 
years ago the district-rate would have been a shilling less than it was to- 
day. Much as he respected Mr. Allott, he differed from him that day, and 
he was thoroughly disappointed that he had not adduced arguments showing 
why there should be any postponement. No reason had been shown why 
the council should not have compulsory powers to purchase the gas-works 
or to construct new ones. Since the agitation had commenced, the directors 
were intending to reduce the price of gas, and this would be the weapon 
with which they would be fought in Parliament. If they postponed the 
question another year, in all probability a further reduction would be made, 
and their case would be worse than at present. 

Mr. AtLort said he did not expect that the resolution would be carried, 
but, inasmuch as at the last council meeting he was not allowed to state the 
reasons why it was expedient to oppose the scheme, he thought it advisable 
to give notice of a motion for postponing the bill. He had discharged what 
he believed to be a stern duty, and he repeated that they were entering 
hastily into a most important matter. It was stated that Mr. Unwin had 
not answered the report, but he believed that Mr. Unwin had acted an ex- 
ceedingly wise and prudent part in saying that he would meet them and 
answer all questions before the parliamentary committee. To his mind, 
the report was illogical and inaccurate, and possibly by the time it was 
brought before Parliament the opinion of many might be changed. Con- 
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sidering the temper of the members of the council, as expressed in the 
course of the discussion, he thought it would be utterly useless to divide 
apon a question. With the permission of his seconder, he would withdraw 
motion. 
The council then separated. 








THE GAS DEPOSIT GRIEVANCE AT LIVERPOOL. 
DEPUTATION TO THE DIRECTORS OF THE GAS COMPANY. 


A Deputation from the Gas Consumers Association waited upon the 
Directors of the Gas Company, at their Offices, Newington, on Saturday, for 
the purpose of representing to them the grievances which the consumers 
complained of. The deputation consisted of Mr. John Stevenson (president), 
Mr. Reay (secretary), Mr. James Cowan, Mr. Boote, Mr. Charles Cauldwell, 
and Mr. Richard Shaw; and they were received by Mr. Charles Turner, 
M.P. (in the chair), and Mr. J. B. Brancker, Mr. J. Grant Morris, and 
Sir Hardman Earle, directors of the company; Mr. Garnett, solicitor; and 
Mr. King, engineer. 

It was intimated that representatives of the press were in attendance, and 
a short discussion took place as to whether they should be admitted to the 
interview. 

Mr. Turner said it was not usual to have reporters present on such 
occasions; but if it was the wish of the deputation that the proceedings 
should be reported, the directors had no objection. 

The deputation decided that reporters should be present, and the pro- 
ceedings commenced. 

Mr. Turner: We have met this morning for the purpose of receiving a 
deputation from gas consumers. You are their representatives? 

Mr. STEvENsoN said he spoke for the deputation as well as for himself 
and in the first place he would thank the directors for the courteous mannet 
in which they had received their communication, and for the courteou® 
manner in which they had received the deputation that morning. The de- 
ee waited upon them on account of the many complaints that had 

een made of the deposit system. Some of the deputation had felt the hard- 
ship of that system personally; they had heard of it from other persons with 
whom they had been in communication; while some of the deputation had 
no complaint personally to make against the gas company. Cases, however, 
had come under his own notice which amounted to absolute cruelty. The 
deputation did not object to deposits. They were quite well aware that the 
company must be protected, but they objected to the enormous, the unreason- 
able deposits; and they thought the present system was unfair, because it 
was based upon no principle at all. They found that first one amount was 
asked and then another. A case had come under his notice that morning 
in which a party was asked £5 deposit, but, after some impudence—to use 
his informant’s own word—it was ultimately agreed to put in the gas with- 
out any deposit. Therefore it would be seen that there was no principle 
upon which deposits were asked; and enormous deposits were often asked 
after paying a year, half a year, or three-quarters of a year’s consumption. 
They objected to the present system, because it fell — not upon wealthy 
people, but upon poor struggling, people, who had a difficulty in getting a 
bare subsistence for themselves and children. He himself knew a case of 
the latter kind. A poor woman whose husband had died was put in busi- 
ness by a few friends, so that she might make a living for herself and large 
family. She came down to the office to have the gas put into her place, and 
although the previous quarter's consumption had been only 3s. 4d. she had 
to pay a deposit of 30s. This was a great amount to her, for it took away 
from her that little capital which should have enabled her to trade success- 
‘! fully, and get her children bread by her own industry. The deputation 
could give a number of cases; but he presumed they did not come there to 
go into details. If, however, the directors wished for further facts they 
could have them at any time. In substance the deputation agreed to this:— 
That the deposits should be a fixed amount; that there should be a fixed 
rule for regulating them—say that they should be one-fourth of the annual 
consumption of gas. He concluded by urging that as the company held a 
large amount of money in their hands as deposits, while holding such sums 
they should give the depositors interest for their money. 

Mr. Boore said that several cases of hardship by the deposit system had 
been mentioned to him. 

Mr. Stevenson said the annual accounts of the company were made up 
to the 80th of June, but he understood they had not yet been deposited 
with the clerk of the peace. 

Mr. Garnett (solicitor to the company): This is the session at which 
they will be deposited. 

Mr. Boots said he had always paid his gas bill a day or two after he had 
received the account. A short time agoa person from the company came 
round to his place of business, and he gave him a reference to the chairman 
of a bank in the town, yet he called for a deposit of £3. He objected to 
pay this, and told the person to call again in a fewdays. He did call again, 
and then asked for £5, which he (Mr. Boote) refused, but offered the £3. 
In the afternoon of the same day a man came round from the office, and 
took off the supply of gas. He (Mr. Boote) afterwards went to the gas office, 
but no explanation whatever would be received. 

Mr. Cowan mentioned the case of a firm—Messrs. Gillan and Jones—who 
were charged £7 deposit, although they had only 25 burners, and their 
gas bill onty amounted to £4. 

Mr. BranckEr: Have they been long in business? 

Mr. Cowan: No; they have only recently commenced. Mr. Cowan men- 
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unjust system of enforcing deposits. 
Mr. Boorge mentioned a case in which a person had to deposit 20s., 
although his gas bill for the twelve months was £2 4s, 8d. 
Mr. Reay said that when the deposit clause was inserted in the Act the 
consumers made a condition with the company. They knew there were a 
‘ great many persons who were not trustworthy, and he and those who acted 
{ for the consumers on that occasion had no objeetion to the insertion of a 
' clause if the rule was that one quarter’s deposit should be required. There 
|! were no complaints made while Mr. Steel was with the company about 
| these deposits, but the clause was very much evaded since that gentleman 
| had left. If there was some fixed rule arrived at by which the deposit 
‘ would be made known to the consumer, no objection would be raised; the 
'' only thing they found fault with was the indiscriminate demand for these 
‘deposits. The depositors complained, and with great justice, that if the 
'' company insisted upon having deposits, and if they had the use of the money, 
‘ the depositors should receive interest for it. It was a suggestion of the de~ 
putation that interest should be given upon these deposits. 
|. Mr, Rrenarp Saw said he was not a depositor, and never would be, 
although the gas was taken from him. He had been a gas consumer 25 
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tioned other cases in which hardship had arisen from what he termed the | 
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ears. He sympathized deeply with the depositors, and thought they hat 
een treated in the most harsh manner of late by some one connected with 





.that office. Such things did not occur in the time of Mr. Steel; then, if any 


one wanted redress it was obtained, but now it was quite the reverse. He 
went upon the broad principle that the consumers were asked for a sum of 
money both unreasonable and unjust, and if any of them should attempt to 
come down to the office to make complaints, they received nothing but in- 
sult. Mr. Shaw went on to complain generally of the manager’s insulting 
tone to consumers, and mentioned a case in which the gas consumer had 
paid for his gas, but, notwithstanding, a person called again upon him, and 
a notice was sent that if he did not pay the gas would be turned off. He 
(Mr. Shaw) mentioned this to one of the collectors, who said, “ That is 
nothing; I have myself collected money from gentlemen twice. 

Mr. TurRNER: What is that officer's name? 

Mr. SHaw: Breeze. 

Mr. Srevenson remarked that, speaking for himself, he had always been 
received with courtesy. Looking over the accounts that day, and looking 
over the general clauses of the Gas Act, he found that the company should 
deposit a general balance-sheet of the income and expenditure of all moneys. 
He looked in the accounts for the gas deposits, and he took it that the gas 
account portion of the income of the company should be accounted for in 
the usual way. 

Mr. Reay: Debited. 

Mr. TurNER said he understood that the deputation did not object to de~ 
posits as unreasonable. Some persons were charged more than others upon 
the consumption, which he thought the directors would agree with him was 
not reasonable. It had been said that it would be reasonable to have a de- 
posit of one quarter. Now, he did not think this would do. The company 
only sent in their bills once a quarter; they did not get them out until two 
or three weeks after. The consequence would be, if they had only one 
quarter's deposit, the person who had made the deposit would consume gas 
for a month or two without any deposit at all. If they sent in the bill upon 
the average three weeks after it was due, there would be another two or 
three weeks before they could expect to be paid, and that would be some- 
thing like two months over before they received the money. Therefore, if 
they had only one quarter’s deposit, the consumer would be in the com- 
pany’s debt, and if he failed to pay the money there would be a loss of 
something like two months. Jaking the deputation’s view of the case, it 
would be seen from this that the question was one as much for the con- 
sumer as the directors, for ifone man did not pay another must; and, if 
they trusted a person who failed, these bad debts would have to be paid by 
the solvent consumers before a reduction in the price of gas took place. 
There should be c reasonable deposit, which should be sufficient to cover 
the company from loss, but not more than cover them from loss; therefore 
they would see that one quarter's deposit would not be sufficient—that no- 
thing short of half a year would cover them—and tbat if they did not wish 
to make bad debts they must have six months deposit. They did not ask 
deposits from all. In the case of persons of undoubted wealth and position, 
it would be harsh to say that they would take deposits from them; but they 
must take deposits from poor people. These were the persons tradesmen 
were not in the habit of trusting; and if the company trusted these people 
they would make a great number of bad debts, and the solvent depositors 
would suffer. This might seem harsh, but they would not be doing their 
duty as trustees for the company if they did not ask for deposits. It wasa 
very painful duty, and he, ess would much rather trust everybody, 
and not have deposits at all, if it were possible. It appeared to him and the 
board generally that the deposits should not be more than would cover 
them from debt, for it was their duty to protect the company and the 
public from loss. He did not really see much difference between the board 
and the gas consumers. 

Mr. STEVENSON said that the company refusing to take a guarantee from 
respectable persons for consumers was very harsh. 

Mr. Turner said the reason why these guarantees were objected to was 
that they led to litigation. He had no hesitation in saying that as trustees 
of the company they could not make the company safe unless they had six 
months deposit. He did not agree that they were a charitable institution, 
and he did not agree that they should make the solvent people pay for the 
poor. Asa public institution, it was the duty of the directors to take care : 
of the interest of the company and the public; and he had no right to make 
the solvent consumer pay for the poor people because they were poor. They |; 
(the directors) had no right to be charitable with other people’s money; | 
nothing was pleasanter than to appear charitable at the expense of others. 

Mr. Cowan: You must make up your 10 per cent. 

Mr. Morris: The proprietors do not get 10 per cent. for their money. It 
is very unfair to be quoting that 10 per cent. I do not get more than 5 per 
cent. for my money. 

Mr. Suaw: But the original shareholders do. When the shares are put up 
for sale they are very saleable. 

Mr. Reay remarked that the company, as a commercial body, must expect 
to make bad debts. They (the deputation) as consumers must expect bad 
debts, and be prepared to pay them. Before these stringen: measures were 
adopted the company made fewer bad debts than any other company in 
Lancashire. 
on  apaned to a remark, Mr. Morris said the deposits did not amount to 

0,000. 

It was understood that the directors would consider the points urged by 
the deputation, and that they would senda reply to the president of the 
Gas Consumers Association in a few days. ; 

The deputation, having thanked the directors for their courtesy, then 
withdrew. 





Bap Gas.—A Beroccep Eprror.—As a gaseous contemporary was ecrib- 
bling at a great rate on Wednesday evening he was suddenly stopped by a 
failure of light. He anathematized the gas company for its bad gas, but, 
looking out of window, he saw that all his neighbours lights were burning 
brightly. Then he called out to put water into the meter, and that was 
done, but the result was to make bad worse. Then he fell back on the bad 
gas theory, or the want of pressure, or some unmentionable machination. 

Jow the unfortunate man got on he does not tell us. Probably he bought a 


farthing candle, and by its light he managed to compose a paragraph com- 


plaining of the gas. The next morning the gas sawn gd sent one of its 
servants to ascertain the state of the case, and he found the meter flooded 
with water. He had to draw off two — and then all was right ; the gas 
passed through the meter, and burned as brightly as it did elsewhere. But 
the complaint of bad gas remains on record notwithstanding.—Shefficld 
and Rotherham Independent. 
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CHEMICAL, MINERAL, AND METAL MARKETS. 1819 | 10 ue ee f 10 00! 710 0 
(From J. Bencer Srence anv Co.'s Weekly Report.) 1138 10 | Do. : 5 0 0 710 0| 
CHEMICALS. 20000 | 10 | | Western (Limited) A shares ‘ 10 0 0;10 0 0} 15 — 153 
In most branches of the chemical trade there has been increasing activity throughout the 10000 | 10 | ,»Bshares. . ws 700/10 0 0 93— 10 
week past, and it is anticipated that, at the turn of the year, a considerable advance will be 10000 | 10 Do., Cc shares 700/110 00 94— 10 
established in the values of the staple articles. In Minerals the business effected has been 20000 | 10 Do., D sh eevee oe ee 100/10 00 1 2 
rather under the average; prices, however, remain very firm. There is little doing in shares. . . + - s— 
Metals, with the exception of iron, in which large transactions have taken place ; but, as an 8000 | 5 | West Ham +e ° . 700; 710 0} ™— 74 
endeavour is made to establish an advance of 20s. in manufactured iron, a falling off in 6000 | 5 Do., new shares 700; 710 0} 
orders is certain to result. 551 | 10 | West London Junction (Limited) : 1000); 60¢) 
SODA.—For Soda Ash prices still rule at £7 to £7 5s. for 48 percent. Caustic mects with 520 | 10 Do., geofevence ee Spee 600 


a steadier sale at £13 7s. 6d. to £13 12s. 6d. for 60 per cent. Crystals rather easier, at 
£3 17s. 6d. to £4. Bicarbonate dull, at £9 10s 
e.. a E OF SODA.—Still receding from the late furced rise, sells now at 15s. 6d. to 

Ss. perc 

POTASH, —Muriates offering in small quantities at £7 to £7 5s. for 80 per cent. for later 
spring delivery. 

TPETRE.—Inactive, and at last week’s quotations. 

ALUM.—In continued home and foreign request, at £6 5s. per ton for Loose Lump, #7 in 
Export Barrels, and £7 for Ground. 

AMMONIA. —Sulphate still scarce, and selling at €15 5s.for secondary, to £17 7s. 6d. for 
Fine White. 

COPPERAS.—Green and Rusty values remain stationary. 
business has taken place at £210s. Chloride of Iron, 52s. 

‘ 5 3g Aero in value, with a steady consumption. Calcined wanted, at 44s. 6d. 
0 44s, R. C. 

LIME.—In Phosphate not much has been done, and prices remain at 52s. 6d. for 65 per 
cent. Bleaching Powder readily obtains £4 5s. to £8 10s. for 35 per cent., at which large 
sales have been effected. Disinfectants meet with an active sale, especially among farmers 
dreading the cattle disease ; price, as before. 5s. 3d. per cwt. 

MANGANESE is rather dull, with no change in prices. 

ACID8.—A considerable business in Tartaric, at ls. 13d. for Foreign; English Ground, 


1s. 2}d.; Citric, 2s, 5d.; Oxalic, 7}d. 
METALS. 


TRON.—Scotch Pigs have advanced to 54s. 2d. to 54s. 6d., at which a closed rather 
weaker. Cleveland very firm, at 44s. 6d. for Forge to 49s. 6d. for No.1. Welsh Bars, £6 6s. 
bd Fak 10s. ; Staffordshire, £7 "to £8; Gas Tubes, 60 per cent. to 70 per cent. ‘off list; Boiler 
cent. to 45 per cent. —COPPER.—No alteration in this. English Tough, 272 
o > ili Slab, £67 10s. to £68.——TIN is weaker. English, £122 to 
2123 23.—— LEAD. —In good demand, and present prices are readily obtainable. P. G. Best 
English Soft Pig Lead, £18 15s.——SPELTER —Some large sales have been made. English 
nominally quoted at £20 10s. ; Silesian, special brands, £19 15s. to £20; Hard Spelter, for 
export, £16 5s. to £16 10s. 


In Dry a largely increased 


to £123 ; Straits, 




















Register of f Hew Patents. — 


APPLICATIONS FOR LETTERS PATENT. 




















3081.—CHaRLes ANTHONY OFVERBERG, of Finsbury, in the co. of Middle- | 


sex, for “‘ ey in filters and “Altering apparatus.”’ A communi- 
cation. Oct. 23, 1869. 

3085. —F RANCIS tamd ANDERSON, of New Orleans, state of Louisiana, 
U.S.A., at present residing at 42, Cannon Street, in the City of London, 
for “< Improvements in obtaining fuel and light from water.” Oct. 23, 1869. 

3101.—THomas Hoey, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer, for 
‘* Improvements in fireplaces for ‘dwellings, and in arrangements in con= 
nexion therewith to promote ventilation.” Oct. 26, 1869. 

3146.—Ronert Joun Everett, of West Ham, in the co. of Essex, for ‘An 
improved process for the manufacture of salts of ammonia from ammo- 
niacal gas liquor.” Oct. 30, 1869. 

3152.—JoHNn CLAYTON MEWsURN, of 172, Fleet Street, in the City of Lon- 
don, patent agent and consulting engineer, for “ Improvements in appa. 
ratus for feeding boilers, and for raising and forcing fluids generally 
A communication. Oct. 30, 1869. 


11, Wellington Street, Strand, in the co. of Middlesex, patent agent, for 





3153.—W1tt1amM Epwarp Gxper, of the firm of John Gedge and Son, of a 
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‘4 novel method of welding iron or any other metal in the manufacture 
of every kind of water or gas Pipes boxes for power-shafts, axle-boxes, 
tubes, coupling-boxes, gun-barrels, and generally of all the cylinders and 
cones entering into the manufacture of firearms, as also in all analogous 
manufactures.” A communication. Oct. 30, 1869. 

3177.— W1Li1AM ConneELL, of Glasgow, in the co, of Lanark, N.B., plumber 

and brassfounder, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-closets.” Nov. 2, 1869. 

| 3181.—Jouw Prentis Hawxey and Epwin Everep Hitt, both of Brix- 

| ton, in the co. of Surrey, for ‘* Improvements in ggg for controlling 

| the flow of water from constant supply-pipes.”” Nov. 2, 1869. 

| 3182.—SieismunpD Leoni, of 34, St. Paul Street, New North Road, in the 

| co. of Middlesex, manufacturer, for — in apparatus for 

| cooking and lighting by gas.” Nov. 3, 1869. 

' 3186.—Henry James Hoae Kine, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., 
engineer, for ‘‘ Improvements in apparatus for yg indicating, and 
regulating the flow or passage of liguids.’” Nov. 3, 1869. 

3187.—THOMAS STEPHEN MaRrtTIN, of Plymouth, in the co. of Devon, wine 
| merchant, for ‘* Improvements in the construction of self-acting stop- 

|| cocks.” Nov. 3, 1869. 

| 3198.—Matrnew Wixrson, of 15, Wellington Street, in the borough of 
Southwark, in the co. of Surrey, gentleman, for ‘‘ Improvements in sink- 

traps.” Nov. 4, 1869. 

| 


GRANTS OF PROVISIONAL PROTECTION. 

2685.—Wi111AM Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, in the co. of 
Middlesex, civil engineer, for ‘An improvement in pumps.’ A commu- 
nication. Sept. 14, 1869. 

2951.—GzorGE ANDREW Mipp.emiss, of Sunderland, in the co. of Dur- 

| bam, architect, for ‘“4n improvement in and apparatus for withdrawing 

| water or other fluids in as pure a condition as sag rage tells, cis- 

| terns, and other places where the water or other fluid is mixed with 





Soreign matter ; also to prevent the choking up of the pumps and other 
oe usually used for drawing off water and other fluids.” Oct. 
1, 1869. 
2933.—James CHANDLER, of 17, Cottage Grove, Mile End Road, in the co. 
| of Middlesex, for “‘ Improvements in apparatus for drawing and prevent- 
| ing waste of water from pipes, mains, cisterns, or other sources, for do- 
| _mestie or other purposes ; also for water-closets, &c.’’ Oct. 9, 1869. 
2959.—Everetr Austin Snuoos, of 26, Sheet Street, Windsor, in the co. 
of Berks, for ‘*‘ Improvements.in. cocks, taps, and valves.’ Oct. 12,1869. 
; 2972.—Lovurs Marino CasELua, of Hatton Garden, in the co. of Middlesex, 
| for ‘An improved apparatus to be employed in lighting gas-burners, 
lamps, and other articles.’’ Oct. 13, 1869. 
3008.—JamEs WALKER, of Glasgow, in the co. of Lanark, N.B., engineer, 
| for ** Improvements in apparatus for measuring fluids.” Oct. 15, 1869. 
| 3012. WiLL1AM BrapsHaw LEacuMan, of Leeds, in the co. of York, engi- 
neer, and Joun Hotroyp, of Leeds aforesaid, for “‘ Improvements in 
hydraulic apparatus for raising and forcing water.” Oct. 15, 1869. 
3036.—AsTLEY Paston Price, of 47, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, in the co. of 
| Middlesex, consulting chemist, for ‘‘ Improvements in the purification of 
| coalgas.”” Acommunication. Oct. 18, 1869. 
3045.—ALBERT Evans, of Grimsbury, in the co. of Northampton, horticul- 
| tural engineer and hot water apparatus maker, for ‘“An improved method 
of joining or connecting pipes and tubes.” Oct. 19, 1869. 


NOTICES TO PROCEED. 
1922.—H nny ALEXANDER FREDERICK DuckHam, of Camden Town, in 
| the co. of Middlesex, gas engineer, for ** Improvements in gas-regulators.” 
' June 23, 1869. 


} 
' 
| 





Middlesex, mahogany and veneer merchant, for “Improvements in the} | 
manufacture of reflectors for artificial light?’ June 29, 1869. 
1931.—ALFRED Henry Stitt and Denny Lane, both of the city of Cork, 
for “‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas.’’ June 29, 1869. 
2323.—ALEXANDER LouDEN, of Ceres, in the co. of Fife, N.B., for ‘* Zm-|| 
provements in taps or cocks used for drawing off water and other liquids 
JSrom casks or other vessels.”” Aug. 3, 1869. 
2354.—Witi1aM Rosert Lake, of 8, Southampton Buildings, London, 
consulting engineer, for ‘‘Zmprovements in devices for holding the chim- 
—- v4 ma and other lighting apparatus.” A communication. 
ug. 6, 1869. 
2731.—AL¥FRED TYLOR, of Newgate Street, in the City of London, brass-| | 
founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in water-taps and cistern apparatus for pre- || 
venting the waste of water and for cleanliness.” Sept. 20, 1 ‘iH 
2763.—RoBERrt CRAWFORD WALLACE and Davip Crawrorp, of the firm}! 
of Wallace and Crawford, of Ardrossan, in the co. of Ayr, N.B., engineers’ 
and ship chandlers, for ‘‘ Improvements in pumps and mechanism con- | 
nected therewith, applicable to ships and other purposes.” Sept. 23, 1869. | | 
2897.—SauirE Farron, of Ashton-under-Lyne, in the co. of Lancaster, | | 
brassfounder, for ‘‘ Jmprovements in the construction of cocks or taps.’ {| 
Oct. 6, 1869, 1 


PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID } 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF |! 
£50 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE THIRD YEAR. 1] 
2532.—James CavanaH, ‘‘An improvement in water-closets, cisterns, and | | 
soil-traps.”’ Oct. 3, 1866. 
2537,—MartHEW West, ‘‘ Improvements in fishtail gas-burners.” Oct. 3, || 
1866, 
2658.—Davin Henry Savut and Henry Pritriz Armstrone, “ Jmprove- | 
. ments in means or apparatus employed in carburetting gas.”’ Oct. 4, 1866. | 
2581.—AprauaM Riptey, ‘‘ Improvements in the construction of water-| 
meters, which improvements are also applicable to the measuring of liquids | 
generally.” Oct. 8, 1866. i 
2606.—GzorGE WILLIAM SHINNER, ‘‘ Improvements in the means of and \' 
apparatus for utilizing sewage matters and liguids.’’’ Oct. 9, 1866. 
2675.—THomas Woopwarp, ‘‘ Jmpr ts in inery or apparatus || 
Sor raising or elevating sewage, water, and other liquid matters, also ap- \ 
plicable as a means of affording motive power from water.” Oct. 16, 1866. 
2734.—RoBERT HoLuinepRAKE, ‘‘Certain tinprovements in the construction | 
of metallic pipes or tubes to be employed for the purposes of heating build- 
ings, and for extinguishing fires therein.” Oct. 23, 1866. | 
2750.—Francis Taytor, ‘* Improvements in apparatus for receiving, dry- | 
ing, and deodorizing human excrement.’’ Oct. 24, 1866. 
2788.—CHARLES M‘Beatu, ‘‘ Improvements in the treatment or distillation 
of shale. coal, and other bituminous substances, and in the means or appa- | 
ratus employed therefor.” Oct. 29, 1866. 


1} 








PATENTS WHICH HAVE BECOME VOID 
BY REASON OF THE NON-PAYMENT OF THE ADDITIONAL STAMP DUTY OF | 
£100 BEFORE THE EXPIRATION OF THE SEVENTH YEAR. 
2671.—RicHARD BRoADBENT, “ Jimprovements in gas-regulators.”’ 
1862. | 
2785.—FRANGCOIS FERDINAND Prup’ HOMME, “‘ Improvements in machinery 
or apparatus for raising water.’ Oct. 15, 1862. 
2846.—Henry Herman KromscHRoEDER and JOHN FREDERICK GUSTAV 
KRromscHroeEDeErR, ‘‘ Improvements in the manufacture of gas-meters, and 
in the manufacture of sheet metal suitable for gas-meters.”’ Oct. 22, 1862. 
2887.—Freprrick Lipscompr, “Improvements in purifying water.” | 


Oct. 3, 





1925.—Ropert Nokes Wituiams, of 84, Hackney Road, in the co. of 





Oct. 27, 1862. 


abpertisements. 








TO MANAGERS OF GAS-WORKS._ 


ANTED, immediately, by the 

| Aberdare and Aberaman Consumers Gas Coni- 
pany, a thoroughly experienced GAS MANAGER, to 

, superintend the erection of the Company’s works, under 
the Company’s Engineer, and afterwards take the entire 
management of the Company’s business. Satisfactory 

, references will be required. A salary not exceedirg 

| £150 will be given to commence with. ; 

|_ Apply by letter, sending testimonials, to Mr. E, G. 

| Price, Company’s Secretary, ABERDARE. 

©. quineunenengeabiianeendipnane a 1‘ $ 


| TO GAS COMPANIES. 


| ANTED, by the Advertiser, a re- 


engagement as MANAGER of a gas-work 
; where the annual make of gas is from 5 to 10 millions. 


various departments of gas engineering and keeping 
| facturing ts. Highest testimonials as to 
| ability, character, &c. 
Address J. G,, 1, Dodlington Grove, Battersea Park, 
SuRREY. 


WANTED, @ person competent to 


undertake the erection of Gas, Steam, or Hot- 
Water Apparatus; also the management of Workshops. 
Apply by letter only, stating terms, to A. Z., Salis- 

| bury Hotel, Fixer Street, E.c. 











GAS EXHAUSTER FOR SALE. 


T consequence of enlargement, a 
No. 4 Jones GAS EXHAUSTER, with inlet and 
outlet connexions. : 

Apply to Cuas, Setters, Gas-Works, Yorx. 


T 


receive TENDERS for the whole of the AMMONIACAL 
LIQUOR produced at their works at Haggerston, to 
commence on the Ist of January, 1870. 

All particulars may be obtained on application to Mr. 
Laing, the Engineer, on the works. 

Tenders (stating price and term of contract) to be 





AMMONIACAL LIQUOR. 
HE Directors of the Independent 


endorsed “ Tender for Ammoniacal Liquor.” 
By order, 
James B. Coutson, Secretary. 
236, Kingsland Road, Oct. 28, 1869. 














| The advertiser is thoroughly acquainted with the | 


| ** Tender for Bui 
Gaslight and Coke Company are prepared to | 


sent in to me onor before Friday, the 26th of November, | 


| 


ASSOCIATION. 
(Incorporated by Act of Parliament.) 
NOTICE is hereby given that the HALF-YEARLY 
ORDINARY MEETING of the Proprietors of the 


Imperial Continental Gas Association will be held at the | 


City Terminus Hotel, Cannon Street, London, on 
TUESDAY, the 30th inst., at Two o’clock in the 
afternoon precisely, when a Report will be made to the 
Proprietors, and a Dividend declared for the half year 
ended the 30th of June, 1869, and the usual ordinary 
business of such meeting transacted. 

In pursuance of the notice given at the last Half- 
Yearly Ordinary Meeting, held at the London Tavern, 
on Tuesday, the 25th day of May last, by the Chairman, 
Mr. Philip Twells, he will move that the Secretary’s 


| Salary be increased from £700 to £1000 per annum, the 


increase to commence from the Ist of January last. 
Notice is hereby also given that the Transfer Books 
of the Association and the Register of Shareholders 


| will be closed on Tuesday, the 16th inst., and will 


remain closed until after the Half-Yearly Ordinary 
Meeting on the 30th inst. 
By order of the Board of Direction, 
ALBERT F. Jackson, Secretary. 
Dated this 8th day of November, 1869. 





TO BUILDERS AND OTHERS. 


HE Aberdare and Aberaman Con- | 


sumers Gas Company invite TENDERS for the | 


erection of a Retort-House, Engine and Boiler House, 
Coke and Lime Sheds, Smith’s Shop, Offices, Residence, 


Bridge, and other works, at Aberaman, in the parish of 


| Aberdare. 


Plans, and specifications in duplicate, may be seen 


here and at the Offices of the Engineer, Mr. G. W. | 
SrEvEnson, 19, Great George Street, Westminster, on | 


and after ——. the 15th inst., and tenders, endorsed 
dings,” must be sent to me on or before 
Monday, the 22nd inst.—By order, 
E. G. Price, Secretary. 
5, Cannon Street, Aberdare, Nov. 1, 1869. 


TO GAS-FITTERS & BRASS FINISHERS. 


A Well-established Business, with 
good Residence, for DISPOSAL at Islington. 
The premises are in a central position, and in the main 
thoroughfare. 





For particulars apply to Mr. C. Baker, House Agent, 


| &c., 10, Rufford’s Row, Upper Street, Istineron. 


MPERIAL CONTINENTAL GAS | 





| 950 NEW SHARES of £25 cach, | 
Gasholder and Tar Tanks, Boundary Walls, Road, | | 








ae | 
A Situation as Book-keeper (double or |, 


single entry) or GENERAL CLERK in a Gas 





| Office wanted by a young German gentleman, who has 


been employed for some years in a German gas-work. 
Excellent references. 
Address C. F., care of Mr. W. Sugg, Vincent Street 
Westminster, S.W. 
GAS PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 


Two small Purifiersin good condition, 


suitable for small works, 
For price and particulars apply at the Gas-Works, 
Brentwood, Essex. 


| 
SWANSEA, GLAMORGANSHIRE. | 


IMPORTANT SALE OF SWANSEA GAS SHARES 
Under the powers of the Swansea Gas Act, 1861. 
| 


PE. J. M. ELLERY begs respectfully 


to announce that he has been favoured with || 








| instructions to 


SELL BY AUCTION, 


AT THE i} 
MACKWORTH ARMS HOTEL, SWANSEA, | 
On FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1869; 


Subject to Conditions of Sale to be then produced, and 
in such Lots as shall be determined on, | 


IN THE | 
SWANSEA GASLIGHT COMPANY. | 
| 


These Shares are issued under the authority con- 
tained in the 23rd section of *‘ The Swansea Gas Act, | | 
1861,” and are offered for sale by public aa 
pursuance of the 24th section of that Act, and of a || 
resolution passed at the General Meeting of the Pro- 
prietors, held at Swansea on the 22nd of October, 1869. 

The Shares will be offered in such lots as to meet | 
the convenience of all classes of investors, whose par- 
ticular attention is respecfully directed by the Auc-/| 


| tioneer to this safe and increasingly profitable property. 


Sale to commence at Two o'clock precisely. || 

Printed particulars may be obtained on application 
to Pomona eases Esq., Solicitor, SwansE; of the 
SFCRETARY and MANAGER of the Company; or at the} | 
AUCTIONEER’s Offices, SWANSEA. } 

Noy. 1, 1869. , } 








—— 





_— - 



































THE BOLTON GAS COMPANY. 


TO GASHOLDER MAKERS. 
Directors of the Bolton Gas 


| Company are desirous of receiving TENDERS 

| for a TELESCOPIC GASHOLDER, 140 ft. diameter. 

| Specifications may be had on application to the 
undersigned. 

| Tenders to be delivered at the Company’s Offices in 








Bolton before Thursday, the 25th of November, but the | 
| praying for such an alteration of the law as shall relieve 


' Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 
|| Or any tender. : 
Harrison Veevers, Engineer. 


| Gas Offices, Bolton, Oct. 22, 1869. 


BE SOLD, a Gas-Work complete, 


| 
T° 
| with one or two Holders of 10,000 feet each, a 





all other apparatus connected with the works. A 
| great portion of the works are nearly new, and no gas- 
|| Works have been working more satisfactorily than the 

above, and will be required a few weeks longer upon 
the present site. 

| Any further information will be given on application 

to the Manager, Mr. B. Wi1son, Ilkeston, near Nor- 
|, TINGHAM. 


6-in. Drum-Valve capable of working 4 purifiers, and | 


Nov. 9, 1869.] THE JOURWAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 


LIABILITY OF SMALL COMPANIES WORKING 
WITHOUT A SPECIAL 
ACT OF PARLIAMENT TO INDICTMENT. 


I* consequence of the liability small 
Gas Companies are under to be indicted by any 
private individual for opening roads to lay in mains, 
services, &c., although they may previously obtain the 
sanction of the proper authorities, it is proposed to 
form a DEPUTATION to wait upon the President of 
the Board of Trade, and to present a MEMORIAL, 


them from these liabilities. 
Any Company thus cir 
join the proposed deputation, and to si 
is requested to communicate at once with the SECRETARY 
of the Hawkhurst Gas Company, Hawkhurst, Kgnr. 
PURIFIERS FOR SALE. 
A Set of Four Cast-Iron Purifiers, 8 ft. 
square, with wrought-iron lids, wrought-iron 
centre-valve in cast-iron case, wood sieves, connecting- 
pipes, and lifting apparatus complete, and nearly new. 
If preferred, Cockey’s patent centre-valve, or cast- 
iron sieves, in place of above. 


For particulars, apply to G. Porter, Manager, Gas 
and Water Works, CARLISLE. 





tanced, and wishing to 
the memorial, 








| 
| 
|| Oct. 5, 1869. 
| 
! 
! 


| HENRY F. WILLEY, 
GAS ENGINEERING WORKS, 


BARTHOLOMEW STREET, EXETER, 


Invites particular attention to his 


GAS-METER DEPARTMENT, 


|| Where he manufactures both WET and DRY METERS, several hundred of which are in use in many 


|| Gas- Works in England, Ireland, and Wales. 


| | These Meters have received the highest praise from many eminent Gas Engineers, for their excel- 


|| lence of manufacture, 


superiority of workmanship, and accuracy of register. 


They are warranted to 


|| Measure correctly and not to vary. Every Meter manufactured by him maintained in perfect repair 
| for a period of five years. All bear the Government stamp. 


| GAS-FITTING DEPARTMENT. 


A variety of very beautiful and choice patterns and designs adapted for any character of buildings, 


including MEDIAVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c.; 


andsome STAR PENDANTS for 


ASSEMBLY ROOMS, &c.; CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, &c. 


Ever 
GOVE 
taining to Gas- Works. 





| parison with any House in the Kingdom. 


ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. 


description of GAS APPARATUS, comprising GASHOLDERS, STATION-METERS, 
ORS, CONDENSERS, PURIFIERS, RETORTS, SLIDE-VALVES, and every article apper- 


Gas Companies advised on Improvements, Extensions, and Alteration of Works. 
*,* The very best material and workmanship guaranteed, and at prices bearing a favourable com- 








TO GAS COMPANIES & LOCAL BOARDS. 


KEEN’S PATENT DOUBLE-CLIP STREET-LAMP 


Is introduced to the notice of the above as being more efficient and economical 
than any yet produced, and possessing the following advantages :— 

The glass is easily secured by the Clips instead of putty, which gives free- 
dom for expansion and contraction, thus removing all liability of fracture, 
and the frame being protected by the Clips, gives a finished appearance to 
the Lamp, and ensures its durability. 

For particulars of price, &c., apply to 


BRACE, BRACE, & CO., 
11, RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET, LONDON. 
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This day (July 10th) is published, 


Baier ’S ILLUSTRATED INVEN- 
TIONS, with Illuminated Cover and over 300 
Engravings. Price ls. | 
This book is replete with information, and prices of | 
many well-known as well as perfectly new inventions, | 
interesting to all in the mechanical trades, as well as 
corporations, gover ts, gas gers, private | | 
gentlemen, and shopkeepers. 
Post free in the United Kingdom, 1s. 
Joun Bartey and Co., Albion Works, Salford, Lan- 
CASHIRE. 1 


'} 

“FIVE MINUTES’ TALK | 
ABOUT f 

” | 

GAS 

Is intended to be given by Gas Companies to their | 
Customers. It is hoped the advice it contains may be | 





ee — _— — 











the means of correcting mistakes and preventing acci- 
dents ; and also of assisting the Officers in some of the 
most difficult of their duties. 
Price—1000 copies, £1 17s. 6d.; 500 copies, £1 1s. 6d.; |, 
any smaller number, at 5s. per 100. 
hen 1000 copies are ordered, the official title and | 
of the C y will be printed on the first } 
page without charge. Any greater number by special | | 
agreement as to price. } 
Apply to J. O. N. Rurrer, Black Rock, Buienron. || 
| 


dd 








TO INVENTORS AND PATENTEES, 


_ W. H. BENNETT, having had | 


considerable experience in matters connected | ! 
with Gas, Water, and Sanitary Improvement, begs to: 
say that he continues to assist Inventors in the ec- |, 
tion of their designs, and to obtain for them PROVI-| | 
SIONAL PROTECTION, whereby their invention may | | 
be secured for Six Months; or LETTERS PATENT, 
which are granted for Fourteen Years. if 
Patents leted, or pr with at any stage, | 
thereby rendering it unnecessary for persons resident | } 
in the country to visit London. i? 
Patents procured for Foreign Countries. | 
Information as to cost, &c., supplied gratuitously | 
upon application to the advertiser, 42, Parliament’ 
Street, WesTMINSTER. [Office of the JoURNAL oF | 
Gas LicuTine, &c.]) 


ded ! 








W. J. SIMMONDS, 
Retort and Boiler Setter and Contractor for Gas-Works | 
in general, i} 

7x, SOUTH STREET, NEW NORTH ROAD, 
Istincron, Lonpon, N. j 


| 
' 
} 
\ 





Upwards of 16 years Retort Setter to the Chartered | | 
Gas Company, Brick Lane and Curtain Road Statiens. | | 
Materials supplied on reasonable terms if required, | | 
or labour only. | 
No connexion with any other Retort Setter. } 
N.B.—Orders to be addressed as above. j 





UNIVERSAL PARIS EXHIBITION, 1867. | 


PRIZE MEDAL in Class 24—Heating and Lighting— ! 
for Leoni’s Patent Gas-Burners and Gas-Stoves. | } 

















[208s Patent Adamas jj - 
GAS-BURNERS are entirely free 
from liability to Corrosion, Injury from 
Heat, or danger of Fraction, and are un- 
alterable in the dimensions of their Aper- 
tures. Uniformity in the consumptionof 
gas is obtained by the process of manutac- 
ture, which insures that 
the burners shall be pre- 


| 
| 














cisely similar in pattern, 
Net Cash Price, 8s. per gross. 

Patentee and Sole Manufacturer, 8. Lzont, 34, St. | 
Paul Street, New North Road, Lonpon, N. | 





NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS, 


| MANUFACTURER OF PATENT CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


} 

| 

: ‘| 

i LIVESEY FIRE-CLAY WORKS, | 
| | 
| 

| 

| 

| 


FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 











| 
| TUBULAR CLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. ! 
| 


| ECONOMY IN GAS PURIFICATION. 





McDOUGALL’S 


| 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON | 


Is a pure artificial Oxide, free from earth or foreign matter, lasts much longer in the Purifiers than the natural Oxides, 
and ensures a large saving in cost of material and labour. 





———— 


LONDON—11, Arthur Street West, London Bridge, E.C.; MANCHESTER—Riga Street, Shudehill. 























w | 
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\PIGGOTT’S IMPROVED RETORT-LIDS. 





| 
| 
1} 
i| 
| 
| 


; . MY 








; 
iy 
J 
Hy 
; 





| The Manufacturers desire respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies and Engineers to their Improved Retort and | 

;, other Stamped Wrought-Iron Lids, which possess the following advantages over Wrought Lids hitherto manufactured :— 

,, Uniform size and shape, a smooth and even surface, and a superiority of finish hitherto unattained. These desirable qualifica- 

|| tions are preserved irrespective of form. 

The Manufacturers have recently laid down extensive Hydraulic Machinery, with a view to acquire the above result, and 

| the success they have achieved in this branch of their business has surpassed their most sanguine expectations. The simple 

/|fact that these Lids fit into one die, and are stamped and cut out at one blow, is a sufficient proof that they must be necessarily | 

}| alike in all respects, and superior to any other make. 

i The following Gas Companies have the Lids in use, and can certify to their merits :— 

i} Belfast, Burslem & Tunstall, | Fazeley, | Luton, | Stoke Fenton and 

') Beverley, Bury, Gloucester, | Nottingham, |  Longtor, 

‘| Birkenhead, Carlisle, Harrogate, Nuneaton, South Shields, 

| Birmingham and Staf-| City of London, Huyton and Roby, Perth, | Southampton, 

}} Bolton, [fordshire,| Cowes, Leeds, Preston, Stockton, 

Bombay, Croydon, Leicester, Portsea Island, Tunbridge Wells, 

Bradford, Crystal Falace, Liverpool, Rossendale, Victoria Docks, 

Brighton, ' Derby, Longport, South Metropolitan, Warrington, 

Brighton and Hove, Equitable, London, | Lowestoft, London, &e., &e. 
PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 


THOMAS PIGGOTT & CO., 


H (Established 45 Years,) 
ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, and IRONFOUNDERS, 
GASHOLDER, GAS APPARATUS, & STEAM-ENGINE BOILER MAKERS, 


SPRING HILL, BIRMINGHAM. 
PATENT DRY GAS-METERS, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


D. BRUCE PEEBLES, 
ENGINEER & GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
FOUNTAINBRIDGE WORKS, EDINBURGH. | 


“€ 
- D. BRUCE PEEBLES having commenced a new manufacture in DRY GAS-METERS, begs to call the attention of Gas Engineers to its special 
vantages. 
e meter-case is made of strong tinned sheet iron, which will withstand oxidation even in damp places for a very long time, and is not liable to be 
broken by a blow or fall, while the weight is not one-third of those in cast iron. 

The construction of this meter is so simple that a few screws only are required for fitting, and it can be taken to pieces and refitted with a facility 
hitherto unattainable. | 

The jointing is novel, simple, and effectual, and is made with a minimum of cement or putty. 

The whole of the working parts can be got at in a few minutes, without a soldering bolt, and can be cleaned, refitted, and set to work without the! 
resetting of valves and levers—an operation found to be very troublesome with ordinary dry meters, and only practicable to an experienced workman. With) 
this meter any one who can handle a screw-driver may take to pieceg, clean, and refit the whole with the greatest ease. 

D. B. P., while thanking the many friends and customers who now have his wet meters in use, begs to state that the same care and attention to the. 
quality of workmanship and materials which are given to that branch will be extended to the dry meter manufacture, and he trusts by constant personal 
attention to merit a continuance of that patronage which already has been so liberally bestowed. 


*,* The 3-Light Dry Meters are now ready for delivery, and other sizes are being 
proceeded with as rapidly as possible. 


PATENTED MARCH 11, 1869. 
IMPROVED TIN-PLATE CASED DRY GAS-METERS, 


WITH SPECIAL FACILITIES FOR ADJUSTING AND REPAIRS, 
The principal parts of the mechanism being accessible by the removal of a single screw. 


FULLERTON, SON, * CO., EDINBURCH, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS. 


Consumers Wet and Dry Gas-Meters in Cast-Iron Cases, Station-Meters, 
Gas Apparatus, &c. 
DRAWINGS ON APPLICATION. 






























































| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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THE MEDAL FOR 1862. 


Trade Mark. 
=) Tut ONLY PRIZE MEDAL AWARDED 
ror TUBES anp FITTINGS. 


CROWN TUBE-WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY STAFFORDSHIRE, 
Wakrnousz—8l, UPPER GROUND S8T., LONDON. 


JAMES RUSSELL & SONS, 


Patentees and First Makers of Wrought-Iron Tubes. 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
1862. CLASS X. 
PRIZE MEDAL 
For excellence of Fire-Clay Gas Retorts, and 
“ HONOURABLE MENTION ” for 
good quality of Fire-Bricks. 
ILLIAM STEPHENSON & SONS, 
THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


AMES NEWTON & SONS, 
(Established 1820,) 

| FIRE-BRICK AND TILE MERCHANTS, 

Wholesale and for Exportation, 
FALCON DOCK, 78 anp 79, BANKSIDE, 
SOUTHWARK, LONDON, 8S.E., 
Derét fer STOURBRIDGE anp NEWCASTLE 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, and FIRE-CLAY, 

and every Article suitable for 


GAS AND WATER WORKS. 

















GAS-TUBING. 
All sizes, from 4 in. to 4 in. diameter and upwards, 


Also, 
HORSE SINGEING APPARATUS, best make, with 
Gas-BurNERS, Combs, and INDIaA-RUBBER TUBING, 


| 
| EFANCOCK’S INDIA-RUBBER 
| 
| 


all complete. 
| INDIA-RUBBER BAGS for Gas-MaIns, 
| WASHERS for Gas and Steam JoInTs. 
| VALVES (pure solid Rubber) for SrzaM-ENGINES. 
PACKING (Elastic) for Str2AM-ENGINES, 
FLANGE TUBING, for excluding 
Draughts and Dust through qr? 


i 


Section. 
Iustrated Price Lists on application. 


JAMES LYNE HANCOCE, 
Vulcanized India~-Rubber Works, 
GOSWELL MEWS, anv 266, GOSWELL ROAD 
LONDON, E.C- 


Established 1811. 


READY & SON, 
BILSTON STREET BRASS FOUNDRY, 
WOLVERHAMPTON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
| SUN BURNERS, GAS CHANDELIERS, 


| HALL LANTERNS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, 
And every Description of 


GAS-FITTINGS, 
| Including 


MEDLEVAL FITTINGS for CHURCHES, &c. 


Large Pattern Books complete, with Book of 
Prices, 7s. 6d. 


D. GRANT & CO., 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS. 


STATION-METERS ANY SIZE, 
PHOTOMETERS, EXPERIMENTAL METERS, &c. 


GAS-METER WORKS, CROSSCAUSEWAY, 
EDINBURGH. 


JAMES M‘KELVIE, 
CANNEL COAL MERCHANT, 


HAYMARKET, 
EDINBURGH. 


Established 1840. 
JAMES OAKES and CO. 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companies and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water-Works, including 
Iron Retorts, Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, 
Branches, and Syphons of all sizes, Lamp Columns, 


&e., &e. 
N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Celumns, 
Cylinders, and all i castings, will have immedi- 


ate attention. 
CHaRLEs Hors ey, Agent. 


Winpows, Doors, and GLass 
Caszs. 



































ROBERT MACLAREN and CO, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 


Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


C. & W. WALKERS’ 
WOOD SIEVES FOR PURIFIERS. 


These justly celebrated Sieves, with bevel bars and 
hard-wood side frames, have been extensively made by 
Messrs. Walker for over seven years, and their ad- 
vantages and durability are fully established. Messrs. 
Walker make them in very large quantities, having 
mills and machinery specially laid out for them, pro- 
ducing them at the most moderate cost. 











MIDLAND IRON-WORKS, 
DONNINGTON, NEAR NEWPORT, SHROPSHIRE. 
8, FINSBURY CIRCUS, LONDON, E.C. 





TURNER & ALLEN’S 


NEW 


DESIGNS 
FOR 
Plain & Ornamental 
LAMP-POSTS, 
DWARF GAS PILLARS, 
LAMP BRACKETS, 
CANDELABRA, 
GAS-LAMPS, LANTERNS 


&c., 

PUBLIC FOUNTAINS, 
GARDEN FOUNTAINS, 
DRINKING FOUNTAINS, 
BRONZED STATUES, 
VASES, &c. 
Improved Figures for 
Numbering Sireet- 
Lamps. 
CoMPLETE PATTERN 
AND Price Boox, 
3s. 6d. in Stamps. 


TURNER AND ALLEN, 
Engineers, Founders, §c., 
01, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C. 


TO GAS COMPANIES AND THE TRADE. 
J. DEFRIES & SONS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
CRYSTAL, BRONZED, & ORMOLU; 
CHANDELIERS; 
IMPROVED CRYSTAL STAR & SUN LIGHTS; 
VESTIBULES, 
IRON BARREL, COMPOSITION TUBING, 
AND 


GAS-FITTINGS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 























WORKS: 
LONDON, BIRMINGHAM, AND PARIS, 








CRYSTAL 
» CHANDELIER. 


Special Designs prepared in perfect accordance with 
architectural arrangements. Estimates furnished for 
the Lighting and Fitting up of Theatres, Music-Halls, 
and Public or Private Buildings with Gas. 


GAS MOONS OF THE NEWEST DESIGNS. 
The Patent Gas-Regulator & Purifier reduced 
to 6s. 6d. per Dozen. 


Pattern Books of Gas-Fittings, Crystal and Ormolu 
Chandeliers for 1869, are now complete. 





CITY SHOW-ROOMS & MANUFACTORY, 





147, HOUNDSDITCH. 


RANDOLPH MELLOR (Consult- 
@ ing Engineer to the Oriental Gas Company) is 
prepared to advise Directors of Gas and Water Com- 
panies and Corporations on all subjects connected witt 
their operations in the Manufacture and Distribution of 
Gas and the Supply of Water. 
127, Leadenhall Street, Lonpon, E.C. 


RICE’S PATENT LAMPLIGHTER 


is recommended to the notice of Gas Companies 

and local authorities as effecting a great saving in the 
consumption of Gas and of public lighting. 

For particulars apply to R. E. Keen, 11, Red Lion 

Court, Fleet Street, London, Sole Agent. Manufac- 

turers, D, HuLett anv Co., 55, High Holborn, Loxpon, 


TAR PURCHASED, 


In Districts contiguous to the Advertiser's Works. 


JOHN CLARKSON MAJOR, 
Tan DisTitteR aND MANUFACTURING CHEMIST, 
WOLVERHAMPTON. 

Brancu Works aT 


NOTTINGHAM, CAMBRIDGE, & BRIGHTON. 











Superior Quick-Drying Black Varnish for every 
description of Ironwork. Sold in barrels of about 
36 gallons. Delivered free to any station in England 
at ls. 2d. per gallon, cask included. 


(ATHELS'S Patent District Dry Gas- 
2 GOVERNOR is the only perfect self-acting con- 
trivance for regulating the pressures in the higher 
levels of a district. 

For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Messrs. 
Guest anp Curimes, Rormenuam. 


ATHELS’S Patent Four-way Disc 
GAS-VALVE—oneE OF WHICH SERVES AS THREE 
ORDINARY VALvEs—is the best Valve for gas-works. 
For prices, &c., apply to the Manufacturers, Mesere. 
Guest anp Curimes, RorueRuam. 











ATHELS’S Patent Ribbed Gas Main- | 


PIPES cost but about Id. to 2d. per yard (de- 
pending on the size) more than Plain Pipes, and ensure 
PERFECT GAS-TIGHT CONNEXIONS With the Service-Pipes. 

Apply to Messrs. Beaes & Son, 37, Southampton 
Street, Strand, Lonpon. 


W. J. HOLLANDS, 


IRON MERCHANT, 
31, BANKSIDE, LONDON, 8.5. 


Socket, Franek, Hot-WaTeER PIPES, AND ALL 
Connexions; Retorts, HYDRAULIC MaIn, Lamp- 
CoLumNs, &c.; AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF CasT- 
INGS AND WrovuGHT-InoN-WorK FoR GAS AND 
WAaTER-WoORKS, STEAM, AND GENERAL PURPOSES. 

N.B.—All s kept in stock, and supplied at 
wholesale prices. Estimates given, and orders by post 
punctually attended to the same day. 








FIRE-CLAY GAS-RETORTS, &c., CANNEL 
AND 8TEAM COALS. 


WitiaM FRASER, Inverkeithing 
(owner of the Works at which Fire-clay Retorts 


were first made), having greatly enlarged his works, can 
su ply retorts and other fire-clay goods to any extent. 

Re erences can be given to managers of above a 
hundred Gas-Works whom he supplies. 

WituiaM Fraser ships COWDENBEATH PAR- 
ROT COALS at Charlestown and Burntisland at 12s. 
per ton; and HALBEATH STEAM COALS, on Navy 
List, at 8s. 6d. per ton. 


DDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNRE, 
Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks and every 
description of Fire-Clay Good 








HOPKINS, GILKES, & CO., 


LirTep, 
MIDDLESBOROUGH, 

SUPPLY GAS AND WATER PIPES OF EVERY SIZE, 
Plain, Turned and Bored, and Coated. 
CAST-IRON RETORTS. 

Castings for Gas-Works of every description. 

EXHAUSTERS. 
Lonpon Orrice: 95, CANNON STREET. 





TO GAS ENGINEERS AND FITTERS. 
Every Description sof 


GAS LANTERNS & REFLECTOR LAMPS 
For Shop Windows kept in Stock. 
W. Davis, 17, Wells Street, Oxford Street, Lonpox, W. 
Established 1820. 


J. T. B. PORTER & CO., 


GAS ENGINEERS, 


MANUFACTURERS AND CONTRACTORS FOR GAS-WORKS 
Of any extent at Home and Abroad, 
GOWTS BRIDGE WORKS, LINCOLN, 
D 





AN 
JOHN STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 
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JOHN WRIGHT & CO., 


y 
GAS STOVE AND BURNER MANUFACTURERS, 


30, BROAD STREET, ISLINGTON, BIRMINGHAM. 





we a ry 
ROA ix) A Wr) A ea Min 


£ 
4 } 4 
SAVAONO 


No. 408. No. 310. No, 303. 


Complete, as drawn, with 7-in. Complete, as drawn, with Complete, as drawn, with Complete, as drawn, with 
Opal Shade, 8}-in. Opal Shade, 20s. 84-in. Opal Shade, 21s. 7-in. Opal Shade, 14s. 6d, 
17s. 6d. Lamp only, 9s. 6d. Lamp only, 10s. 6d. Lamp only, 6s. 


IMPROVED SMOKE CONSUMER, | 


BRONZED AND LACQUERED. 





7 in. White Opal 6s. 6d. 
S}in. ,, - 8 6 
ri ee 
7 in. Green Opal 8 0 
—_— |. » me 
Ijin. , » 18 0 | 
Shadowless Argand Burner | 


for ditto, 2s. each, 


ogame . . - « 1s, 4d. each, 
42 inch . ee ae ee: ey ee 
ieee wm s 5 Fe SS 
If with Enamelled Top, White or 
Florentine, 6d. each extra. 








INDIA-RUBBER TUBE. 


Good quality INDIA-RUBBER TUBE, covered with Worsted, in Colours, }-in. external diameter, 8d. per foot. 

Superior GLAZED TUBE, 3-in. external diameter, 5d. ; ,;-in., 7d.; $-in., 8d.; and 3-in., 9d. per foot. ee 

Also, a Tube of PURE INDIA-RUBBER, specially for Lamps, made only in 6-ft. or 12-ft. lengths, without wire, and emitting no 
smell, 10d. per foot. : 

Trade Discount 323 per cent. 


WRIGHT & CO’S PATENT PHOTO-TELESTIKON, 


Or GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 























All who have investigated the subject know that a large proportion of the gas is usually uncon- 
sumed, causing a feeling of closeness and oppression, as well as an unpleasant smell. If a piece of thin 
steel, such as a knife, be held across an ordinary gas-burner, so as to divide the flame, the whole of the 
gas is consumed, and the increase of light is at once apparent. Careful experiments show that 63 per 
cent. more light is thus obtained from the same quantity of gas. 

This result is permanently effected at a cost of 3d. by the Patent Photo-Telestikon Burner, and 
A SAVING OF OVER SIX POUNDS OUT OF EVERY TEN POUNDS for gas ensues. 

Besides the saving in cost, health and comfort are promoted. 

Each of the Burners is made in six sizes—Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 


Burner A.—Price, with Steel Bar, 3d. each; with Platinum Bar, 1s. each. 
Burner B.—Price, with Steel Bar, 1s. 6d. each; with Platinum Bar, 2s. 6d. each. 
Trade Discount 50 per cent. 














A : B 
Drawings and Price Lists of all John Wright and Co.’s Manufactures free on application. 



































| 


o es «& 
|No. 210 Stove, 2lin.high.. .. 12 6 | No, 216 Stove, 40 in. high.. .. 42 0 
ae: oo ae a oe an wn Se = ws ae eS 
‘|, 214 ,, 32im. ,, .. .. 25 0 | 12 ft. of Prepared Tube for ditto. 6 0 No, 52. 
| 12 ft. of Prepared Tube for ditto. 4 0 | Cock and Nozzleforditto., .. 2 6 This is a very powerful Stove, with Atmospheric 
Cock and Nozzle for ditto .. .. 1 6 Burner. Will broil under and boil above at the 
Pe —-—-----$ same time. . 
UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIAL. Price 15s. each. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| chaser from Messrs. Alderton and Shrewsbury of two of your Improved Radiating Gas-Stoves, one for 


|| fact that there is no trace of smell or smoke. 
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| 
JOHN WRIGHT & CO., 


GAS STOVE AND BURNER MANUFACTURERS, 


30, BROAD STREET, ISLINGTON, BIRMINGHAM. 

















By removing the ordinary elbow from the end of 
a Bracket or Pendant, and substituting the above, 
a Stove or Reading Lamp can be supplied with 
gas, without trouble, and at a very trifling cost. 


Price—i inch, 3s. each; 4 inch, 3s. 6d, each. 
Trade Discount 323 per cent. 


a WRIGHT & CO.’S 
THIS REGISTERED IMPROVED 


| RADIATING GAS-STOVE BOILING & BROILING STOVE. 


Is constructed on scientific principles, and gives out great heat by the perfect com- 
| bustion of a small quantity of gas, avoiding both smell and smoke. 

| It can be fixed in any room by drawing the flexible Tube over the gas-nipple of 
an ordinary burner, which supplies sufficient gas for the smaller size. 

| The following are distinguishing advantages of this Stove :— 

| It is portable—it is ornamental and effective—it is cheap, both in first cost and in 
daily use—it requires scarcely any fixing—and there is POSITIVELY NO SMELL. 


| nn nme a 


PRICES. 


—— = 

















Melrose Lodge, Silverhill, Hastings, July 30, 1869. 


To Messrs. John Wright and Co. 
of this house, I was induced to become the pur- 


Dear Sirs,— Owing to the cold and 


a 





| the house and the other for my stable. 

I want to ask ifa smaller burner could not be put to the No. 216 Stove, as the house soon becomes 
so extraordinarily hot that I am obliged to réduce the gas. If a smaller burner can be introduced I will 
get one through Messrs, Alderton and Shrewsbury.—I remain, dear sirs, yours respectfully, 

WILLIAM SHUTTLEWORTH. 

P.S,—I think it right to say that our servants are much pleased with the Stove in the hall, from the 





Five or more Stoves delivered free. Trade Discount 32} per cent. 





WRIGHT & CO’S IMPROVED TERRA COTTA STOVES. 


No. 83. 
Price 25s. each. 


Cock and Nozzle for do. 1s. 6d. 
12 ft. Prepared Tube for do. 


No. 96. 


Price 45s. each. 
Cock and Nozzle for do. 1s. 6d. 
12 ft.Prepared Tube for do. 4 0 


Trade Discount 323 per cent. 





These Stoves are fitted with Bunsen’s Burner. They throw out more heat than 


mre any other Terra Cotta Stove that has yet been introduced. 
0. 83. 


Drawings and Price Lists of all John Wright and Co.’s Manufactures free on application. | 

















——<, 
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ANNEL COAL.—The West York- 


shire Iron and Coal Company, Limited, beg to 
craw the attention of Gas Companies to their Cannel, 
of which the following is the analysis made by W. 
Huggon, Esq., F.C.8 

Yield of gasperton. . , , 10,296 cubic feet. 

Illuminating power rather over 21 sperm candles. 

Yield of coke perton , . l2cwt. 

The actual working, as reported by one of the largest 
gas Ne ge in Yorkshire, gives results still more 
tavourable, viz— 

Yield of gas. . 10,416 cubic feet. 

Illuminating power , 21°89 sperm candles. 

Coke. . . . « o « « See enme. 

We add from the same source the capabilities of the 
common gas coal— 

Yield of gas. ag toes 10,080 cubic feet. 

Illuminating power . , 14-41 sperm candles. 

Yield ofCoke . . . . . ildcwt. 

CoLLieries—West ARpsLEY, near LEEps, 

For further particulars, address to the Office of the 

Company, 15, York Place, Lerps. 


Pore & PEARSON’S GAS COAL. 


_ We have now the authority of several of the most 
eminent Gas Engineers of London in stating that our 
Coal yields in practical working over 10,000 cubic feet 
of gas, with an illuminating power of 16 candles. 

ne ton yields 12} cwt. of good coke. This Coal ean 
be shipped from Hull, Goole, Liverpool, Morecambe, 
and Barrow. 
For further particulars, apply to Pork anpD Pearson, 
West Riding and Silkstone Collieries, near LeEps. 


LD WEMYSS CANNEL COAL.— 


Yield of gas per ton, 12,896 cubic feet; illumi- 
nating power, 31°75 standard candles. Port of ship- 
ment, Wemyss. 

Analysis and price on application to Mr. Wa. Carry, 
Manager, Wemyss Colliery, Kirkcaldy, Fire. 











CANNEL COAL. 


ESSRS. GRIFFITHS BROTHERS, 
COPPA COLLIERY, MOLD, 
Beg leave to call the attention of Gas Companies to 
the superior quality of their Cannel for gas-making 
purposes. 

This Cannel produces in actual working, in iron 
retorts, 9200 cubic feet of 32-candle gas, and upwards 
of ll cwt. of coke, and in clay retorts will produce 
11,500 cubic feet of 25°9-candle gas. 

Ports of shipment—Birkenhead or Connah’s Quay. 

Waggons supplied for delivery by railway to any part 
of England or Wales. 

For particulars, prices, and rates of freight, apply to 
Grirrires Broruers, Coppa Colliery, Mold, Fiint- 
SHIRE. 


THOMAS CARR & SON, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, TILES, RETORTS, 
&e. &e. 


SCOTSWOOD FIRE-BRICK WORKS; 
NEAR 
BLAYDON-ON-TYNE. 


THOMAS EDINGTON & SONS, 
PHENIX IRON-WORKS, 
GLASGOW, 

Manufacturers of all kinds of 
GAS AND WATER PIPES, 
Branches, Bends, Water-Traps, Tank-Plates, Valves, 
and general Castings. Alse 
RAILWAY CHAIRS & SLEEPERS, 
aND 
GRIFFIN’S PATENT PERMANENT WAY. 

London Office, 63, Old Broad Street. 


XIDE OF IBOYNM, 
We are prepared to supply, on moderate terms, 
HYDRATED PEROXIDE OF IRON (BOG OCHRE, 
Same quality as supplied by us to several of the most 
extensive Gas Companies, and which has givene atire 
satisfaction. 


FRANCIS RITCHIE & SONS, 
BELFAST. 


IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURHAM. 

Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas-Works and Water-Works. 














Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nexione of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 

Office in London, Mr. E, M. Pexxrns, 101, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 


WALTER MABON & CO., 
Engineers, 
ARDWICK IRON-WOEKES, 
FAIRFIELD STREET, MANCHESTER, 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
IRON TANKS, GASHOLDERS, 
GAS APPARATUS, 

PIPES, VALVES, IRON ROOPS, 

WROUGHT AND CAST-IRON GIRDER 


DESIGNS, SPECIFICATIONS, & ESTIMATES 
FURS ISHED. 





= 


\ 


D Cuay Retorr, D Iron Rexort, 


FRASER’S PATENT RIBBED RETORTS. 


. be IRON RIBBED RETORTS are more durable than plain castings, and retain their original shape +o 
the last. 

The “ Ribs” strengthen the FIRE-CLAY RETORTS, and by affording an increased heating surface favour 
the more speedy and perfect carbonization of the Coals. 

These Retorts are now in use at some of the London works, and in a great number of the provincial gas-works. 

For Illustrated Circular, with testimonials, &c., apply to 


A. C. FRASER, GAS-WORKS, COLCHESTER. 


F. & C. OSLER, 


45, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W. 
MANUFACTORY AND SHOW-ROOMS: 
BROAD STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
EsTABLISHED 1807. 


MANUFACTURERS OF CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, 
WALL LIGHTS, & LUSTRES FOR GAS & CANDLES. 


TABLE GLASS OF ALL KINDS. 
CHANDELIERS IN BRONZE & ORMOLU. MODERATOR LAMPS. 


ROBERT DEMPSTER, 
Gas Engineer and Contractor, Rose Mount Foundry, Elland, near Halifax. 














R. D. recommends his Fire-Brick Retorts to Engineers and Managers 
Sg of Gas Companies; they last from 10 to 12 years. 


Wrought-Iron Tubes, 
Tanks, ° 

Wrought-Tron & Cast-Iron Roofs. 

Gasholders, Single-Lift or Tele- 
scopic. 

Gas Castings of every description. 

Retort Setters and Fitters sent to 
all parts of the country. 

Wood Sieves for Puritiers, 


Iron and Fire-Clay Retorts. Water 
Annular and Pipe Cendensers. 
Scrubbers and Purifiers, ail sizes, 
Steam-Engines and Exhausters. 
Hydraulic Centre-Valves. 
Station-Mtters and Governors. 
Photometers & Pressure-Gauges, 
Lamp-posts and Brackets. 
Cast-Iron Mains and Syphons. 





Plans and Specifications prepared. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 


19, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, W.C. 


Mr. ANDERSON advises Companies on all matters connected with the 
manufacture of Gas and the construction of Works. 

PATENTEE and MANUFACTURER of the following Inventions :— 
RETORT SETTINGS, heated by tar without the production of smoke. 
STEAM-ENGINES and EXHAUSTERS, separately or combined. 
FOUR-WAY VALVES, one of which is equal to three ordinary Valves. 
STATION GOVERNORS—the Gasholder cannot tilt and cause accident. 

BREEZE AND TAR FUEL MACHINE. 


A Pamphlet containing Eighteen Illustrations of the foregoing, with letterpress on the construction 


of Works, post free, 2s. 6d. : er i 
N.B.—The second edition of this Work, now ready, contains illustrations of the Machine for con- 


verting Breeze and Tar into Fuel for heating the Retorts. ; 
“The Author is well qualified to speak authoritatively upon the important subjects to which his 


pamphlet refers.” —Artizan. 


REDUCED PRICES 


B. DONKIN & CO.’S 











<A IMPROVED GAS-VALVES 
WITH WROUGHT-IRON PINIONS, 
wean. From 2 inches to 18 inches, price 9s. 6d. to 12s, per inch diameter. 


List of prices, with full dimensions of all sizes up to 36 inches, to be 
had on application. 

These Valves are all proved on both sides to 30 Ibs. on the square inch 
before leaving the works, and are always kept in stock. 


’ VALVES MADE WITH OUTSIDE RACKS TO ORDER. 
ALSO, 


SCREW WATER-VALVES WITH GUN-METAL FACES. 


B. DONKIN & CoO,, 
GENERAL ENGINEERS AND IRONFOUNDEBS, 
MAKERS OF STEAM-ENGINES, 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S8.E. 


WALTER FORD, 


159, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON. 


MANUFACTURER OF WET AND DRY GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, 
GOVERNORS, &c. &c. 


Sole Manufacturer of PADDON’S PATENT STREET-LAMP REGULATOBRS, for insuring 
apy required consumption. These Regulators are in general and increasing use, and references can be given t0 
Gas Companies who use them for every Lamp. 
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GEORGE ORME & CO., 
CONSUMERS GAS-METERS, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, | 
PRESSURE & EXHAUST REGISTERS, 


| PRESSURE-GAUGES, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, 


i} 


} INDICES FOR GAS AND WATER METERS, 
INDICATORS, 
FITTINGS FOR RAILWAY CARRIAGES AND LAMPS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS, STEAM, & WATER FITTINGS, 





| 














ON THE MOST APPROVED PRINCIPLE, 





WORKS: PARK STREET, OLDHAM. 


JOHN WARNER & SONS, | 


Bell and Brass Founders to Her Majesty, 


8, CRESCENT, CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON, E.C. | 














WARNERS' 
PATENT QUADRANT-MOTION SLUICE OR GAS VALVE. 


Allthe advantages of the ordinary sluice-valve are 
obtained at much less cost, and the liability to set fast 
and get out of order entirely obviated. 

Particulars of the Quadrant Valve, also of Hydraulic 
Machinery, High or Low Pressure Cocks, Water- 
Closets, Gas-fitting in all its branches, and general 
Plumbers Brass-work, can be obtained upon appli 
eation. 


SCHOLL’S 


PATENT PLATINUM 


GASLIGHT PERFECTER. 


Extract from Report by Dr. Letheby :— : 


** The results have been very remarkable, for they show an average increase of 63 per cent. on the illuminating 
{| power of the gas. I am of opinion, therefore, that the invention is of great practical value.” 


| Price 1s. each for Fish-tail Burners. 

| To be had retail of Gas-Fitters and Ir gers, and wholesale of 

| JOHN SCHOLL, 41 & 42, BERWICK STREET, OXFORD STREET 
1] LONDON, Ww. 


Terms on application. N.B.—A specimen sent free on eceipt of Twelve stamps. 
*,* Further testimonials from Drs. Frankland and Crooks, showing the great practical value of this invention, 




















will be shortly published. 


| JAMES MILNE & SON, 

{| GAS ENGINEERS, 

| Gas-Meter, Gas Apparatus, and Gasfittings Manufacturers, 
| EDINBURGH, ann 





| 2, KING EDWARD STREET, 
\| NEWGATE STREET, LONDON. 
| 
} 





‘Station-Meters, Governors, Consumers Meters, Gas Lustres, Chandeliers, Brackets, &c., and every 
| description of Gasfittings and Gas Apparatus. ; 





CHARLES HORSLEY’S 


PATENT 


GAS EXHAUSTER. 


(From 250 Feet to 200,000 Feet per Hour.) 


ROTARY TAR, OIL, AND LIQUOR PUMPS. 
For particulars and prices apply to the Patentee, 


22, Wharf Road, City Road, London, N. 
SAMUEL CUTLER & SON, 


| 
| CONTRACTING GAS ENGINEERS, &. 











MANUFACTURERS OF GASHOLDERS, TANKS, PURIFIERS, 


| AND ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF GAS-MAKING APPARATUS, 
| Iron Roofs, and General Iron Work. Mains Supplied and Laid. 


||S. C. & Son supply every requirement for a Gas-Work, and keep in stock Retort Lids, Cotters, 
Barrows, Scoops, Bolts and Nuts, &. &c. 








PROVIDENCE IRON-WORKS, MILLWALL, LONDON, E. 


EDGE's Patent for Removing the 
CARBONACEOUS INCRUSTATIO from 
GAS-RETORTS. 
For particulars and terms, apply to E. Gopparp, 
Sole Agent, Gas-Works, Ipswicu. 





BELGIAN CLAY RETORTS. 
Zz SUGG and CO., late ALBERT 


@ KELLER, Ghent.—The removal of the import 
duties on Earthenware permitting the entry of Clay 
Retorts into England, Messrs. Sugg, of Ghent, beg to 
draw the attention of the Gas Companies of London, 
and other Cities, to the very superior quality of the 
RETORTS manufactured by them. They can be 
made of any size, in one piece, and of any form. The 
price will be in proportion to the weight, and very 
moderate in comparison to their value. 

Communications, addresssed to J. Suaa and Co., 
GHeEnT, will receive immediate attention. 





TWENTY YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE. 
EDWIN BENTLEY, 


RETORT SETTER, 
29, LOWER HOPE STREET, HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE. 


Fire-Clay and Iron Retorts, Double and Single 
Grooved Brick Retorts, of every description. 

Bentley’s Improved D Brick Segment Retorts, 5 or 3 
in one bed. 





Testimonials and references on application. 


LFRED PENNY, Gas and 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
WEN Lock Inon Works, 
21, WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny having had a large experience in the 
construction, alteration, and management of Gas- 
Works, begs to inform the Directors of Gas Companies 
that he may be consulted on all matters appertaining 
thereto. Me also manufactures Gasholders, Purifiers, 
and all the various apparatus used in Gas-Works, and 
keeps in stock Retorts and Mouthpieces, Socket-Pipes, 
Bends, Branches, T-pieces, &c. &c. 

Plans, Specifications, and Estimates prepared. 


B. CARPENTER’S 


IMPROVED 


WOOD SIEVES FOR GAS PURIFIERS. 


WORKS: 
14, JOHN STREET, PENTONVILLE ROAD, 
LONDON, N. 


The above Sieves are used by the principal Gas Com- 
panies in London and the country. Their utility, 
durability, and cheapness combined, render them su- 
perior to all others. 

Testimonials from Gas Engineers who have tested 
their qualities forwarded on application. 

All orders punctually attended to, and estimates 
given if required. 


HARRIS AND PEARSON, 
STOURBRIDGE. 


PROPRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY. 
MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRE-BRICKS, GAS-RETORTS, AND FIRE-CLAY G00DS 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


Orders of any magnitude, for home and exportation, 
executed with all possible despatch. 

N.B.—A quantity of Retorts in stock. 

Circulars, l5in. and 16in. Ovals, 20 in. by 14in. 


D's, 15X13, 16X12, 18x14, 20x16, 2114, 24x14. 


THOMAS LAMBERT & SONS, 
SHORT STREET, LAMBETH, LONDON, 























PATENTEES OF THE 
HIGH-PRESSURE EQUILIBRIUM BALL VALVES 
AND DIAPHRAGM BIB & STOP VALVES, 
MANUFACTURE EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS-JOINTS, CHANDELIERS, PENDANTS, BRACKETS, ETC.; 
WROUGHT-IRON 
WELDED TUBE AND FITTINGS, 

BLACK AND GALVANIZED; 
BRASS, COPPER, LEAD, TIN, AND COMPOSITION TUBING; 
STOCKS, TAPS, AND DIES, 

And Every Description of Gas-Fitters Tools ; 
CAST-IRON GAS-MAIN COCKS, 
WITH PATENT METAL PLUGS; 

GAS SLIDE AND SLUICE VALVES; 
CARTER’S SAFETY GAS-VALVES ; 
GAS-STOVES, REGULATORS, BURNERS, &c. 
Large Pattern-Book and Price List of Gas-Fittings, 








price 73. 6d., supplied on application. 
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ROTATORY AND DOUBLE-ACTING GAS-EXHAUSTERS, & ca 


with many recent improvements, from 1500 to 150,000 cubic feet per Hour. 


JAMES BURTON, SONS, & WALLER, 

MAKERS OF ENGINES, MACHINERY, and IRONWORK for GAS-WORKS, 
efficient and durable TAR, LIQUOR, and SYPHON PUMPS, 
GAS-VALVES, with or without Wedges, worked with powerful Worm and Rack, 
SELF-ACTING BY-PASS VALVES, with Lid and Relieving Lever, 
ROTATORY, TUMBLER, and CAPILLARY WATER DISTRIBUTORS for SCRUBBERS. 
SMALL-SIZE EXHAUSTERS KEPT IN STOCK. 


JOHN'S PLACE, HOLLAND STREET, SOUTHWARK, LONDON, S.E. 


WILLIAM INGHAM AND SONS, 
WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS, 











. 
W. INGHAM and SONS, having for many years been extensively engaged in the Manufacture of 
RETORTS AND FIRE-BRICKS PROM THE CELEBRATED WORTLEY FIRE-CLAY 

beg to call es attention to their RETORTS, which have for many seasons proved to be uusurpassed in quality by any in the Kingdom, their FREEDOM FROM 
CRACKS and the ADHESION OF CARBON rendering them worthy the attention of all parties interested in the making of Gar. 

The Works are of such magnitude as to ensure the prompt execution of orders to any extent. 

Estimates for Setting, or Bricklayers sent when required. 
GAS OVENS IN SEGMENTS OF EQUAL QUALITY. 
A large stock of Fire-Bricks, Fire-Clay, Terra Cotta, and Drain-Pipes of all sizes kept in Londoa at CHRISTIE & CO. . 
Wharf, 64, Bankside, Southwark, where all particulars of Prices, &c., may be obtained. 
N.B.—Zaport orders continue to have prompt attention. 


E. J. & J. PEARSON, 


| DELPH & TINTAM ABBEY FIRE-CLAY & BRICK-WORKS, 
STOURBRIDGE, 


PRopRIETORS OF 
BEST GLASS-HOUSE POT & CRUCIBLE CLAY; 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


GLASS-HOUSE POTS, CRUCIBLES, GAS-RETORTS, & FIRE-BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


















Established 


JOSEPH CLIFF & SON, 


THE ORIGINAL 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS. 
Near LEEDS, 


MANUFACTURERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS OF 


FIRE GOODS, and SALT-GLAZED DRAIN-PIPES, ! 
Lonpon AGENT: | 

MARCUS BOURNE NEWTON, {| 
Wharf No. 4, inside Great Northern Goods Station, King’s Cross, 


Where is always kept a Stock of Retorts, Fire-Bricks, Terra Cotta Ware, and 
Drain- Pipes, 


N. DEFRIES, 


INVENTOR OF THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL 


DRY GAS-METER. 


210,000 IN USE. 


WoRKS: 


DIANA PLACE, EUSTON ROAD, LONDON. 


TORT. 


1795. 

















| 
| 
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mia WILLIAM SUGG, 


a 





LONDON, 1862. 





SNA - GAS ENGINEER. ; 
Ai oma] Ay Z 





CLASSES 24 and 53. s ment 2. 
PUBLIC LAMP GOVERNORS, LEVER COCKS, AND POLE LIGHTERS, 


LAMP METERS AND BOXES. 


LOWE’S JET PHOTOMETERS can now BE ratep To 14 CANDLES. 


VINCENT WORKS, VINCENT STREET, WESTMINSTER, S8.W. 
IMPROVED GAS APPARATUS, 


FOR CITIES, TOWNS, VILLAGES, &e., 
INVENTED AND MANUFACTURED BY 


Ww. C. HOLMES & CQ., 
WHITESTONE IRON-WORKS, HUDDERSFIELD. 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS of B. W. THURSTON’S IMPROVED SCRUBBER, CONDENSER, and WASHER, 
in use in many of the principal Gas-Works on the Continent. 


PATENTEES of the IMPROVED COMBINED PURIFYING APPARATUS, so eminently adapted for Exportation. 
ESTIMATES, PLANS, and SPECIFICATIONS PREPARED for BUILDINGS and APPARATUS. 
Prospectus, Price Lists, &c., on application, 


LONDON OFFICES—57, GRACECHURCH STREET, CITY. 
*,* Please address letters to Huddersfield. 
REPERENCES TO NEARLY 300 GAS-WORES. 


ORLANDO BROTHERS’ 














Prices, according to size, can be obtained upon application to 


Mr. WILLIAM ARCHER, 


1 METER COMPANY’S WORKS, OLDHAM. 








'SELF-ACTING DISTRICT GOVERNOR.| 





TO CORPORATIONS, GAS ENGINEERS, AND OTHERS. 


HENRY ALDER, 


i GRANGE METER-WORKES, EDINBURGH, 
Begs to intimate that he is the ORIGINAL MANUFACTURER of 


DRY GAS-METERS IN CAST-IRON CASES. 


The Meters are protected by Registration on the 17th of December, 1864, under the ‘‘ Copyright of Designs Act.” 
They are much more durable, and at the same time more easily repaired than those in Tin Cases. 
PRICE LIST AND TERMS ON APPLICATION. 


Agent for Ireland—Mr. J. FURNESS, 3, Fownes Street, DUBLIN. 


KING BROTHERS, 
STOURBRIDGE FIRE-BRICK AND RETORT WORKS. 

















| KING BROTHERS beg especially to can the attention of Gas Companies v0 the superiority of their Retorts, whicn are made from the celebrateo STOURBRIDGE 
|| {IRE-CLAY. Mr. King has patented a Kiln for burning Retorts, by which Patent all Cold Air is excluded from the Kiln while burning, thus rendering them FREE 
||FROM CRACKS AND CORRECT IN FORM. By great care in Manufacturing, combined with the advantages in burning,a VERY SMOOTH SURFACE is obtained 


|, rendering them less liable to carbonize. 

Retort Ovens, Fire-Bricks, Guards, Saddles, Rabbitted Burs, Flues, and Quarries, are al), Manufactured of the same quality of Clay. 
Every Retort and Brick is branded ‘‘ King Brothers, Stourhtidee.’ 

{| Agent in Ireland—Mr. JAMES FURNISS, No. 3, FOWNES STREET, DUBLIN. 
{ 
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UNVARYING WATER-LINE GAS-METER, 


(SANDERS AND DONOVAN’S PATENT.) 





“ Unquestionably the best Water Gas-Meter now 
in use.” 








Over 60,000 in action. 





MANUFACTURERS: 


THE GAS-METER COMPANY,| 
KINGSLAND ROAD, LONDON; | 


WITH 


Branch Manufactories at DUBLIN & OLDHAM. 


R WRIGHT & CO., 


55 and 55a, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER, S. W., 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


COMPENSATING & OTHER WET & IMPROVED DRY GAS-METERS, 
Of the best material and workmanship, carefully adjusted to meet the requirements of the SALES OF GAS ACT. 


STATION-METERS & GOVERNORS, 
WRIGHTS REGISTERING PRESSURE-GAUGE, EXHAUSTER REGISTER, & REGULATOR; | 


STANDARD TEST GASHOLDERS; 
Consumers’ Governors; Inspectors’ Pocket, King’s, and all other kinds of Pressure-Gauges ; Thermometers 
for Condensers, Pressure Registers, &c., &c. 


STANDARD PHOTOMETRIC AND OTHER TESTING APPARATUS, 
Employed by the best experimenters in this country and on the Continent, and by the Gas Testers in the London districts. 


STREET-LAMP REGULATORS OF THE BEST CONSTRUCTION, 


Adjusted to any desired consumption. 


LAIDLAW’S PATENT RR. LAIDLA W & SON, 


GAS EXHAUSTER 
GAS ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS, IRON & BRASS FOUNDERS, 


Iron-Works and Foundries, Meter-Works & Brass Foundry, | 
GLASGOW, _ EDINBURGH, 


Manufacturers of GASOMETERS & GAS APPARATUS of EVERY DESCRIPTION ; CAST-! 
IRON PIPES, all sizes, cast in DRY SAND and VERTICALLY by PATENT MACHINERY; 
IRON ROOFS, COLUMNS, BEAMS, & GIRDERS; BOILERS, TANKS, & CISTERNS; |! 
VALVES, Screw, Rack and Pinion, &c., for Gas and Water, with Iron or Gun-Metal Facings, &c. ; 1 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE and FITTINGS for Gas, Water, or Steam; GAS-METERS (Wet | 
and Dry) of the most approved Construction, STATION-METERS, GOVERNORS, &c.; | 
GASELIERS, BRACKETS, PENDANTS, PILLARS, & GAS-FITTINGS of every description ; 
LAMP-POSTS and LANTERNS for Streets, &c. 


norany ruur. London Address: SOUTHWARK STREET (near Gt. Guildford St.), BORO’, S.E. | 
D. HULETT and CO., 55 and 56, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the ONLY GOOD MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, 
invite the attention of Gas Companies and the Trade generally to their Improved GAS-METERS, which they warrant equal to 
any in Quality, Workmanship, and Simplicity of Construction, and the only Meters from which Gas cannot be obtained without 

being duly registered. MANUFACTURERS OF 

GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL LANTERNS, VESTIBULES, BRACKETS, PENDANTS ; 
DOUBLE CONE, ALBERT, SHADOWLESS, & EVERY DESCRIPTION OF BURNER, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, ETC; || 
IMPROVED FULL-WAY CARTER’S VALVES (much approved of); | 
GAS-STOVES, and every article connected with Gas Apparatus. 
CAST & WROUGHT-IRON PIPE BLACK & GALVANIZED. COPPER. TIN, BRASS, & COMPOSITION TUBING. || 
D HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSEB, 1 
for clearing out Mains, Services, and Interior Fittings —65s. net. | 

Boyle’s Patent Silvered Glass Combination Reflectors and Outside Lanterns. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books with every description of Gas-Fittings, Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, 12s. 
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